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Spotlight on

4-H: Your first class at UAF!

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS

Sunny, Evyn, Sullivan and Kaden of the Chillin’ Chickens 4-H Club
deliver goodies to the Chena-Goldstream Fire Station as part of a
club community service project. For more photos, see page 9.
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••••••• April ••••••
Weekly Wednesday Coffee Hour, via
Zoom at 10 a.m. (Last Wednesday of month is 7 p.m.)
5 ����������� Teen Club meeting, 6 p.m.
6 ����������� Livestock Council meeting,
via Zoom at 6:30 p.m.
12 �������� Horse Council meeting,
via Zoom at 6:30 p.m.
13 �������� Leaders Council meeting,
via Zoom at 6:30 p.m.
18-24 ...National Volunteer Week
19 �������� Teen Club meeting, 6 p.m.
19......... Registration due for Discover
Tokyo 4-H Virtual Exchange
20 �������� Market Livestock Participant
Meeting, via Zoom at 7 p.m.
26......... Discover Tokyo 4-H Virtual
Exchange prep meeting, via
Zoom at 6 p.m.

••••••• May •••••••

Weekly Wednesday Coffee Hour, via
Zoom at 10 a.m. (Last Wednesday of month is 7 p.m.)
2, 3, 4, 22...Discover Tokyo 4-H Virtual Exchange meetings, via
Zoom at 6 p.m.
3 ����������� Teen Club meeting, 6 p.m.
4 ����������� Livestock Council meeting,
via Zoom at 6:30 p.m.
9 ����������� Happy Mother’s Day!
10 �������� Horse Council meeting,
via Zoom at 6:30 p.m.
11 �������� Leaders Council meeting,
via Zoom at 6:30 p.m.
17 �������� Teen Club meeting, 6 p.m
31 ���������Memorial Day (campus closed)
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Marla’s Roundup

Well, it’s hard to believe it has been a year in lockdown. Some of it has been good
and some not so. I hope you all are still hanging in there and able to find some
happiness and peace with all that has happened. I know for me this was not a year
that I intended and it didn’t go the way I thought it would. I have come to peace with
it and am happy to continue to help others and to work in a wonderful job that I love.
I am happy my family is all back together and well and we have been blessed with so
much through this trying time. I encourage you to find some happiness from it and to look forward to
greener pastures/days ahead. There is a short COVID-19 update inside this newsletter; please check it out.
As things are starting to open up a little more, we still need to be somewhat cautious so please do
what you feel is safe. I also ask that no matter what side of the vaccine you are on, you don’t judge
others for their views. It is a personal choice and I have grappled with it, but I have made the choice to
receive it. I decided because it makes my family happy that I got it, I feel I will be able to travel easier
with it, and if this is what it takes to have our kids be able to get back to their childhood I will do it. But,
those are my thoughts and you have to decide for yourself whether or not it is right for you. However,
once again, please do not judge others for their beliefs on whether or not to get it. I wish you all a good
couple of months and hope to see you all soon. Stay safe and healthy.

Done

...

Done

...

A little light housekeeping ...

New 4-H Enrollment Program: ZSuite

We have a new enrollment program. Check it out at https://4h.zsuite.org/ and don’t forget
to register yourself if you’re a leader and to register your kids. To log in, you will use the same
email as you were using in the other enrollment program, but you will need to request a new
password and then you can go in and change it back to your original password, if you wish.
There is a record book feature in there that you can log into and you can even upload pictures of receipts
from your cell phone. Check it out and if you have questions, zap a question in the chat box on that page
and they will get back to you quickly.

AND
E!
DON

LEADERS — Train & Enroll

/

YOUTH — Enroll & Pay

Leaders, please remember to do your yearly trainings and get enrolled in the ZSuite
program. You will need to sign into your Armatus account and do the Duty to Report
(annual review) and Social Media trainings. Then, hop into ZSuite and get enrolled as a
leader so that we can approve/activate your status. Finally, please encourage your youth to enroll and pay
their yearly dues. Without the dues being paid, they are not part of 4-H.
If you want to do face-to-face club meetings, you will need to do to the current COVID-19 training, take
the quiz and then submit a mitigation (MIT) plan.
Just visit http://www.alaska4h.org/volunteer-2020.html to find all the training links and forms you need.
We are always here to help by calling us at 907-474-2427 or 907-474-2450.

COVID-19 4-H Safety Kits — FREE!

If you have an approved MIT plan for face-to-face club meetings, Ronda has put together
safety kits for your club that include cleaning supplies and some personal protective
equipment (PPE). We support you and thank you for all the extra efforts you are doing for our youth in these
pandemic times. Contact her or me to receive one of these free kits.
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UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS

National Volunteer Week — April 18-24

With pandemic mandates still in effect, we are unable celebrate National Volunteer Week as we
normally have in the past. I do want to take a minute to recognize and thank all of our volunteers.
Our program is better for you being involved and for helping youth to become the best they can be.
I hope that in the fall we can celebrate you all with a wonderful gathering of our 4-H family. Until
then, though, please know you are appreciated and we hope everyone is staying well and safe.

Market Livestock Participant Meeting — April 20

Don’t forget the second (and final!) Market Livestock Participant Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday,
April 20, at 7 p.m. and will be held by Zoom. If you were unable to make the Feb. 20 meeting, then
you must attend this one. A link for the meeting will be sent to those who need to be present along
with the necessary documents. Both youth and parent/guardian need to attend together.

Mandatory Livestock Showmanship Clinic — June 5-6

This will be a great educational experience and will count as your animal showmanship clinic.
Contact Nancy Graff for more information.

Summer Camp News

We will not be able to hold Junior Jamboree again this year. We are all disappointed about it. We
hope to revamp it and bring it back in 2022. There is a slight possibility for Cloverbud Day Camp
and we will know more about it next month so watch the newsletter, especially those who would like
to be a counselor. Those dates would be July 12-14.

GOT A
GOOD
IDEA?

Thank you to all who have participated in
the Photo Scavenger Hunt. It has been a
great time and we have seen some amazing
photos. We will announce final prize winners
in the next newsletter.
Now, don’t forget to save those photos
to enter in the Tanana Valley State Fair’s
Photo Scavenger Hunt.
If you did not participate in it, but still
would like to do the fair entry, please
contact Marla Lowder for the list of photos
themes to be taken.

The leader’s council is looking for
the next FUN event
to sponsor.
Submit your AWESOME
suggestions to one of the officers
or to Marla.
We need your CREATIVITY!
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REGULARLY SCHEDULED EVENTS
Let’s stay connected!
Club meetings — There’s a Zoom account for you!

Until I can get some mitigation proposals written up and approved to
help with some face-to-face club meetings, remember that we have a
Zoom account set up that you can use for club meetings, if it is available.
Please contact Ronda or Marla through email to sign up for it. We will
share the link with you to share with your club members. We ask that
you only use it for the date and time you sign up for as others may be
using it before or after you. Thank you for your cooperation with this.

zoom

Council meetings — Come Zoom with us!

Leaders, don’t forget you are invited to attend any of the following monthly
meetings currently being held on Zoom. It is our standard Zoom number. If you need
it, contact the Extension office or one of the council/committee members.
Leaders Council meetings — Second Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m.
Livestock Committee meetings — First Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m.
in February, April, May, September, October and November and then as 		
needed.
Horse Council meetings — Second Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m., 		
September through May.

Coffee Hour Makes a Comeback!

Coffee, OJ or hot cocoa, anyone? Our virtual “Coffee Hour” is going
strong! We meet Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. each week except the
last Wednesday of the month when we meet in the evening at 7 p.m.
Come socialize and hang out with us and even brainstorm what we can
do as a district or get ideas for your club. Hope to see you on Zoom!

What can 4-H do for me? Who do I contact?
If you have any questions about what 4-H can do for you, please contact your
local 4-H Office at 474-2427 or any of the 2020-21 Leaders Council officers:
President — Tessa Miller, rodighiero@hotmail.com
Vice President — Priscilla Rice, plmrice.ak@gmail.com
Secretary — Tanja Bryan, iamzwickie@gmail.com
Treasurer — Patsy Perkins, patsyjperkins@hotmail.com
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Am Important Message from Marla
We are still in Phase B as far as our 4-H program goes. We recently were able
to get the numbers increase to be approved. So, you can now meet with 20 people
per pod. Room size is 50 percent capacity as long as social distancing is still
allowable. Everything else is the same — face coverings must be worn, enhanced
cleaning, no drop-ins allowed, mitigation training taken and a plan submitted and
approved, etc.
It is looking like the office may be opening up in May or June, but things can
always change.
From what I hear, plans may be underway for the Tanana Valley State Fair. I am starting to work with the UAF
Risk Management Department and also with a member of the UAF COVID-19 Committee to see how we can
have 4-H be a part of the fair. Some groups have already got MIT plans for the different phases, so hopefully we
can use them and adapt them as needed to come up with a way to participate in the fair. I will keep you updated
as I know more.
If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me and thanks for all the hard work you all are doing.

2021 Livestock Possession Dates
Don’t forget the following dates if you checked on the agreement that you are
raising one of these animals for market:
Lamb — born on or after Jan. 1 and in possession by May 1
Swine — born on or after Jan. 1 and in possession by May 1
Goat — born on or after Jan. 1 and in possession by May 1
Turkey — hatched on or after March 15 and in possession by April 15
Ducks — hatched on or after March 15 and in possession by April 15
Goose — hatched on or after March 15 and in possession by April 15
Chickens — hatched on or after May 23 and in possession by June 6
Rabbits — born on or after May 16 and in possession by July 1
* Be sure to also review the 2021 Market Livestock Update for upcoming important
dates/events to remember. Turn/scroll to page 6!

LEADERS
COUNCIL
MONTHLY
MEETINGS!
All leaders are invited to the Leaders
Council meetings held the second Tuesday
of each month. Meetings currently are held
HEY, 4-H’ERS!
via Zoom — please contact the Extension
Be sure to “LIKE” Tanana District 4-H and
Alaska 4-H on Facebook. You’ll find some office if you need the link.
We hope to see your smiling face on screen soon!
AWESOME information on these pages!
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2021 MARKET LIVESTOCK UPDATE
Guidelines according to the state veterinarian, Dr. Robert Gerlach
IMPORTANT TO NOTE!

For each vaccine listed, be sure to note whether it is SUGGESTED or REQUIRED for your animal. If the vaccine
is required, proof that it was administered must be submitted on entry day.
Proof consists of the following:
l Name of vaccine
l Expiration date: Vaccine shall not be expired when administered.
l Manufacturer
l Date vaccine administered
l Lot number
l Who administered vaccine

Vaccinations — Suggested or Required?

Cattle, Feeder Beef and Bison
IBR-Bovine rhinotracheitis — required
BVD-Bovine virus diarrhea — required
PI-3-Parainfluenza 3 — required
Wart vaccine — suggested
Reindeer
Clostridial, 7-way — required
Respiratory, 3-way — required
IBR, BVD, PI3— required
Sheep and Goats
CDT-clostridium perfringens type D & tetanus —
suggested
Swine
Erysipelas — required (consistent with manufacturer's
recommendations)

Things the veterinarian will look for on delivery day:
warts, enlarged external lymph nodes (especially
on sheep and goats), infectious or contagious diseases (including external parasites), clinical signs of dermatitis (ringworm)
and evidence of castration, when applicable.
You should have the animal in the best
physical shape prior to going to the fair. This
includes providing good nutrition, vaccinations
and parasite control. These precautions will enable the animal to have a strong immune system
and avoid getting ill when they are exposed to the
other animals and the stress of being away from home
and at the fair.

Important Dates to Remember!

Feb. 20: Mandatory Market Livestock Participant
Meeting, 10 a.m., at 4-H office. Parent or guardian
must attend. Must attend one of these meetings on Feb.
20 at 10 a.m. or other meeting on April 20 at 7 p.m.
April 20: Mandatory Market Livestock Participant
Meeting, 7 p.m., at 4-H office. Parent or guardian must
attend. Must attend this meeting if you did not attend
the other meeting on Feb. 20.
May 2-10: Weigh-in Week, Large Animals. Beginning weights of all large animal market projects (finished
beef, feeder steer, swine, sheep and goat) must be turned
in to 4-H office along with full-body, close-up picture of
animal, date picture taken and 4-H tag number.
May 7: Organized Weigh-in, Large Animals, 4-8
p.m., at Tanana Valley State Fairgrounds, for those who
wish to weigh their animals. Tagging and photos also
to be available.
June 5-6: Mandatory Livestock Showmanship Clinic. Large livestock is Saturday and poultry, rabbits and
cavies are Sunday.
July 1: Check on any medicated feeds and all medications for withdrawal dates for all market animals.
July 4-12: Weigh-in Week, Small Animals. Beginning weights of all small animal market projects (tur-

keys, geese, ducks, chickens, rabbits and cavies) must
be turned in to 4-H office along with full-body, closeup picture of animal, date picture taken and 4-H band
number (tattoo number for rabbits).
July 9: Organized Weigh-in, Turkeys, Geese and
Ducks, 6-7 p.m., at Tanana Valley Fairgrounds, for
those who wish to weigh their animals. Banding and
photos also to be available.
July 24: Entry Day, 1-6 p.m. at Largen Barn. Buyer
contacts and record books due.
July 26: Barn Set-up Day; potluck when work done, 5 p.m.
July 29: Delivery of Animals to Fair. Small animals, 2-8
p.m., and large animals, 4-8 p.m. Remember, there will be
a vet check before animals can be brought into the barns.
July 30: Mandatory Barn Meeting, 11 a.m.
July 30: Official Fair Weigh-in, noon-2 p.m.
Aug. 6: Mandatory Barn Meeting, 11 a.m.
Aug. 8: Animal Pick-up Day and Barn Clean-up, 7 a.m.
Aug. 22: Small animals delivered to buyer unless
other arrangements with buyer are made.
Sept. 10: Record books turned in to 4-H leader/FFA
advisor in order to be eligible for a
market project next year.

6 or mklowder@alaska.edu.
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2021 PUBLIC PRESENTATION/
DEMONSTRATION DAY RESULTS
We had a few participate this year and it was so great to see people in person. I hope
next year we can get back to having two rooms running. Thank you to those of you
who came out and participated; it was a great day and you all did a wonderful job.
I am always amazed at the breadth of knowledge you all have and the big words the
youngest can say. I always learn at least one thing every year.
Also, a huge thank-you to our judges for generously donating their time: Jill Armstrong,
Becky Osimowicz and Priscilla Rice. It is the leaders who help the youth get ready and
the volunteers who help to judge that make this event a success. Be sure to thank them
when you see them

Now, for what you are waiting for, the results!
May I have a drum roll, please?
Awards are based on:

Purple = Grand/Reserve Champion

Blue = Excellent

Red = Good

White = Worthy

* Please note a little change this year — The state will only allow illustrated talk, demonstration and speeches
for categories from here on out. PowerPoints will fall under illustrated talks, etc.

Senior Illustrated Talk

Lynna Tiemessen, Rockin’ Ranchers — Grand Champion, Therapeutic Riding & The Helping Hooves Riding Program
Danielle Johnson, Free Rangers — Reserve Champion, Swine
Ryan McGuire, Forget-Me-Not 4-H — Blue Ribbon, Beginning Blacksmithing

Intermediate Demonstration

Sophia Harlow, Free Rangers — Grand Champion, Introduction to Fiddling in the Last Frontier

Intermediate Illustrated Talk

Kamryn Smith, Free Rangers — Grand Champion, Percy Fawcett - A Great Explorer
Isabelle Miller, Free Rangers — Reserve Champion, Caring for Cows
Walker Greer, Rockin’ Ranchers — Red Ribbon, The Workings of an Air Rifle

Junior Illustrated Talk

Lily Harlow, Free Rangers — Grand Champion, The Amazing Sauropods
Ella Harlow, Free Rangers — Reserve Champion, The Wonder of Fossils
Ellinor Miller, Free Rangers — Blue Ribbon, Rabbit Breeds

Congratulations to ALL of you! You all did a SUPERB job!
I hope to see you all and MANY more next year!
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Tanana District 4-H is ... IN THE NEWS!!!

(Be sure to let us know what awesome things YOUR club is doing, too ...
so that we can spotlight YOU in the next newsletter!)

Spotlight on
Community Service Projects

Olivia delivers yummy muffins to the
Chena-Goldstream Fire Department
for a 4-H Teen Club community
service project. Gayle White photos

The Ester Volunteer Fire Department
also gets a visit from Lucas and Olivia
of the Chillin’ Chickens 4-H Club
delivering muffins for a community
service project.

9

Olivia gives the thumbs-up on the
spring break kits that were provided
to youth in the community.
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YOUR 4-H CLUB PHOTOS!
We want to see all the AWESOME
things your club is doing!
A picture is worth a thousand words!
Each month in the Tanana District 4-H News,
we would like to HIGHLIGHT a club activity.
To submit a photo for consideration, please verify the following information
BEFORE sharing it with us:
b Each youth featured in photo must be in active status in the ZSuite 4-H 		
enrollment program.
b Each youth must have an approved Media and Information Release Statement in
the ZSuite 4-H enrollment program.
b Non-4-H members may not be in the photo, unless written permission is received
by a parent or guardian.
b Each youth must be identified by both first and last name.
b If we choose to identify youth in a cutline or story, only first names are used.
b Be sure to include the photographer’s first and last name, too, for credit!
b HINT: We like action shots — showing your club members doing things!
Email your photo to both rlboswell@alaska.edu and mklowder@alaska.edu along with the
above information. We cannot guarantee publishing all photos, but we will do our best!
Thank you for sharing!

L

KING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!
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