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4-H'er of the Month- Adela Pederson

4-H Volunteer of the Month- Toni Loop

Adela Pederson is Homer All's 4-H Club, 4H'er of the Month. Despite having her mother as a club
leader, she eagerly attends every meeting. She greets
kids when they arrive and makes them feel
welcome. Creativity is her strongest strength and she
comes up with wonderful ideas for meetings. She
came up with the idea of a bake off, which was a huge
success with our club. She works well with others and
keeps an open mind with sharing ideas. Dogs are her
passion. She is quite knowledgeable about dogs and
loves to share dog facts with others. She is a wonderful
role model to the younger kids in the club on how to
try your best. (Submitted by Sherry Marousek, Club
Leader)

I want to thank our very special Volunteer of the
Month, Toni Loop!
Toni has a deep love for 4-H and can always be
found working both in front of and behind the scenes at
every event. She is quick to be on a committee or help
organize something. She has creative ideas and
awesome follow through! You can count on Toni to be
the "show up" type of person, the kind our program just
can't operate without. Toni is the heart of our Peninsula
Pledger. Although we work on it together, she is the
"master engineer" who keeps the train on the tracks and
actually produces it on time every month. She is very
devoted, and stays positive even when its a big job, and
can be a real challenge putting it all together. I couldn't
ask for a better team mate in working on the paper. So,
everyone who loves the Pledger, please give Toni your
thanks! Toni, I want to thank you for all that you do for
each of us, our clubs, and our community. You ROCK
:)
~Written by Geri Litzen
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I am continually surprised and amazed at Toni
Loop’s love and dedication to 4-H! Her family has
been a huge part of our club, the North Road Rangers,
for two years, but Toni has been in the background for
much longer than that stirring the fires of 4-H and
pouring out her heart and service to her children and
the children in our district.
Toni single-handedly developed a curriculum for
the Cloverbuds she led in the club The Grizzly
Adventurers. She has a huge heart for small children
and led them in nature walks and fun at Cloverbud
Camp each summer. She takes a roomful of
Cloverbuds each year at Rally Day and teaches them
all things 4-H.
Ms. Toni has been a fill-in, a stop-gap, a
ringleader, a cheerleader, a start-it-up and a see-itthrough gal since becoming involved in 4-H. She is a
mover and shaker and she gets the job done. If you are
ever looking for Toni, you will find her at a club
meeting, working on a project with her boys, diligently
recruiting for or piecing together the Pledger, or at a
District Council meeting offering valued input and
solutions. I appreciate so much what Toni brings to our
club and our district, and the KP District 4-H program
wouldn’t be all that it is without her!
~Cassy Rankin, North Road Rangers
Ms. Toni is a busy lady and is always working
on something 4-H. She and Ms. Geri Litzen put
together the Pledger every month and put up with the
people (myself included) that leave their articles for the
last minute. She loves little kids and used to lead a
Cloverbud club called the Grizzly Adventures and took
them to camp-outs, and at Rally Day, she teaches a
room full of Cloverbuds all about 4-H and does crafts
and all sorts of fun things. Ms. Toni is a HUGE part of
4-H and is already doing so much for the district and
for the community. So from the bottom of all of our
hearts: thank you Ms. Toni
~ Written By Gracie Rankin
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District Council Meeting Summary
Our District Council Meeting was held on March
20th. Vice President Katie Cooper ran the meeting
since our President Maya could not be there.
Old Business
Toni Loop won the Shirt Raffle!
The Editors of Peninsula Pledger would like to
thank everyone who sent in an article for the pledger.
New Business
Home Show April 8 & 9. We need volunteers
to help out. Keep an eye out for the sign up sheet.
The Progress Day Parade is July 22. Keep
your calenders clear so you can help with the
parade float.

Committees
Tree Sale
The start time for the tree sale will be between 10-11
am, and the Soldotna Creek Park has been booked for
the tree sale.
Club fundraiser sales are permitted at the tree sale.
We still need volunteers for setup and takedown, as
well as shopping bags, and change for the register.
As far as advertising goes we would like to have a
mention of the tree sale on the radio. We have
decided that social media is an effective way to get
the word out, and we want to set up a Facebook
event regarding it.
We would love to have any clubs that cannot attend
the tree sale make signs for the event, or help with
tree tagging.
A Facebook event will be made.
Scholarship Committee
The committee has been communicating via email,
and will plan an in-person meeting soon to discuss
the scholarship budget.
State Record Book
Right now the statewide committee is focusing on
tailoring a separate livestock record book.
April 10 at 6:30 p.m. is our next district council meeting.

Peninsula Pledger

4- H Agent Kay Report
You never know where your 4-H skills will take
you. Kind kudos to all of those who collaborated on
Presentation Day to make it a huge success! Linda
Tannehill and Janice Chumley jumped in with their
experience to set up the event. Judges volunteered
their time and expertise to support youth in their
presentations. Presenters worked hard to bring their
skills and knowledge to the event. Well done! Thank
you so much for supporting 4-H!
For those who prep and prepare for
presentations, your skills will lead you onward to great
opportunities. Presentations are given to celebrate
successes, to grow businesses, to create sales
opportunities, to provide education, to build new
perspectives, to go after career employment, and to
excite political and civil engagement.
As I learn alongside our 4-H youth, I am
astounded at their poise and presence in their
communities. Community members in Nikiski were
recently thrilled with presentations 4-H youth made to
the Rotary. They contacted me to learn more about 4H, due the expertise that these young people
demonstrated in their presentations! I don't know who
you are, but if you're a 4-H youth who made a
presentation to Rotary, contact me for a prize. I'm
thrilled that you are all out there in our communities,
presenting the best of yourselves to your neighbors. It
makes all the difference.
"To make the best better!"
Kay

4- H District President’s Report
Mark your calendars for June 17, 24 and 25!
Pony Club is hosting a number of events this summer
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that 4-H'ers are invited to attend. There will be a horse
show at the SEA rodeo grounds on June 17 and a
Polocrosse clinic at Ridgeway Farms June 24 and 25.
More dates and events forthcoming! Contact Maya
Johnson for details.

Alaska Experience Camp
All youth going into 6th grade and up are eligible
to register for our statewide 4-H Alaska Experience
Camp! High school juniors and seniors, as well as 4-H
Alumni are welcome to join our Camp Leadership
Team as cabin counselors, program assistants, or
service leaders. Adults who would like to serve as
volunteer staff members are also most welcome.
Come see one of Alaska's State 4-H Programs for
Youth: The Alaska Experience Camp! It is truly in
one of the most beautiful sites in Alaska. Miles of
pristine beaches provide for great whale watching
opportunities by kayak, canoe, SUP, or sailboat,
fantastic fishing, shooting sports, and all kinds of high
adventure outdoor survival activities. Darren Snyder
and I have co-directed this amazing camp for
years. Check out the great video made at camp by a 4H youth on the Kenai Peninsula 4-H website.
Thank you all for your help in getting our older 4-H
youth out to greater adventures with other 4-H youth
leaders!
Cheers,
Kay
2017 AK Experience Camp is fast approaching (June 59) so it's time to sign up your youth now. Registration is
first come, first serve. You can find the registration
information and pictures from previous years on our
website:
http://www.alaska4h.org/ak-experience-camp.html
For more information about the camp please email or
call Darren at 523-3280 ext. 2. For help registering for
camp please email or call Susie at 907-523-3280 x0
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Public Presentation day
I saw proud parents, proud club leaders and proud
volunteers March 25th. Why are they proud? You may of
wondered! The answer is because we saw lots of 4-H’ers
work hard, face their fears, and get up in front of judges to
give a great presentation!
As a 4-H parent it has been an incredible journey
watching my three boys choose their topic, put the
presentations together and finally present it to a judge. I
have seen the frustration on my boy’s face, followed by
annoyance of knowing that it was once again time to
practice, to finally the proud look they got once they finished the presentation and realized they did it!
There was so many interesting topics presentations such as Heritage Turkeys, Goats, Military Tactical
Vehicles, Chief Joseph, Donald Duck and Beethoven. Whether a youth demonstrated how to show a rabbit, play
the violin or give a power point presentation, you can see how hard they worked.
It definitely was an amazing day for everyone.
I also want to thanks Linda, Janice and the rest of the CES office staff who took time to help plan and
coordinate Public Presentation Day. I also want to thank the kind Judges who listened to the presentations, were
patient with the Cloverbuds, and asked great questions.
~Written by Toni Loop
If you were at the Kenai Peninsula College on Saturday March 25th, at 9:45 am you would have heard
some of the following sounds: Squeaky cardboard displays being carried down the hall, nervous kid giggles,
judges chatter during orientation, leaders checking in with their club kiddos, schedules being shuffled, and parents
reassuring their children that it was all going to turn out just fine!
Saturday was our annual Public Presentation Day. We had a great turnout of kids, and all went smoothly!
The kids, representing a variety of our clubs, did Illustrated Talks, Power Points, Demonstrations,
and Extemporaneous Speeches. There were so many awesome presentations! They were ranging from Heritage
Turkeys, to Lightning Protection While Riding (Three Strikes, You're Out!) to Chief Joseph standing before us, to
tiny Cloverbuds nervously twisting their little curly pigtails while teaching us about making Density Rainbows.
There were pet bunnies and presentation boards made to look like the back of a real horse trailer! There was
jewelry hanging from a dazzling board about a special breed of horse, and an impressive display of fiber sources
on a colorful and informative board! I wish I could have seen them all, but the three rooms were busy
and bustling, while running through the various age groups simultaneously.
As each child went forward to stand nervously in front of the judges, their expression slowly changed
from scared "speechless" to a growing confidence and pride in themselves. They made us all PROUD! Parents
sighed with relief as their kids not only did what they came to do, they overcame real fears and resistance along
the way. Public Presentations aren't just about the big day, they are about planning, researching, overcoming
challenges, starting over, fixing boards, listening to advice, calling a friend for help, helping a friend by sharing
your own experiences, letting a sibling "help" paint your board at the last moment, and much MUCH more! The
skills learned are life skills! Public speaking experience can help these youth in high school, college, employment
situations, and more. As we watch the child who swallowed their fears, straightened their little shoulders, and
maybe looked down at their notes most of the time, but still DID IT, we may be looking at our future Mayor, or
Governor. The skills emerging will continue to grow and develop as they continue to practice their speaking and
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presenting skills. We saw amazing growth in kids just from last year to this year!
We had amazing judges, and we want to thank each of them for recognizing the importance of our local
youths, and supporting them in their endeavors and projects. A special thanks to Linda Tannehill for keeping it all
running beautifully, and for handing out all of the awards and ribbons. ~Written by Geri Litzen
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Club News
North Road Rangers
The Rangers didn’t have a business meeting
this month but we will meet again on April 1st. The
Kenai Peninsula Wranglers met twice this month and
are going to be meeting every week to prepare for the
Livestock Contest in May. On the 23rd is our club
public presentation practice night where members can
practice their presentation in front of their club. On the
25th is the district presentation day and most of the
Rangers will be competing.
April will be a busy month for the Rangers,
we will have our business meeting on April 1st and
our Hands-On meeting on April 15th. At our HandsOn meeting, we will be learning how to skin muskrats
with a taxidermist. And on the 29th we will have a
sewing day where we will be making bags out of feed
sacks. The Kenai Peninsula Wranglers will be meeting
every week in April to get ready for the contest in
May.
By Colton Rankin, Information Officer
Trail Blazers

Northwind Riders

On March 13th we attended a fire starting class
ran by Ron Wilhoit. The class was two hours long and
very educational. Ron taught us about a lot of things
like fire starting with different resources, surface area
and its importance in starting a fire, friction, and other
fundamentals of starting a fire. He also told us about
the Clovis people. They lived without the survival
“shortcuts” that we have today. To wrap it all up, the
class was full of important knowledge and was very
fun!

A big hello from Northwind Riders! Our club has been
having tons of fun these past few months preparing for
our Alaska State Horse Contest, and will continue to
have tons when we finally go! A few of our members
have just returned from the National Horse Contest and
are ready for some more action.
With these past few meetings we have been
studying hard and have shared our knowledge with a
few of our newer members. We even had some judging
practice with our leader’s horses at the Litzen Zoo! We
did front and back leg conformation, and learned the
terms for horse head comformation. This is where some
of the newer members were introduced to judging.
Along with all this fun, we had our monthly 4-H
meeting and we just might have some potential new
members! We had a fun ice breaker game that got
everyone in giggles and talked about the upcoming
events.
Being a part of this club is a lot of fun. So much

By Anna Neland
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fun that we actually look forward to studying! Who
looks forward to studying? We do! Here in our
Northwind Riders club, we learn by doing, and this
doing, is us coming together. Whether we are studying,
planning, or laughing, we learn from each other!
~Written by LaRaey Mitchell

JML
This month things are beginning to pick up in the
JML club. First was the Alumni Reunion at the
Tustamena Elementary, it was a potluck and
everybody had a good time. On the 11th we had 4-H
From Start to Finish workshop. After that,
nominations went out on email for everyone to see and
vote on. Next up, on April 8th we have a Poultry
workshop at the 4-H office. Happy Spring everyone!
~ Written by Gracie Rankin, JML Info Officer
JML Workshops Going On
April 1@ 10am - Hatch/Raising Poultry in Alaska
April 17@4pm-Market Hog Selection
June3@11am Blood, Sweat & Food Farm Tour
Contact Christy Keerins 907-942-7852 if you have
any questions or want to host a workshop. You can
email her at christykeerins@yahoo.com .

Homer Alls
On Thursday, March 16th, 4-H Homer Alls blew
eggs in preparation for Easter. Tela Bacher led the
meeting and showed the kids how to poke holes in the
eggs, break up the insides with a toothpick and blow
the inside contents out. Once the kids had their empty
eggshells, they decorated them with melted wax and
egg dye. It was a fun, creative craft for all involved
once lips were cleaned of raw egg.
~Written by Sherry Marousek, Club Leader
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Calendar
April:
1- State Horse Contest
8- Hatch/Raising Poultry
JML Workshop @1
8 & 9- Homeshow
10- District Council Meeting
17- Market Hog Selection @4
23-Pledger’s Articles are due
May:
6- JML Weigh In Day
8- District Council Meeting
12- Tree Tagging Day
13- Tree Sale
June
5-9 Alaska Experience Camp

13 Blood, Sweat, & Food
Farm Tour JML Workshop
@11
July
4- 4th July Parade Float
22-Progress Day Float

Just a reminder all news articles are due the
23rd of every month unless otherwise specified. If
you would like to write an article let Toni Loop or
Geri Litzen know. Articles are sent to
peninsulapledger@gmail.com . Every bit is
appreciated! Thanks

