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2 ����������� Zoom! Zoom! Let’s Stay Connected! Club Meetings, 
Council Meetings and Weekly Get Togethers

3 ����������� Important Updates: Public Presentation/Demonstration 
Day, Summer Camps and More Fun Stuff Coming Up!

4 ����������� Horse and Livestock Updates
4 ����������� Learning Labs for Loan
5 ����������� Enter the Virtual Horse Contest!
6 ����������� Armchair Activity: Leader Trainings for 2019-20
7 ����������� Wanted: Your 4-H Club Photos
8 ����������� Guidelines for Recording Your Home Public Presentation 

••••••  April  •••••••
Daily���Watch  your email and/or 

Facebook for the challenge of 
the day and share it with us!

Wednesdays���Coffee/Drink Hour for 
Leaders, via Zoom at 10 a.m.

Fridays���Beginning Art Class with 
Lauren Bird, via Zoom at 1 p.m.

3 ����������� Zoom Talent Show, via Zoom 
at 7 p.m.

3-4 ����� Alaska State 4-H Leaders
            Forum — canceled
7 ����������� Livestock Council meeting, via 

Zoom at 6:30 p.m.
14 �������� Leaders Council meeting, via 

Zoom at 6:30 p.m.
17-18���State Horse Contest — can-

celed, possibly postponed to fall
21 �������� Market Livestock Partici-

pants Mandatory Meeting, via 
Zoom at 7 p.m.

25 ���������Public Presentation/Demonstra-
tion Day, deadline for recorded 
submissions by 5 p.m.

28 ���������Horse Council meeting, via 
Zoom at 5:30 p.m.

••••••••••••  What’s Inside ••••••••••

Daily���Watch  your email and/or Face-
book for the challenge of the 
day and share it with us!

Wednesdays��.Coffee/Drink Hour for 
Leaders, via Zoom at 10 a.m.

Fridays���Beginning Art Class with 
Lauren Bird, via Zoom at 1 p.m.

5 ����������� Livestock Council meeting, via 
Zoom at 6:30 p.m.

10 �������� Happy Mother’s Day!
12 �������� Leaders Council meeting, via 

Zoom at 6:30 p.m.
25 �����������Memorial Day (campus closed)
26 �����������Horse Council meeting,  via Zoom 

at 5:30 p.m.

•••••••  May  ••••••

Marla’s Roundup
        Wow, have our lives changed in the past 

few weeks and will continue to change 
for a few more months. As we try to get 
through this coronavirus pandemic, our 
main goal is to keep everyone engaged 
and connected. I am making a Zoom 

meeting room available to anyone who would like to hold 
club meetings via Zoom. You will find more information 
about this inside the newsletter as well as how we will be 
doing some other things for the next little while.  
   Our office for now is closed to the public until April 
30 and it could be extended beyond that. Please stay 
connected on the Tanana District 4-H Families listserv 
and Facebook page. I am trying to keep people engaged 
and connected in these places and share information daily 
as it becomes available. 
   Throughout this newsletter, if it says “I” or “me,” it is 
referring me, Marla Lowder, and my email is mklowder@
alaska.edu. If you need to get ahold of Ronda Boswell, 
hers is rlboswell@alaska.edu 
   For now, please stay connected and safe. We will get 
through this. As always, please contact us if you have 
questions. We are accessible by email during regular 
working hours.
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Club Meetings
   We have a Zoom account set up that you can use for club meetings if it is available. Please contact Ronda or 
Marla through email to sign up for it. We will send the link to you to share with your club. We ask that you only 
use it for the date and time you sign up for as others may be using it before or after you. Thank you for your 
cooperation with this.

Council Meetings
   All council meetings will start back up in April on their regularly scheduled date and time. They will take place 
via Zoom, so watch the listserv for the link to the meeting.

Wednesday Coffee/Drink Hour for Leaders
   On Wednesdays at 10 a.m., we will host a weekly Zoom social hour for all leaders who want to get on and just 
visit with others. We may talk about 4-H or we may not. Watch the listserv for the Zoom link and then be prepared 
with a cup of your favorite morning beverage to enjoy.

Friday Art Class for Beginners with Lauren Bird
   On Fridays at 1 p.m., join Lauren Bird for a beginning art class via Zoom. Lauren is a talented young artist who 
has been in 4-H for 10 years and belongs to the 40 Below Mooseketeers. Learn to draw, paint and more each Friday!

Daily Challenges
   Each day, we announce a new challenge for the youth on Facebook and through the listserv. With each 
challenge, we encourage the youth to upload a picture of what they did on Facebook to the Tanana District 4-H 
page. If you don’t have Facebook, please send your picture to me through email and I will post it for you. We are 
sure having fun with it and I appreciate those who are participating.

LET’S STAY CONNECTED!
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IMPORTANT UPDATES: Activities and Events
Public Presentation/Demonstration Day — The show must go on!
   We are still set to have Public Presentation/Demonstration Day on April 25, but it will be conducted in 

a different format. What we will be doing is having you record your presentation at home and then uploading it 
to a Google drive folder. I have included some instructions and tips for recording your presentation on page 8 of 
this newsletter.
   If you did not sign up, but still want to participate — you’re in luck! The leaders council extended the deadline 
for participation. Just shoot me an email and I will count you in. 
   All presentations will need to be uploaded by April 25 at 5 p.m. to be included in the contest. We will then figure 
out how to do those who go on to the state contest. If you have questions, please email me at mklowder@alaska.edu.

Junior Jamboree Camp — Canceled ... but reinvented!
   We are having to cancel our overnight camp, Junior Jamboree, as the dates fall too close to the university’s 
activities cutoff date of June 16. As camp takes a lot of time, effort and expense to plan, we feel it best 

to play it safe should our situation change. We will, however, keep the camp dates of June 22-25 open for a time 
to get together and have some fun in celebration of getting through our current situation with the pandemic. (If a 
weekend works out better for everyone, we can make that happen instead of in the middle of the week.)
   We will have some fun activities out there at Twin Bears Camp and you can come and go for the day or you are 
welcome to spend the night in one of the cabins with your family. We will ask people to pitch in for potluck meals 
or everyone to bring their own food. We will look at this as we get closer. I am hoping that those who would want 
to be a counselor will jump in and help with daily activities. I will be in touch as we get closer.

Cloverbud Camp — Count on it!
   We are still planning on going ahead with Cloverbud Day Camp at this time. It is scheduled for July 
13-15. Please watch the June/ July newsletter for information and counselor applications.

Zoom Talent Show 
   All leaders, youth and parents 
are invited to show us your talent! 
There will be a Zoom talent show 
this Friday, April 3, beginning at 7 
p.m.  If interested, contact Marla 
Lowder at mklowder@alaska.edu 
to sign up and for all the details. No 
talent? Bah humbug! You can still 
get on and watch! 

Geocaching Expedition
   Be sure to watch the listserv for 
details on a geocaching expedition!

If you have a GREAT idea 
for something to do that 
engages others, please

tell us about it!  

LET’S STAY ENGAGED ... AND ENTERTAINED!
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This is a critical time and our learning labs will be in more of high 
demand. Since university buildings are closed to the public through April 
30, we ask that you make prior arrangements via email to return them 
and also to reserve and pick them up. We can do a drop-off or pickup at 
a specified location off campus, abiding by the social distancing guidelines.

If you or anyone in your house is sick, we ask that you clean the lab 
before returning it and/or keep it and let us know.

Per COVID-19 precautions, we will let all labs sit for three days before 
loaning them out again.

Horse Updates
l  Tack Swap is canceled.
l  State Horse Contest is canceled, but may be postponed to fall.
   (In the meantime, check out page 5 for a VIRTUAL HORSE CONTEST!)
l  June Clinic/Schooling Show Committee is looking at alternate dates to
    meet the university’s activities cutoff date of June 16.
l  Gymkhanas scheduled for June 4 and 11, and possibly June 18, will be
    canceled, but possibly rescheduled for later in the summer or fall.
l  The Horse Council and committees are working on the above items and
    will have a plan in place by the April meeting.

Livestock Updates
   The Market Livestock Participants Mandatory Meeting will still be 
held on April 21 at 7 p.m. It will be held via Zoom. You can call in to the 
Zoom meeting if you don’t have the app, but we would encourage you to 
download it onto your computer so you can see what is happening.
   Weigh-in – You still need a district tag to participate in the market livestock 
program. Please email me and I will assign you a number and put your name 
by it. When we are finally able to meet again, I will get you your tag. I can also 
mail your tag to you if you would like. As for weigh-in at the fairgrounds, it is 
not certain we will be able to do it. We will let you know through the listserv 
as we get closer. If not, the leaders in your club will help you do your weigh- 
in if you need. Remember, weigh-in includes a picture of animal with youth 
and tag showing, the appropriate tag and the weight of the animal.
   The June Showmanship Clinic is canceled. The leaders will be doing their own 
showmanship clinics in their clubs. If you need help with a particular species, let 
me know and I will get you hooked up with someone who can help you.

LEARNING LABS FOR LOAN
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All leaders are invited to the Leaders 
Council meetings held the second Tues-
day of each month. Until further notice, 
meetings will be held via Zoom — watch 
your email for the meeting link!
Hope to see your smiling face on screen!

LEADERS
 COUNCIL 
MONTHLY 

MEETINGS!

Be sure to “LIKE” Tanana District 4-H and Alas-
ka 4-H on Facebook. You’ll find some AWE-
SOME information on these pages!

HEY, 4-H’ERS!

    Leaders, just a friendly reminder that if you have not completed the following tasks yet, then your club 
is not active in 4HOnline and youth cannot enroll in it. Your Alaska 4-H Annual Financial Summary Report 
for 2018-19 needs to be turned in and at least one leader in your club must have completed the following 
trainings: 

             1. Duty to Report
             2. Preventing Bullying
             3. UAF Driver Training Quiz & Driver’s Forms 
                  If you intend to drive 4-H youth this year, you need to complete
                  both the quiz and forms. (If you will NOT be driving youth this year,      
......            you must complete the Driver’s Education Training Opt-Out Form.

   Just visit http://www.alaska4h.org/volunteers to find all the training links and forms you need. We are 
always here to help by calling us at 907-474-2426 or 907-474-2450.

www.
alaska4h.

org/
volunteers

Whoooooo still needs to do their leader trainings???

ARMCHAIR ACTIVITY FOR LEADERS!
Since we’re all home anyway, 

how about catching up on your online trainings? 
See below for details!
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To submit a photo for consideration, please verify the following information 
BEFORE sharing it with  us:

     b Each youth in photo must be in active status in 4HOnline.

     b Each youth must have an approved Media and Information Release
         Statement in 4HOnline.

     b Non-4-H members may not be in the photo, unless written permission is  
          received by a parent or guardian.

     b Each youth must be identified by both first and last name.

     b If we choose to identify youth in a cutline or story, only first names are used.

     b Be sure to include the photographer’s first and last name, too, for credit!

     b HINT: We like action shots — showing your club members doing things!

Email your photo to both rlboswell@alaska.edu and mklowder@alaska.edu along 
with the above information. We cannot guarantee publishing all photos, but we 
will do our best! Thank you for sharing!

      

WANTED! 

      YOUR 4-H CLUB PHOTOS!

A picture is worth a thousand words!
Each month in the Tanana District 4-H News, 
we would like to HIGHLIGHT a club activity.

L    KING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!

Oh, snap!

We want to see all the AWESOME 
things your club is doing!
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There’s still time to sign up!
PUBLIC PRESENTATION/DEMONSTRATION DAY

Recordings due April 25 by 5 p.m.
Guidelines for setting up and recording  

your home public presentation. 
 

For the Presenter: 
1. Make sure the area is clean and clutter free. 
2. Have a blank wall behind you or put up a light-colored sheet. 
3. Plan ahead! Have whatever is needed for setup before recording begins – table, 

something to hold a board if it’s being used, computer and projector for PowerPoints, 
etc. 

4. Make sure area will be quiet during the presentation. 
5. Be aware of your sound quality: Speak loudly and clearly. Enunciate every word. 
6. Make sure there are no distractions in the background for yourself and your viewers. 

 
For the person recording the presentation: 

1. Make sure lighting is appropriate for the presentation being done. This can be tricky 
with PowerPoints, so you may need to have a light on the presenter and lower light 
over the board. Keep in mind, they need to be close together for recording. 

2. Decide on your recording device. Choose something you are comfortable operating. 
If you have a tripod that you can use, please do. The idea is to make the recording as 
still as possible. If no tripod, find another way to keep the recording device steady. If 
you have to hold the recording device, you should find something for your 
arms/hands to rest on to help steady the device. 

3. Never rotate the device in the middle of recording. 
4. Record in a quiet place and use the best quality microphone available. When 

recording, make sure you are close enough to hear the person speaking. Conduct a 
short test recording before you record the whole presentation to ensure you have 
quality sound. 

5. You will want to frame the person and whatever they are showing in the same 
frame. To make a good picture, it is better to cut off the individual’s lower legs than 
having it be too far away and not seeing the actual presentation and person. 

6. If you want to show the overall picture and then zoom in, that is fine, but only do it 
once. Do not zoom in and out throughout the presentation. 

7. Never pan back and forth between the presenter and what is being shown. 
8. If they have a display board when the presentation is finished, please zoom in at this 

time and show the board so the judges can see and read it. 
9. Make sure to ask some questions at the end. Here are some sample questions: 

a. What made you decide to do this presentation? 
b. How long have you been involved doing this? 
c. What have you learned while doing this project? 
d. Up to three more questions that you see fit. 

10. You are welcome to do presentations outside, but please follow what you can from 
the above guidelines. 

Established by: Marla Lowder, Kate Schaberg, Darren Snyder March 2020. 


