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4-H’er of the Month—Willow Walaszek 
  
  
 
 
 

Willow Walaszek is the secretary for North Road Rangers. It is her 
first year in NRR and her second year as a 4-H member. Willow 
has demonstrated leadership, service, cheerfulness, dedication, and 
a positive attitude over the course of her 4-H career. She weighs 
decisions carefully, is quick to voice sound ideas, and she steps in 
when there is a space to fill. She has introduced our club to the 
amazing residents at Heritage Place and serves as a liaison between 
them and North Road Rangers. Willow exemplifies teen leadership 
by her thoroughness in her work, her willingness and happiness to 
help younger members, her excellent example in record keeping 
and taking minutes, and her eagerness to help the club grow. She is 
doing great things for her club, her community, her country, and 
her world, and for all of the above reasons, I’m proud to be 
Willow’s 4-H leader and to name her 4-H’er of the month in 
February, 2016.  

— Cassy Rankin 
 

Kenai Peninsula District  
 K-Beach Road, Suite. A  ●  Soldotna, AK 9966 A  ●  907-262-5824 

April 2016 

 Calendar of Events: 
April 
8-10 Home Show at Sport Center 
11  Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m. at 

CES office 
14-17 Horse Contest- Palmer 
15  Deadline to sign up for Tree 

Salemanship Class 
22 Tree Salemanship Class 4-6 

p.m. at CES office 
30 Animal Health Workshop 8:45 

a.m. at Soldotna Sport Center 
May 
1 Swine, Lamb, Goat, Goose 

Possession Date 
7 Large Livestock Weigh in Day 
9 Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m. at 

CES Office 
13 Tree Tagging at 4 p.m. 
14 Tree Sale at 11 p.m. 
24-27 Senior Horse Camp 
27-28 State Livestock Contest 
29-31 Junior Horse Camp 
Kenai Peninsula State Fair 140 days 
approximately! 
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4-H Volunteer of the Month—Karen McGahan 
 

Our Volunteer of the Month is Karen McGahan. Karen has had 
many grandchildren in the 4-H program, and she is always 
happy to do whatever she can to support them. She has been 
known to cook many a crock pot of food for fundraising 
situations, drive a carload of kids to activities, donate 
generously for 4-H clubs in need, and show up to applaud at 
many (rainy!) horse events. She has gone on adventurous road 
trips to various horse contests as well. Karen is the host of a 
radio call-in show called Sound Off, and she has often invited 
4-H kids and adults to come and promote our programs on the 
air.  
Karen is a proud supporter of 4-H and has seen the benefits it 
provides to her own grandkids and many other children she 
knows as well. That’s why she continues to be one of our best 
volunteers. 
This month Karen was once again invited to be a judge for the 
Public Presentation Day. She did a wonderful job, and we all 
appreciate her so much. She is always very kind and 
encouraging to each child and makes them feel special. 

Karen wrote her own story about her experiences as a judge and 
you can read about her perspective in THIS Pledger.  

 
Clover Bud Bio of the Month—Levi Rankin 

 
Hi! My name is Levi and I am seven years old. This is my third 
year of being a Cloverbud and soon I will be a Junior! I am 
having a very fun time inside my third year of Cloverbuds and 
this year I am making something made out of K’Nex, and if 
you’re wondering what other projects I’ve done, I have done two 
sewings with paintings in the background and I have brought a 
chicken to the fair, our banty rooster named King Louie. Being in 
4-H has taught me how to act around animals, how to treat 
animals, and how to raise animals on a farm. And I have learned 
to sew, I have learned to build, and I have learned how to show 
animals and projects. I like being part of North Road Rangers 
because it just teaches you so much. My Cloverbud leader, Ms. 
Katie, taught us to make paper snowflakes and how to make 
paintings with our thumbprints and she has taught us a game 
called Match It and we made a Tic Tac Toe board with tape and 
paper plates and played Tic Tac Toe. With my club I get to play, I 
get to show my projects, I get to talk with my friends. I get to go 
to workshops like the pig workshop at Willow’s house in March. 
Being inside North Road Rangers has been a pleasure. I am very 
happy to be a Cloverbud with my club.  — Levi Rankin 
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4-H Alumni—Holly Malone 
 

I started my 4H journey in 1997 when I was in the 6th grade. I raised 
two JML pigs; I named Penny and Porky. I fell in love with the 
animals and the program. When I was in the 7th grade I raised my 1st 
steer, Big Red. He was the Grand Champion steer that year and my 
best bud. I was so sad to see him go. He taught me a lot about patience 
and hard work. He was wild when I got him and taming him was not 
easy. The following year I raised his full brother Joey but didn't 
auction him. In 9th grade I raised a pig again and named him Gordy 
and also a pen of rabbits named Jack, Peter, and Velveteen. When I 
got my last 4-H animal I was in the 10th grade and it was three weeks 
after Destiny was born. I raised Destiny and Charlotte, my pig, 
together for the first six months. Taking care of a baby and raising a 4-
H animal was a lot of work but a very interesting experience. I still 
managed to produce a purple ribbon educational display and a blue 
ribbon public presentation on “raising ducks alone vs inside a flock.” I 
learned so many things in 4-H. I couldn't begin to explain them all, but 
I can say that I managed to be a successful teenage mom because I 
learned early on about hard work, not giving up, caring for someone 
not capable of caring for themselves and doing your best. When my 
kids were old enough we started our 4-H journey and I have been a 4-
H mom for five years now. It isn't as much fun as being a 4-H kiddo, 

but I think it is still pretty special. 4-H provided some of my best childhood memories and it is why I enjoy 
volunteering now as an alumni. 

 
Nominations Needed 

 
We are currently looking for nominations for 
4-H Volunteer of the Month, 4-H Alumni, 
Cloverbud of the Month and a 4-H’er who is 
trying something new and would to be willing 
to write about it. If you know someone who 
can fit in these categories, please contact Geri 
or Toni at peninsulapledger@gmail.com 

 
Pledger Subscriptions 

 
This month’s paper version of the Pledger 
will be given to the 4-H’ers who subscribe to 
the Pledger and pay the $ 5 fee (which will be 
used to help pay for the ink and paper it takes 
to print the Pledger.) $5 fees need to be paid 
at the office. There will be an option of picking up the Pledger at the CES office or have your club leader 
do it for you. The color version of the Pledger is on the Kenai Peninsula 4-H website for those who prefer 
to print them out themselves. Web address is: http://www.alaska4h.org 
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Animal Health Workshop 
 

This is a golden opportunity to learn about the proper way to care for your animals. The cost is $5 per 
person OR $10 per family. Here is a copy of the agenda, but it can change as we get closer to the date 
 
Title: Kenai Peninsula Animal Health Workshop 
Location Soldotna Sports Center 
Date and Time Saturday April 30 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.. 
 
Morning Session 
 
8:45 a.m  Registration and Coffee 
 
9:00 a.m  Welcome and Introduction 
 
9:05 a.m  Basic Poultry Production and Care 
  Sarah Donchi, Kenai Feed 
 
9:40 a.m   Biosecurity Considerations for Poultry and Livestock 
  Robert Gerlach, VMD, Alaska State Veterinarian 
 
10:10 a.m   Animal Health Topic (TBD) 
  Rosemarie Lombardi, VMD, USDA APHIS 
 
10:40 a.m Sheep Health and Management Considerations 
 Amy Seitz, Executive Director Alaska Farm Bureau 
 
11:20 a.m Morning Session: Question and Answer Forum with Speakers 
 
Noon Lunch Break 
 
Afternoon Session 
 
1:00 p.m. Welcome Back from Lunch 
 
1:05 p.m. Ruminant Nutrition 
  Michael Fisher, Colorado State University Extension 
 
1:45 p.m. Equine Nutrition 
  Michael Fisher, Colorado State University Extension 
 
2:25 p.m. Understanding Feeds and Calculating Rations 
 Michael Fisher, Colorado State University Extension 
 
3:10 p.m. Pasture Management and Grazing 
 Casey Matney, UAF Cooperative Extension Service 
 
3:40 p.m. Afternoon Session: Question and Answer Forum with Speakers 
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Public Presentation 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped plan out and help put together 
Public Presentation Day. Since I never attended one before, I found it 
exciting, fun and interesting. The judges were great. Public 
Presentation Day was Febuary 26. Here are two articles written by 
people who attended  Public Presentation Day. One article was written 
by a judge and the other written was by a presenter. 

Hi, my name is Cierra Mitchell and 
I am going to share my experience 
at Public Presentation Day. At first I 
wasn't going to do a presentation, 
but my 4-H leader, Geri Litzen, 
encouraged me to do one. She even 
took me on a late night Wal-Mart 
trip to get all of my supplies! (I had 
been doing my research for weeks 

beforehand but had not got my board started yet.) So starting at ten the 
night before the event, my mom and I worked till one in the morning on 
it. The next morning I put the finishing touches on my board, practiced 
for a few hours, and then took it to presentation day. When we — my 
mom, my sister, Kimberly (my fellow club member) and I — arrived at 
Christ Lutheran Church we were filled to the brim with nervous 
excitement. Kimberly went first. Her board was on Triple Crown 
winners and she did fantastic! Next, it was my turn, and my team was 
there to cheer me on. My board was on Gypsy Vanners, and when I presented, to my surprise, I did well. 

After our presentations, it was time for board judging. 
There were so many boards that it took a while to get to 
mine. So in the meantime, we watched some other 
presentations. One was about Coca-Cola and the other 
was about cyber bullying and they both were good. When 
those were finished, our boards were judged and we both 
did exceptionally well. 

 

In the end, I am so glad I did it. So if next year 
you are debating about doing a presentation 
board, then I strongly encourage doing one! It 
was such a blast and I am so thankful for all of 
the people that put it on. All and all, it was a 
great experience and I hope to present again 
soon. — Cierra Mitchell 
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My name is Karen McGahan. I'm a radio host at KSRM Radio. 
I have been honored to be a judge at 4-H Presentation Day for two 
years. Since I have been involved in radio and in local government, 
I'm very aware of the importance of learning to give public 
presentations. 
I'm so impressed by the 4-H students! I judged the juniors this year. 
Their poise and their knowledge of their subjects were amazing. 

They also have 
confidence and speak 
clearly. Sometimes I had 
to remind myself of how 
young these juniors are! 
4-H is such a good 
program and has such a 
wonderful impact on 
these young lives. I'm 
also impressed to see the 
family involvement in 
the program. I hope I will be asked to judge at the 4-H 
Presentation Day again. It is truly a blessing. 

 
 

 
 
 

Rally Day 
 

I just wanted to say thanks to everyone who help set up and run Rally Day. I really appreciate all the hard 
work you all did. A picture is worth a thousand words, so I will let these pictures speak for themselves to 
show you what fun we all had. 

 
   Flower Arrangement Class  Northwind Riders Setting up Horse Contest Class  
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 Showmanship Class  Sewing Class Livestock Competition Bowl Class 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Dance Class Life Lessons Class 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rally Day Cloverbud Camp 

 
Katie Reinchart and Toni Loop set out to give the Cloverbuds a fun yet educational time. After meeting 
together we decided safety was very important for this young age. We wanted them to learn fire, bear and 
personal safety. It was exciting to get the firefighters and State Troopers to come in. A video on bear 
safety was also shown too. Thank you Colton and Gracie for coming in to help do Cloverbud Livestock 
Bowl with the kids.. 

StateTroopers FireFighters 



 
 

 

April 2016 
 

Peninsula Pledger 

8 

 

Participating Cloverbuds LiveStock Cloverbud Bowl 

Story Time-Pooh Do Not Talk to Strangers Game Time 

4-H Clover Bean Art 4-H Clover Bean Art 
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Western Region Leadership Forum 
 

Several people attended this event and were  willing to write about their experiences: 
 

Avlynne Wolverton: 
Hello! My name is Avlynne Wolverton.  
This is my second year in 4-H. Earlier this month, I had the 
privilege of being able to attend WRLF in Fairbanks. It was 
a very inspiring experience. The classes were amazing and 
were taught by people who were all very knowledgeable 
about the subjects they taught. My favorite class would 
have to be one I took on different learning styles; in that 
session the teacher explained the different learning styles 
and how your learning style will affect your teaching 
methods. I also took a class on how to get volunteers to help 
put on a horse show. In this class I learned how to recognize 
different personality types, how to motivate people, and 
how to place the right volunteer in the right volunteer 
position. These were just a few of the things I learned at WRLF. Overall, WRLF was a very educational and 
super fun experience.   

 
Penelope Litzen, Northwind Riders President: 
My experience at WRLF (Western Regional Leaders Forum) was fantastic! I especially enjoyed traveling to 
Fairbanks with my club and going to workshops. 

I traveled with the Northwind Riders horse club. The members who went were Avlynne Wolverton, 
Kimberly Heckert, my mom (Geri Litzen, leader) and myself. We had an amazing time together not only 
attending the conference but also traveling and spending time in Fairbanks. We went shopping and got to go 
to where a huge ice carving competition was going on. The sculptures were incredible! Some members from 
my other club, the North Road Rangers, also represented our district at WRLF.  
The body of the forum consisted of workshops. Each day, I would go to my classes not knowing what 
exactly to expect. Not only had I never been to something like WRLF, but it had been months since I had 
read the descriptions of my classes! I was pleasantly surprised. I will share with you a few of my favorites.  

In one class I learned about emotional intelligence, or what we know about what we feel and what those 
around us are feeling. We learned about self and social awareness, and self and relationship management. 
Like several of the classes I chose, I was the only youth in the room. I enjoyed learning alongside 
experienced adult leaders. Another one of my workshops was called Learning To Teach, Teaching To Learn. 
In this one, we learned about different learning styles. We even got to take the VARK questionnaire to see 
what our predominant style was. My last workshop of the event was on how you can incorporate healthy 
living into your 4-H program. It was a fun and active class which taught several ways you can do it. After 
attending that class at WRLF, I took what I learned back to my horse club and we all tried doing a special 
yoga routine with the 4-H pledge. I also went to a class on facilitation and another class on how you can lead 
group games. All the workshops were high quality and the educators were knowledgeable about their 
subjects. Since the subjects were mostly leadership, they were good at keeping the classes engaging.  
I am certainly glad I took the time and went to WRLF. My clubs and I look forward to the opportunity of 
going next year, when the annual event will be held in Alberta, Canada. I hope to see you there!  

Turtle Ice Sculpture  
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Geri Litzen: 
I was so happy to be able to experience WRLF with my club kids. It was exciting to meet other leaders, 
and talk to them about their horse clubs. It was also a lot of fun for me to take classes with my kids I 
brought along and see them all enjoying themselves so much! As I passed the kids in the hall or met up 
at meals, they were always laughing, grinning, and eager to share everything they were learning. I can't 
believe all that we did in just a few short days! 	  

One thing that I quickly realized was how powerful it was for me, as a 4-H leader, to be able to feel the 
love and loyalty all around me. I have a passion for 4-H but rarely am I surrounded by so many people 
who feel the same way! It was awe-inspiring and gave me even more energy for my club, and more 
affirmation of the things that I love about being a horse club leader. 	  

Besides classes, the event had a lot more to offer. The kids 
enjoyed hands-on activities, snacks and late night chats in the 
hospitality room, the pin swap, and the dance! (The dance was 
a new experience for some, and learning line dancing was a 
cool challenge!) We were all very impressed at the way our 
own state hosted such an incredible convention and we 
appreciated each and every person who worked so hard to 
make it a roaring success.	  
After closing ceremonies on the WRLF, our fun was still just 
beginning. We stayed a few more days to explore Fairbanks. 
The kids were able to get a private tour of the university (their 
favorite parts were the coffee shop, the rec center, and the 

stuffed piranha in the marine biology department!), go shopping for tack at Alaska Feed, tour their 
leader's favorite artsy bookstore, taste local Chinese food and wood-fired pizza, and for the grand 
finale—go to the World Ice Carving Championships at the Fairbanks Ice Park. Words can't express how 
delighted we all were at this display! We got all bundled up and prepared to freeze, and freeze we did! 
But it was so worth every shiver because the artistry of each sculpture was beyond beautiful to behold. 
We all agreed it was the best way to wrap up our AMAZING trip to Fairbanks. 	  
 

Colton Rankin: 
This year I had the opportunity to go to WRLF in Fairbanks. 
Being able to talk with other 4-Hers from around the country 
and learn what they do in in 4-H was really cool. I had a great 
time at WRLF and some of my favorite workshops were: 
 “Meating the Grade” — This workshop was about judging 
meat and how to raise a good quality market animal. 

“Emerging Disease Threats” — This workshop was taught by 
Dr. Bob Gerlach and had so much information that I wanted to 
listen to him all day. He talked about all about the animal 
disease outbreaks that have made an impact on the farming 
industry. 
These are just two of the workshops that I was able to attend at this year’s WRLF. WRLF 2016 will be a 
huge part of my 4-H journey and I hope that all 4-H’ers from the Kenai will be able to go to a WRLF in the 
future.  
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Breaking Ground 
 

How to Incubate Pheasant Eggs From Start to Finish. 

By Zander Rogers 
The most common ratio of hens to roosters is 10-12. On 
average a hen will lay 50-60 eggs in spring/summer, with a 
75% hatch rate. I gather the pheasant eggs every day. I wash 
the eggs with warm water then I date them and put them in 
the incubator. The incubator setting should be set to 99.4ºF 
and 53% humidity. I look through the glass every morning 
and every evening.  

After 24 to 25 days these eggs will hatch. During the 
incubation process you need to turn the eggs three to four 

times a day. Three days before they hatch, you need to remove the eggs from the auto turner and place them 
on the floor of the incubator. This will allow the chick to get ready to peck out of its shell. Once the chicks 
are out of its shell you must take them out of the incubator and put them in a box with a heat lamp. After 
about one week they fly, so you will need to top your box. After 6 weeks they can go outside to start the 
process all over again. 

 
Update on the Mt. McKinley Meat and Sausage 

 
The last thing I heard about the locker plant being shut down is that the state has funded it for one year and it 
needs to be sold before the next year. There is an investor looking into purchasing the locker plant, making it 
a privately owned locker plant, but it will maintain the USDA stamp. If the plant does not sell in one year 
they will shut it down and we will need to take all the animals to Delta locker plant. So all in all we have 
made it one more year with good news. I would assume that when the private investor takes over the price of 
the kill fee will go up, but at this point there is no telling what will happen. 
—Jim Rogers 

 
Beads of Courage 

 
This month the Northwind Riders worked on their 

community service project, Beads of Courage. They 
went to Makayla Derkevorkian's house and mucked out 
the paddock and groomed the hairy, muddy ponies. Of 
course, for these horse kids it was considered fun, even 
in the messy stable area! While working they were 
steadily quizzed with tough horse contest 
questions...because we never stop studying :) 
Anyone is welcome to hire our club; we work for 
$10/hour and are happy to dive in and get dirty for a 
great cause. Please consider helping us help kids with 
cancer and other life-threatening diseases! Contact Geri 
Litzen, glitzen@outlook.com, if you would like the club 
to come and do some work for you.  
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Club News 
 

4-H Alls Club 
 
4-H Alls received a grant to plant a birch tree at Karen Hornaday Park on May 16, Alaska's Arbor Day. 

 
Funky Farmers Club 

 
March Sewing Projects for the Funky Farmers — Tanner 
Rogers, Cloverbud. 
We meet every Sunday in March. We made several 
projects, including a tissue box cover which I used for a bag 
to collect my chicken eggs. The fabric is military green ( 
Melanie and Jenna Carpenters’ dad gave it to us to use 
because it had a hole in it) and I added a draw string to it. 
We also made a pillow case with French seams. Mine is 
made out of Ant Man fabric. Our last project was a t-shirt 
bag that required cutting but no sewing. I did not get to 
make one of those. My favorite part was using the sewing 
machine. Our instructor was Mrs Epperhiemer and we meet 
at the Church of Christ. I learned how to do a pillow case, a 
bag, threading the pull string, and a French seam. The 
French Seam it is very hard. I hope to learn to make a 
stuffed animal next time. I want to enter all of these in at the 
fair. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Grizzly Adventurers Cloverbud Club 
 

This month we made a no-sew tee shirt 
bag. We discussed creating a club t-shirt. 
The Cloverbuds will be drawing the 
pictures that will be put on the shirt.  
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North Road Rangers 
 

Last month was a busy month for the North 
Road Rangers. Most of the Rangers took part 
in Presentation Night. Four of the seven grand 
and reserve champions were from our club. 
Everyone who took part had a great time. In 
March, four teens and two leaders from NRR 
went up to WRLF. Being able to meet 4-H’ers 
from all over the country was an awesome 
experience for everyone who was able to 
attend WRLF.  

We had a teen leader meeting on March 12. 
We talked about the award ceremony our club 
is hosting this fall, and we made a list of all of 
our members and their projects. After the teen 

leader meeting we had our club business meeting. We voted that our club animal was going to be a pig. We 
talked about our club shirts that we are going to order next month. The kids that went to WRLF presented a 
slideshow of their trip and after the meeting we played some games which we learned at WRLF. 

On March 18, three of our teen leaders were able to respond to the invitation from the Funky Farmers and go 
to Metal Magic with their group and form bowls from pieces of metal. Everyone had a great time and will be 
entering the art they made that day in the fair. 
 Our club’s March Hands-On meeting was at Willow’s farm where we learned about pig farrowing and how 
to take care of baby pigs and where we met our club pig. Our April teen leader meeting and business 
meeting will both be on April 2 at the Kenai Library, and our April hands-on meeting will be “Intro to Kung-
Fu” at the White Crane Academy in Kenai. — Colton Rankin, Club President, North Road Rangers 

Northwind Riders 
 

We have been very busy getting ready for the Alaska State Horse 
Contest this month. Our group has been having meetings 
frequently getting ready for the contest. We have been studying 
vertebrae in the spinal column, horse genetics, plants that are 
poisonous or dangerous to horses, horses teeth, different kinds of 
feed, and much more. I really enjoy going to the meetings, 
because we always learn something new. And we always have 
fun! Our coaches Geri Litzen and Jesi Beauchamp have been so 
great in helping us get ready for horse bowl. I want to give them a 
huge thank-you for being so great to us! We have been truly 
blessed with such great coaches for our group. 
Our club had a blast teaching a Rally Day class. We had about 20 
kids and it was a lot of fun helping them learn all about the Alaska 
State Horse Contest. Each of us had a different part to teach them. 
We had a meeting to organize ourselves and plan our class, and 
that was actually a lot of fun too. We are glad we planned ahead. 
We taught the kids there about each part of the contest, like youth 

horse judging, team problem solving, buzzer contest, and stations for hippology. 
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At one of our recent meetings we had a guest speaker. Her name was Sandra Kerns and she was from 
Winters Grace equine therapy. She told us all about her therapy and how it helps others. She told us lots 
of stories of people she has helped. It was very neat! After she told us about what she did and told us 
some pretty cool stories we all got to try out some of the things that she does with the kids that she 
works with. We all chose a station and worked on a specific thing. There was story writing, card 
making, arts and crafts, puppetry, decorating a farm scene, and writing encouraging messages. After we 
shared about what we had done she told us about how she uses these kinds of “tools” in her therapy to 
help others. It was very cool! And I really enjoyed listening! 

Our group is so excited to announce that we will be hosting a play day this summer! It will be on June 
11 at the Soldotna Rodeo Grounds! Please come on out and join us! It is going to be a lot of fun! Just 
bring a horse and get ready to have some fun. I did a few play days last summer and really enjoyed all 
of them and made some fun memories. One of my favorite memories was when I played ribbon race. It 
is when two people team up and each person carries one end of the ribbon and ride at the same time. 
You have to be really careful not to drop or break the ribbon. It is kind of hard and requires a lot of team 
work (especially when a Friesian and a pony are teamed up!), but it is really fun. I am not completely 
sure what games we will be playing at our play day, but I am sure whatever they may be they will be 
very fun. And our group is looking forward to it. We hope to see you there! 
We are going to be having a Northwind Riders club sleepover at Geri Litzen’s house on April 8, which I 
am really looking forward to. Our next meeting is April 23 at the Kenai Public Library. 
— Madeline Knowlton 

 
Junior Market Livestock 

 
The JML board last met on the 22nd of February. At Rally Day on Feb. 27, there was a JML 101 class 
hosted by JML Vice President Laurel Correa and JML member Willow Walaszek. There was a sheep 
workshop on Feb. 29 at the 4-H office where Mr. Joe Thomas taught JML members all about sheep and the 
requirements for their care. There was a JML pool party over spring break and a swine workshop at the 
Walaszek farm on March 26. Possession dates coming up are: pheasants on April 8, and sheep, swine, and 
turkeys on May 1. The next JML meeting is March 28; I hope to see you there! 

 
— Gracie Rankin, JML Reporter 
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Trail Blazers 

 
A HUGE congratulation goes out to club 
members Chelsea Lozano and Robert 
McGinnis for their qualification in the top 
twelve in the Caring for the Kenai 
competition! These two will be working 
diligently on their oral presentations and we 
look forward to supporting them through 
their presentation process! 

Thank you to everyone who came and 
volunteered at the fairground fundraiser — 
we haven't gotten a full report yet but it was 
full house and a busy kitchen, so I am sure it 
was a financially successful evening for the 
fairgrounds. Our club appreciates using the 
fairgrounds for club meetings and as a home 
base for our horse project in the 

summertime, so it was great to volunteer for the evening as food servers, dishwashers and as set-up and 
clean-up crew. 

Trail Blazers spring business meeting is TUESDAY, MARCH 29 at the fairgrounds community room at 6 
p.m. We will serve a pizza supper, discuss our summer goals, plan our fundraising season and assess our 
current membership. Please plan to attend with your family as well as friends or potential members. 
Don't forget important dates coming up: plan for the Horse Bowl, FFA State Convention, Alaska 
Agriculture Day and Horse Camp! — Katie Matthews 
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Youth Competitons 

Live Stock Competition 
 
Our Alaska State Livestock Contest season was 
kicked off with the Kenai Peninsula Wranglers 
busying themselves with getting their teams 
gathered, beginning their studies, and honing 
their team presentation. I was so proud of their 
efforts at Public Presentation Night as they took 
Grand Champ in team presentations. The next 
day, they led a workshop at Rally Day on the 
Livestock Contest and taught a group of their 
peers (and their JML leader!) all about buzzer 
bowl and how to give oral reasons when 
judging a class of livestock, all while using four 
different types of cookies as examples. The 
team signed on one new member, and all kids 
and coaches met at the Treehouse Restaurant in 
Nikiski this month for an after-school pizza 
meeting where they discussed and prepped for this year’s contest. All team members are working on 
deciding what their presentation topics will be for the contest, and they look forward to touring a local meat 
processing facility to learn more about cuts of meat. The team also looks forward to choosing and ordering a 
set of their own buzzers that they will purchase using the funds from their recent fundraiser and a matching 
grant from an organization called Matt’s Buzzers. There are ten weeks until the contest and we’ll begin 
meeting more often from now until then as we work hard and practice to improve our knowledge and skill 
for the Alaska State Livestock Contest. 
— Coach Cassy 

 
Alaska State Horse Competition 

 
We are getting so close to the Alaska State Horse 
Contest! The kids are studying extremely hard. 
We meet twice a week now, and I'm so pleased 
and impressed with these kids' work ethic and 
how they just keep showing up so that we 
coaches can put them through their paces. This 
week we worked on learning about toxic plants, 
genetics, and more anatomy (such tough 
questions!). We also had a little bit of pure fun 
choosing and ordering our Northwind Rider and 
North Star Mustangs team SHIRTS. This is 
always a highlight of the contest — getting our 
fashion on! The kids did a great job finding a 
good deal and free shipping, and we are all very 
excited to wear them on contest day. 	  
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While I thought they were just writing thank-you notes and ordering 
shirts, the kids had a stealthy activity going on. They dreamed up and 
put together an incredible thank-you gift for Jesi and me and managed 
to keep it a secret until our next meeting. Avlynne drew the pictures, 
and the other kids tore tiny pieces of patterned paper until a mosaic was 
produced. We were so stunned to be given the gorgeous horse-themed 
canvas art piece, with each of the kids' thank-you notes written on the 
back. I think we both cried! It was such a sweet gesture of their 
appreciation and we were really touched to receive them. 	  
Speaking of appreciation, we are so thankful for the local businesses 
that have been sponsoring us and supporting us towards our goals of 
competing in this contest. We live in a great community that loves our 
youth! 

—	  Geri Litzen	  
 
 

 
JML Swine Workshop 

 
On March 26, Willow Walaszek held a JML swine workshop at 
her family’s farm in Kasilof. At her “ Pig Farrowing Workshop,” 
she shared in great detail her recent experience with pig 
farrowing and taking care of 16 piglets from that litter. Those 
who attended the workshop received a wealth of knowledge 
about pig farrowing, the lessons learned and what to do and not 
to do, along with personal stories from the family. 

After the presentation 
the attendees were led 
on a tour of the farm. 
They got to interact with 
various animals and of 
course the PIGS! There 
was lots of fun and 
laughs as the piglets 
were chased around in 
the muck. Thanks a 

bunch to Willow and her family for having us out there. 
— Casey Loop 
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Notes from Nancy: 
Hi 4-H’ers, 
 
This request for a “Note from Nancy” is taking me back to wonderful recollections! What great people work 
in 4-H! Added to pleasant 4-H memories that filled my life in the past are the joys of hearing of today’s 
young members making good choices. Caring, compassionate people abound on the Kenai Peninsula. I sure 
am proud of the group that is putting the Pledger together and for all the volunteers who are helping 4-H 
move forward during this time. I would like to commend Linda Tannehill and the CES staff who work 
tirelessly toward the same end. Together we can allow 4-H to shine and make a difference in the lives of 
many youth. 
 
Since I quit working in the CES office, Tim and I have continued commercial fishing in Egegik during the 
summers. We enjoy sharing in our Minnesota, California and Alaska grandkids’ 4-H ventures, which include 
a large variety of animal projects. 
 
Here are a few ideas that will help you have a winning year in 4-H: 
 
DO NOT PROCRASTINATE! Set aside a time each week to 

 *Set goals for your 4-H success 
 *Bring your records up to date 
 *Work on a project and/or finish one you’ve started. Perhaps it is one you can put in a safe place till 

you take it to the fair for exhibition. 
 
REMEMBER: 

 *Being organized is a first step to success. 
 *Being kind is always the best choice! 
 *Being grateful makes you a joy to be around. SAY THANK YOU! 
 
Our family has always been thankful to be a part of the Kenai Peninsula 4-H family! 
On to the future! 
 
“Cowboy Ethics: What Wall Street Can Learn From the Code of the West” 
1. Live each day with courage 
2.  Take pride in your work 
3. Always finish what you start 
4. Do what has to be done 
5.  Be tough, but be fair 
6.  When you must make a promise, keep it 
7.  Ride for the brand 
8.  Talk less, say more 
9.  Remember that some things aren’t for sale 
10. Know where to draw the line. 
 

  
In the next Peninsula Pledger issue we would like to have ALL club news, event information and such 
turned in by the 23 of every month. We are looking for more volunteers to gather information and 
write articles for us. If you are interested, please let Geri Litzen (398-0692) or Toni Loop (776-3642) 
know. Thanks 


