
  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-H’er of the Month- Rylee Brewington 

 
         Our 4-H ER of the Month is Rylee Brewington. Rylee is 

15 and a member of the Northwind Riders Horse Club. Although she is 

new to 4-H this year, she embodies all that 4-H is known for: she's 

responsible, dedicated, and loyal. She can be counted on to pitch in no 

matter what our club is doing or where we are going. She's always 

there! 

           Her smile is contagious and her sense of humor cracks 

us up. Rylee always has a great attitude, even when asked to scoop 

manure on a parade route, or give a muddy mini a bath. She's never 

afraid to dive right in and work hard! Even though Rylee has had 

problems with her legs, and has had 14 surgeries on them, she never 

complains at all, even when we know she's in pain. 

           As a leader, I always feel appreciated when Rylee is 

around, because she loves our club and is thankful to be one of us. She 

has a gentle and kind way with horses and is especially bonded to her 

project horse, Duvall. I'm so thankful for a girl like Rylee in our horse 

club! 
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 Calendar of Events: 

August 

8 District Council Meeting @ 

6:30 pm @ CES Office 

10 Swine and Steer Workshop 

6pm 

11-14 Teen Wilderness Camp 

13 Nonperishable/ Non-animal 

exhibit entry 

17 Fair Work day 9 @ 

Fairgrounds 

18 Fair weigh in and Check In 

day 

19-21 FAIR DATES 

26  Pledger Articles are Due! 

 

Kenai Peninsula State Fair 20 

days approximately! 

 

 



4-H’er of the Month for March-Gracie Rankin 
 

Gracie Rankin has a positive, can-do attitude. 

When Gracie is at a 4-H meeting she is engaged and 

shares her thoughts and ideas. I’ve observed her several 

times taking charge of young 4-H members when she 

can see 4-H Leaders are in need of assistance. She 

keeps the kids busy with games and other fun activities. 

Gracie is also willing to speak-up on behalf of her and 

other 4-H members. It’s my pleasure to recognize 

Gracie as March 4-H’er of the Month.              

(Submitted by Linda Tannehill) 

 

4-H Volunteer of the Month-Colleen 

Dempsey 
 

Our Volunteer of the Month is Colleen 

Dempsey. Colleen’s mother is a veterinarian, and 

Colleen is going to school for Equine Dentistry. She is an avid supporter of the Northwind Riders 

horse club, and generously gives her time, her ideas, and even shares her own equine friends. 

Recently she was part of their big fundraiser- giving pony rides at a Nikiski community event. You 

see, Colleen doesn’t just have a lot of energy, she has a BIG heart. She adopted a former polo 

pony; a Thoroughbred named Nessa, and brought her all the way to Alaska! She met Nessa when 

she was doing the sport of polo, and Nessa was an abused and neglected polo pony. 

Colleen was happy to bring her beautiful Nessa to the pony 

ride event, and use her to help support our local 4-H horse club kids. 

She also helped set up for the event, and her dad even offered to help 

drive a truck and trailer to help haul the other horses to the event. 

She even invited a friend to come help as well. Colleen, her friend, 

and her dad worked hard and were a huge help! 

Colleen is also going to be a special speaker at the 

Northwind Riders meeting, to share her experiences in the polo pony 

world. We appreciate volunteers like Colleen! 

 

4-H Alumni- Wilma Dandy 
 

This month’s alumnus raised horses all her life, became an 

expert at horse showing, and was a 4-H leader for over 20 years. 73 

year-old Wilma Dandy lives in Soldotna, but spent her 4-Her-

wrangling days in Oregon in the 60s and 70s.  

 Wilma led a horse club of around 23 kids called “The 

Wind Riders”. The generous leader shared her expertise in horse 

showing and much more. Some things the club learned through her 

teaching were bridleless riding, trailering, care and show prep, 

showing, and valuable life and social skills. Wilma’s work as a 



leader is especially admirable because she took kids in to her club that others weren’t as willing to work 

with. Seeing that the kids wanted to learn, she helped them with more than just their horses. At times 

members would even stay at her house when they needed to. Wilma says The Wind Riders were a close 

family-like group that took care of each other and helped each other with their horses. Although Wilma 

herself was a mentor to the kids in her club, they weren’t the only ones learning. She says the kids 

taught her “patience …and more patience”. Wilma also says that her experiences have helped given her 

tolerance to this day.  

 Today Wilma enjoys the good memories of her days as a leader. She has even stayed 

connected to some of the girls whom she was the leader of. She is happy to have all the experiences 

that she did, and she advises our youth to do everything they want to do now, while they’re still young.  

 ~ Written by Penelope Litzen   

 

Wilma is a great resource for horse showing knowledge. Check out her 5 top show-prep tricks! 

1. Leave a radio playing a baseball game in the barn to desensitize your horse to the noises of the   

crowd 

2. Put Listerine on a gelding’s neck if necessary to reduce swelling  

3. Dye horses’ unwanted spots with hair dye 

4. Suspect thrush? Put your horse’s hoof in a bucket of vinegar; it will bubble and help the hoof if 

they do have it 

5. Use hair oil or Vaseline to keep your horse’s mane in place 

 

Pledger Subscriptions 
 

This month’s paper version of the Pledger will be given 

to the 4-H’ers who subscribe to the Pledger and pay the $ 5 

fee, (which will be used to help pay for the ink and paper it 

takes to print the Pledger.) $5 fees need to be paid at the 

office. There will be an option of picking up the Pledger at the 

CES office or have your club leader do it for you. The color 

version of the Pledger is on the Kenai Peninsula 4-H website 

for those who prefer to print them out themselves. Web 

address is: http://www.alaska4h.org . 

                                 

Bubba The Sheep 

 
Meet Bubba the Sheep. During the months of June, July 

and August we will be hiding Bubba somewhere in the 

Pledger. He is in THIS Pledger as we speak. Can you find 

him? Whoever finds him will be put in a drawing for some 

great prizes! He could be in a picture hiding or in plain view. 

Once you find him contact Toni Loop 740-1476 or Geri Litzen 398-0692 by the last day of the month. Also 

please do not tell other 4-Hers where he is. June’s prize was a free cupcake from Crazy Cupcake place. July was 

a pizza from Charlie’s Pizza. This month prize is a mystery. 

 

http://www.alaska4h.org/
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4th of July And Progress Days Float Preparation and BBQ 
 

Thank you  to everyone who helped in the 4th of July 

and Progress Day parades! I was very proud of our 4-

H members. The 4-H spirit and pride was definitely 

felt at each parade. The crowd was cheering us on too. 

We won 1st place in the Animal category for the 4th of 

July Parade! And we were also on front page of the 

Dispatcher Newspaper. 
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4th of July Parade Itself 
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Homer 4th July Parade Float 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progress Day Float 
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Club News 
Junior Market Livestock 

 

This month has been super busy for the 4-Hers on the 

Kenai Peninsula! 

First, we had the Fourth of July parade, a Fair work Day on the 

9th, a JML meeting on the 18th, and the Progress Day parade and 

another Fair work Day, both on the 23rd, and the Record book 

check on the 25th. 

The things coming up are the Small Stock workshop, the 

Superintendent meeting, a Steer and Swine Workshop and the 

Non-Perishables check-in. 

It’s still going to be busy, but the end is in sight!! I hope to see 

you at the Kenai Peninsula Fair!! 

~ written by Gracie Rankin, JML Reporter  
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Northwind Riders 
 

The Northwind Riders club has had another 

busy month! Our EE group (Equine Experience) 

who meets on Thursdays has enjoyed helping our 

new members settle in, and the new members have 

enjoyed getting to know all of the horses at the 

Litzen Zoo. The kids have been working on 

prepping for many events, including bathing the 

miniature horses to get them ready for the parade. 

There were lots of splashes, soap suds, and smiles 

all around! The kids also helped pack the trailer, 

stuff hay bags, and prepare the decorations. 

  We also went to the parade mentioned 

above, the Kenai July 4th Parade. We took Geri’s 

miniature horses, Pixie Dust and Magic. Magic was pulling his mini cart, and some of the kids were able to 

ride in the cart for part of the parade route. We decorated the cart with colorful award ribbons from 

previous horse contests, as well as flowers and ribbons on the horses and the harness. We also had a 

manure wagon, and we decorated that too! Dandelion the Corgi rode along. The parade was a lot of fun! 

We were amazed at how many people there were, so it was a good thing we had a LOT of candy to hand 

out! All of the club kids helped handle the minis, and worked really well as a team and a club. 

  We had a Record Book jam session day at the CES office, and it was a lot of fun! We went over the 

record book page by page, and made sure everyone knew what to do for records check day. We also talked 

about the fair and our fair entries, and all of the steps for entering exhibits. 

  At our EE group we helped the farrier with shoeing and trimming, and learned about the white line 

and other parts of the hoof. Penelope did a round pen demonstration with their Arabian, Duvall. After that 

we went to another farm nearby and worked weeding flower pots to raise money for beads for our Beads of 

Courage community project. The lady who hired us was so impressed with our club, she enthusiastically 

invited us back to help her with planting in the spring! 

 Our July business meeting was at the Litzen Zoo at our leader’s house. But that morning before the 

meeting, we were able to go to the Carol Coppinger Horse Clinic at Ron Homan’s house on K Beach. It 

was a very informative clinic! We went back to Geri’s house and had a sack lunch picnic, and played some 

games. At the business meeting afterwards, we worked on upcoming events and voted on some important 

decisions. Jesi shared about our big upcoming fundraiser, hosting a Play Day event at the SEA rodeo 

grounds on July 31st. Finally, the kids who attended the morning horse clinic used Geri’s mini horses to 

demonstrate what they had learned that morning. They did an amazing job! We really enjoyed watching 

them work intently with the minis, and the kids' parents were super impressed.  

 Our next event is a planning meeting on Tuesday, July 26th.  
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North Road Rangers 
 

North Road Rangers’ teen leaders met at 

Safeway for coffee and donuts and a morning meeting at 

the beginning of the month and hammered out details for 

this year’s awards banquet and talked about the club’s 

vision for 2016/17. There will be a leader retreat at the end 

of our 4-H year to set some focus goals for our club. We 

had a business meeting immediately following and 

discussed our club pig, the summer calendar, a second 

order of club shirts, the fair, the auction, upcoming 

parades, and how everyone is doing in their project areas. 

We held a Record Book Readiness Day at the Kenai 

Library where Ms. Cassy reviewed record books to make 

sure everyone was on point for Records Check at the end 

of the month. NRR had a dozen members present at the 

good-bye party for Mr. Jim and Ms. Shelia this month and 

as a club, presented them with a wooden “R” painted in 4-

H green from our club’s display board for the Rogers 

family to hang in their new home. They are taking a small 

part of NRR with them and our club is thankful for their 

loyal and dedicated years of service to 4-H and will miss 

them all very much. Our gardening group has been 

maintaining the back patio flower gardens and potato 

patch over at Heritage and enjoy tending the flowers with 

the residents each Sunday afternoon. North Road Rangers 

had kids and animals in both parades in July and loved being able to help hand out invitations to the JML 

auction and sharing their animals and 4-H love with the public. We are taking the month of August off from 

any official meetings in order for all members to be able to focus on getting ready for the fair. We are excited 

for this year’s fair and look forward to finishing this year well. Happy August from the North Road Rangers! 
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Trail Blazers 
 

Many congratulations are in order to our fabulous members! Great job to newly-crowned Ninilchik 

Rodeo Queen Rebecca Wythe and first runner-up Emily Arno!  And also to Jade Campbell who won the Little 

Miss Rodeo crown!  These gals worked hard with their horses all summer, prepared speeches, sold rodeo tickets 

and will represent our club at local rodeos.  Member Riana Boonstra trained hard and placed 2nd in the girls 

division of the Mount Marathon race this July 4th.  Haylee Overson achieved her goal of earning her Trail Blazers 

jacket by submitting a record book, participating in a speech contest and being club member in good standing for 

2 years.  Great job gals! 

Those of us not involved in the queen pageant or the Seward race worked at our Snack Shack fundraiser 

over 4th of July weekend at the Ninilchik Rodeo.  The Snack Shack is a great opportunity for us to learn to run a 

small business, practice safe food handling, have fun AND earn money!  Thank you to the youth who 

volunteered! 

As a service project at the fairgrounds, members of our leadership group and FFA Chapter have been 

planting and caring for several garden plots.  Scattered about the grounds, you will see raised beds of vegetables, 

small flower gardens and new plots of grass.  If your club would like to donate some time or materials to our 

garden and landscaping projects, swing in to the grounds anytime!    

The MatSu-Copper River district is hosting a horse show at the state fair this year – and some of our 

horse club members are planning to attend!  The show is August 26-28 and we are prepping weekly with show-

themed lessons.  Thank you to Shirley for teaching our horsemanship and barrel racing lessons – we are ramping 

up for twice per week and will rotate to arenas on the lower peninsula to prep for the show.  Please remember to 

check out our club Facebook page for location, time and instructor.   

Upcoming events: ALPAR litter patrol, Youth and Ladies Pheasant Hunt at Tachik Homestead, Kenai 

Peninsula Fair, Alaska State Fair and much more!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Haylee Overson tries on her new Trail 
Blazers coat 

Dylan, Tristan and Riana at the 
 Snack Shack order window! Dylan and Elliott selling 

rootbeer floats at the rodeo 

 

Kat fixes burgers in the snack shack 

Ninilchik Rodeo Queen Rebecca Wythe 
and her horse Zan 
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ALPAR 
Hello 4-H Families! 

This information is for the clubs interested in participating in the litter patrol this year. Our dates are 

August 6 - September 5. The ALPAR program does not require "three consecutive days" but rather "three 

days". You will need to come up with a participation sheet showing who helped and how many hours for each 

person. This will be turned in along with your final report. 

Please note that ALPAR requires a final report that is turned in to the Extension Office by the end of 

September. It is important to read the blank template before your pick-up so you know what information is 

needed in the final report. ALPAR also provides guidelines so read these carefully. If you have questions about 

litter patrol or completing the report ask Linda Tannehill. 

We are including a link to a safety video that was produced for Adopt-A-Highway so some of the 

information is different, such as the age restrictions and the fact that we don't have "Litter Patrol" signs. We do 

provide safety vests and trash bags that will need to be picked up in the Extension Office.  

Here is a link to a safety video that will review important safety information: 

http://dot.alaska.gov/stwdmno/aah/ 

Please go to your family’s 4-H homepage to access the ALPAR guidelines as well as the final report 

form you will need to complete this project.  

Have fun and take some photos! 

 

Please Take the following JML Auction Flyer and pass it out to 

your friend and family 

Disney princesses Ariel (Samantha) Cinderella 
(Haylee) Sleeping Beauty (Alexis) and Snow White 
(Jade) participate in the Homer 4th of July 
parade, handing out flyers to promote the fair!  

 



 

 

 

 

August 2016 

 

 
 

Peninsula Pledger 

13 

       

 
 

 

YOU ARE INVITED! 
Who: Businesses, families, friends, and supporters of local 4-H members 

Where: Kenai Peninsula Fairgrounds 

What:  4-H Junior Market Livestock Auction  

When: Saturday, August 20th, 1:30 p.m. NEW TIME: NOON!! 

 How: Come to the auction and cheer on our local youth as they auction off their 

project animal. You may want to fill out a bidder’s packet and be part of the 

bidding fun and put some home grown, 4-H raised, farm fresh meat in your 

freezer as you support your local youth!* 
Animals being auctioned may include pork, lamb, turkey, chickens, pheasants,  

geese, goat. See a JML member for more information about the auction or call  

the local Extension office at 262-5824. 

 

We hope to see YOU at our JML auction this year! 

 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 4-H OF THE            

KENAI PENINSULA! 
 

Join us as we make the best better in our club, our community, our 

country, and our world! 
 

*Purchase, slaughterhouse, and processing fees responsibility of purchaser 

 

AUCTION: SAT., AUGUST 20TH, NOON! BUYER’S BBQ TO 

FOLLOW! 
 

 

 

 

 


