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4-H’ers of the Month 
  

December 4-H’er of the Month- Matthew Loop 
Matthew Loop is part 
of Grizzly 
Adventurers 
Cloverbuds Club. He 
is 7 years old and 
loves to help out. He 
loves cooking and 
baking. This year he 
helped make eight 
pies for the Meals on 
Wheels fundraiser 
banquet. He also 
loves working with 

his hands doing mechanical work, for example. If you need help, he 
would love to lend a helping hand. 
 

4-H’er Volunteer of the Month- Katy Bethune 
The first time I 
really met Katy 
Bethune, she came 
to our neighborhood 
garage sale — and 
she came in style, 
with her horse 
hitched to a buggy. 
And just like that, I 
knew she was a 
person who could 
command. How 
right I was. Katy has 

worked for years to make 4-H a first-rate youth program. She was the 
Funky Farmers 4-H leader, president of the 4-H Council and active in 
the 4-H horse program, perfecting the horseless horse curriculum. 
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 Calendar of Events: 
February  
1 Reindeer Possession Date 

8 Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m. at 
CES office  

13 Anchor Point Carnival and 
Parade 

26 Public Presentation Day 

27 Rally Day 

TBA Lamb Selection Workshop 

TBA Shooting Training 

March 
 2-4 WRLF in Fairbanks 

11-18 KPBSD Spring Break 

14  Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m. at 
CES office 

15  4-H Pool Party 
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In 2006, after being awarded the Alaska State Salute to Excellence Volunteer of the Year award, she also 
received the Western Regional (13 Western states) Salute to Excellence honor. Jessica Bowlin, a 4-H’er who 
was in her club, wrote this about Mrs. Bethune: "Being a 4-H volunteer, Katy has always displayed a very 
sincere and professional attitude and behavior when working with participants, families and community 
partners. She has also helped recruit a large number of additional volunteers who have helped make our 
program what it is today. My personal growth from working with Katy and in our 4-H program is priceless.” 

Katy continues to promote 4-H. She is a valuable resource to the program, working on the records committee, 
judging, caring about kids and offering help in any area when asked. Thank you, Katy, for your incredible 
contribution to 4-H! 
(Written by Nancy Veal) 

4-H Alumni 
 

My name is Valerie Humphrey and I own 
Lucky 13 Fashions, a local clothing boutique. 
As a kid I was very active in 4-H and the JML 
program. I am incredibly thankful for the 
numerous things that 4-H taught me and all the 
amazing experiences I had in 4-H that still 
impact me today as a business owner. As you 
know, record keeping is a key requirement in 4-
H. My 4-H record books and JML logs taught 
me how to keep very organized, clear records. 
In the business world, keeping good records is 
super important! My 4-H record book days set 
me up with all the skills to keep the countless 
records I currently keep for my clothing store 
— so much so that people tease me that I am 
the spreadsheet queen! 

Another way that 4-H has impacted me today as a business owner is in confidence and public speaking. 
From making JML business contacts to public speaking requirements, 4-H was always stretching me to step 
out of my comfort zone and get more comfortable speaking in front of people. I learned how to present 
myself in a professional way and to speak clearly. Those skills are used daily as I help customers in my 
store find the perfect outfit. I also use those skills when handling business with my vendors. These and 
many more skills and experiences that I gained from 4-H have helped shape me into the person and 
business women I am today. THANK YOU 4-H! 
 

Pledger Subscriptions 
 

December Pledger was free to those 4-H’ers who had paid their yearly fees. There was a black and white 
edition at the Cooperative Extension Service office. This month’s paper version of the Pledger, however, 
will be given to the 4-H’ers who subscribe to the Pledger and pay the $5 fee, which will be used to help pay 
for the ink and paper it takes to print the Pledger. Every club leader will be given a subscription order form. 
The $5 fee needs to be paid at the office. There will be an option to pick up the Pledger at the Extension 
office or have your club leader do it for you. The color version of the Pledger is on the Kenai Peninsula 4-H 
website for those who prefer to print it out themselves. 
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2015-2016 Online Enrollment & Family Home Page 
 
This year, 4-H enrollment was done online by going to http://www.alaska4h.org and clicking on the “4-H 
Online Enrollment” link. Even though we enroll online, we MUST pay our yearly dues at the Extension 
office, so if you have not yet paid, please do so ASAP. You cannot subscribe to the Peninsula Pledger 
unless your fees are paid. 
Also, a great feature on our 4-H accounts is we now have a family HOME PAGE! Go to 4-H online the 
same way you enrolled; it says to enroll or reenroll click on the button. You will enter the email address and 
password you used to enroll. This will bring you to your HOME PAGE. At the bottom of your home page 
you will find a place for announcements and newsletters. You will be able to find the Planning Calendar 
and 2015 Award sheet anytime you want.  
 

Public Presentation Day 
 

If you see a line of nervous but excited kids chattering with one another and perhaps carrying cardboard 
display boards, and it just happens to be February 26, you may be at PUBLIC PRESENTATION DAY! 
Public Presentation will be held at Christ Lutheran Church in Soldotna, Friday, February 26, from 4-9 p.m. 
Bring your dinner. Call the Extension office at 262-5825 to register. 
For a lot of new 4-H members, this event is an unknown, something maybe that other kids do, but they 
don't quite know what to expect. It may be hard to understand how much fun it can be! Preparing a 
presentation for the judges can be a lot of work, but it’s very satisfying as well. I know kids who do it 
every year because they just love the experience, and as a result they get more confident and much more 
polished each time they participate. And there are other benefits. You can choose a topic you already 
love, or something you have always really wanted to know more about. And when you enter that room 
to present, you are the EXPERT in the room, and everyone there can really learn from what you say. 
The judges are excited to hear your presentation, and they are encouraging and help you learn and grow. 
It’s a great way to work on leadership skills, and, of course, it can go in your record book and (as long 
as it is in your project areas) it can be counted in your yearly achievement levels. 
What kinds of presentations are acceptable? The sky is literally the limit! (I am reminded of an excellent 
presentation on aviation that won grand champion.) I have seen demos from how to make a smoothie to 
how to trap a lynx. I've seen presentations on horse health, gardening, dog training, owning a yak, 
photography, livestock showmanship, cool insects and fun collections. It’s been fun to watch kids recite 
an original poem or do a comedy act, or even team up with a friend to do their presentation. I've been a 
judge before and it’s a fun job because you just never know what you are going to be privileged to see. I 
love the surprises! Judges enjoy treats like being served warm bread or homemade fireweed jelly.  

How to choose a presentation topic? If you are learning to cook, consider sharing a favorite recipe and 
doing a demo. Got a new puppy for Christmas? How about a presentation about the breed of your dog, 
or how to house train a puppy? Do you have a favorite author? Imagine being able to tell a roomful of 
people about your favorite books and why they should leave your talk and go right out to discover this 
author for themselves! Don't limit yourself. Be creative and have fun with it! 
As our Kenai Peninsula 4-H program continues to grow and flourish, it’s important to support and 
attend these yearly events. In fact, the more kids that participate, the more fun we will all have each 
year. So leaders, encourage your members to prepare a presentation. Guide them through choosing a 
topic and organizing their information if needed. Make time in your meetings to discuss their progress, 
and perhaps have older members share positive experiences they have had in the past, or put their 
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display boards up for all to enjoy and learn from. Be sure everyone knows the date of the event, and 
continue to remind them so they have plenty of time to prepare and anticipate.  

If you aren't able to do a presentation this year, please come and support your friends and be there as an 
active member of your club. It’s even a great time to bring along a friend who wants to learn more about 
your club. See you there!  

Rally Day 
 

Rally Day will be held at the Kenai Peninsula College Saturday, February 27 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Call 
the Extension office at 262-5825 to register for the classes. Some classes have limited enrollment, so 
please have a second choice available. Bring your own lunch. Sign in time is at 9 a.m. It looks like we 
have several fun classes this year planned! Some classes planned are: Legos, 4 legs first aide, dance, 
flower arrangements, horse contest and ham radio. Also, there will be a morning session and afternoon 
session for the Cloverbuds! Toni and Katie Reichert will be running the Cloverbud sessions. Rally Day is 
a fun-filled day! It is a time for all clubs to unite, share ideas and enjoy each other’s company! I 
recommend everyone come and join in on the fun. 
 

Western Region Leadership Forum 
 

An exciting event is coming to Alaska! Plan to attend the Western Region Leaders Forum (WRLF) in 
Fairbanks March 2-4, 2016. Visit the website for more information at www.alaska2016.com. From the 
website: "On behalf of the WRLF 2016 Planning Committee, you are cordially invited to join us in 
Fairbanks, Alaska, at the Northern Delights Western Region Leaders' Forum. Share your 4-H enthusiasm 
and friendship while celebrating the wonders of 4-H under eight stars of gold on a field of blue and revisit 
what 4-H and Youth Development mean to you. We look forward to developing youth/adult partnerships 
amongst fellow 4-H volunteers and supporters at our interactive and exciting educational gathering under 
the dancing lights of our winter skies." This is an amazing opportunity! There will be leaders and youth 
from all over the United States, with a huge variety of workshops. Several Kenai Peninsula leaders plan to 
go to this and take some of their teen club members with them. People who are planning on going are 
Katie and Elora Reichert, Cassy and Colton Rankin, Geri and Penelope Litzen, Avlynne Wolverton, 
Kimberly Heckert and Linda Tannehill.  
Toni and Geri wanted to know how some 4-H’ers feel about the chance to visit this great event. Here’s 
how the interviews went: 
Colton Rankin was the first person we asked. Here are our questions and his answers. 

1. "Are you excited to attend WRLF?"  
 Colton: I'm very excited to go and am hoping it will be an educational experience and further my 

learning in 4-H and life in general. 
2. "What do you expect it to be like?"  
 Colton: A large gathering of fellow 4-H’ers from around the country. 
3. "What classes will you be taking?"  
 Colton: I'm signed up for a lot of workshops, including rabbits, chickens, teen leadership, giving 

oral reasons, budgeting for livestock projects and disease threats with Dr. Bob.  

The next person we asked was Elora Reichert. 
My name is Elora Reichert, and I am very excited for the 2016 Western Region Leaders Forum. It 
sounds like a blast, and to have it right here in Alaska is super exciting, I can hardly wait! I expect it to 
be a fun forum, with many types of exciting workshops. I'm looking forward to meeting 4-H’ers and 
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leaders from all over. On Thursday, I will be taking five different classes. Those classes are reindeer, 
leadership, service dogs, grading meat and self-defense. On Friday, I will be taking five more classes, 
on diseases in animals, swine, 4-H goats, the exchange program and beef quality and assurance. I hope 
to gain knowledge and confidence that I can bring back, and share with other 4-H’ers. 

Another person asked was  Kimberly Heckert 
Hi, my name is Kimberly. I am fifteen years old and have been in 4-H for two years. I have loved horses 
since I was very little. I learned to knit from my Grandma when I was five. I have goats that I milk in the 
morning and at night. I am in the Northwind Riders and Fuzzy Wuzzy 4-H groups. I am the president of 
Fuzzy Wuzzies, a fiber club. I will be going to Horse Bowl with the Northwind Riders in April and have 
competed in one previous Horse Bowl. I will be going to the Western Region Leaders Form (WRLF), which 
is a 4-H leadership training for students and adults, at the beginning of March. It will be held in Fairbanks. 
Two of the classes I will take are Agriculture to Crafting with Fiber and Acing the Horse Test. I look 
forward to seeing how the other leadership classes I will be taking will enhance my leadership roles in 4-H. I 
am also looking forward to meeting other people from 4-H groups across the nation.  I hope to come back 
and share my experiences with my fellow 4-H’ers.   
 

District Meeting 

Club leaders and youth club representatives are encouraged to come to the district meetings. Everyone’s 
opinions and ideas are very much appreciated and important; meetings give you a chance to make a 
difference! Our last meeting was January 11. It was an exciting time as we were discussing new ideas such 
as holding an auction fundraiser and a garden container club competition. We also got updated on various 
committees. The Tree Sale committee found a place to store our tree buckets and said that clubs may sell 
items at the tree sale. 

We would love more club involvement at future district council meetings. The next meeting is February 8 at 
6:30 p.m. at the CES office. I hope to see ALL the club leaders and your youth club representatives there. 
 

Club News 
 

4-H Alls Club 

Saturday, January 16, 4-H Alls members wrapped up their wooden boxes. A couple of members hammered 
in their nails to build their new boxes while other members painted and stained their boxes. At the end, we 
had eight boxes. When asked what the boxes would be used for, the responses included Legos, princess 
dresses and stuffed animals. 
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Trail Blazers 
 

Though it's traditional to celebrate "the most wonderful time of the year" 
with Christmas trees, nativity scenes and gift giving, we Trail Blazers were 
having a blast at the ice rink celebrating with our Annual Ice Skating Party! 
This is truly one of the highlights of the year for me — I love reconnecting 
with alumni home from college for the holidays, visiting with new 
members and renewing friendships with members whose projects I don't 
play an active role in. This event brings our club and community together 
and gives us a chance to recognize our 2015 club achievement award 
winners and play some fabulous broom ball! You don't want to miss out in 
2016! 
Our club is busy with winter activities as usual. We are on a bi-weekly 
riding lesson schedule at Shirley's arena. Our next open arena day is 
January 24. Vet science project members meet periodically during school 
lunch hour for quizzing as well as practicing speech and presentation 
delivery. Many of our 4-H club members are actively involved with 
Ninilchik High School FFA, and we recently learned our chapter charter 
has been approved, so we will be competing in leadership contests at the state level this year as official FFA 
members! 
 

Submitted by Katie Matthews 
 

Funky Farmers Club 
 

In our last meeting we decided to start the 2016-2017 New Year 
by trying to get more involved into 4-H projects and community 
service projects. Our community service project this month was to 
help with Sarah’s Closet because they were running low on bags. 
Sarah’s Closet is an organization that gives a free bag of baby 
clothes for all newborns born at the Kenai Peninsula Hospital. 
After our meeting was over, we all went outside, had a scavenger 
hunt and roasted hotdogs and marshmallows at the Veal’s house. 
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At the December meeting we had decided to do a bake sale at 
the Nikiski craft fair. Almost everyone in our club brought 
baked goods to the sale. The profits from the sale went to 
families in need. At the end of the sale our club raised around 
$180.  The Epperheimers and Carpenters went to M&M 
market and picked out 8 angels from the angel tree. The angel 
tree is a tree with a list of gifts that kids have wished for but 
their families can’t afford it.  We gave the left over money to 
a family in need. 
— Sidney Epperheimer 

 
Left: Picture of Sarah’s Closet 

 
Fuzzy Wuzzy Fiber Club 

 
We were part of the ALPAR litter patrol in August. We elected new officers at our first meeting in October: 
Kimberly Heckert, president; Elisheba Smardo, vice president; Alie Minium, secretary; Matthea Boatright, 
treasurer; Tona Smardo, reporter. We practiced picking and hand carding wool and purchased supplies for 
making drop spindles. Our November meeting was cancelled due to busy schedules and the previous night's 
snowfall! Now we are preparing to dye wool and continue working on our club t-shirts as well as drop 
spindling. 
 

Grizzly Adventurers Cloverbud Club 
 

We decided to do a sledding party for our group.They cloverbuds were 
allowed to bring friends. The kids had a great time sliding down the hill, and 
when they got cold they would sit by the fire roasting hotdogs and 
marshmellows and drinking warm cocoa. This month we practiced our 
presentations and continue to get ready for Public Presentation Day.We will 
have a variety of topics presented. The Cloverbuds are very excited about 
Public Presentation Day!We also worked on making bean art. 
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North Road Rangers 

 
The North Road Rangers had two meetings in 
December. Our business meeting was on Dec. 5, 
when we had share time and everyone told 
about their projects. From woodworking and 
fishing to baking mini-Hereford steers there are 
a lot of interesting new projects that are 
happening in our club. We also discussed club 
shirts and logos and plans for our club animal. 
On the December 19, Ella Rankin hosted a 
baking hands-on meeting and taught us how to 
make frosting for cupcakes and how to make a 
Swiss roll.  

On the January 2, we voted and decided that our 
club animal will be in the large stock category. 
We will decide what species at our next business meeting.  
Our next meeting will be January 7, when Willow Walaszek will be hosting our hands-on meeting at the 
Heritage Place, teaching us and the residents how to make felted soaps.  
Until next time, 
Gracie Rankin 

Northwind Riders 

 
The Northwind Riders had a wonderful, busy, 
fun-packed year! We have many new members 
and are excited about the Horse Contest in 
April. We share everything together, from 
amazing parties, rides to and from meetings to 
alternating who represents us at the District 
Council. Our members range in age from 11 to 
17, but the club is welcome to anyone else in 
grades 3 to 12 who wishes to join. We are 
proudly supporting Beads of Courage, a 
program used to connect and support kids all 
over the world with horrible diseases such as 
cancer.  

We have a small group within Northwind 
Riders called the Equine Experience (EE) group, where we get together for some hands-on horsey fun. We 
are planning a field trip to Kenai Feed for our next EE meeting to study feed, nutrition, tack and equipment, 
and whatever else the experience has for us. We also go to the Litzen Zoo on Thursdays. Boy, are we 
excited.  
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We have two Horse Contest teams. Team One: Avlynne Wolverton, Cristiana Moyer, Maddie Knowlton, 
and Kimberly Heckert. Team Two: Cierra Mitchell, LaRaey Mitchell, Abby Peters and Mercedes Tapley. 
We are so excited!  
On December 21 we had an amazing Christmas party. We had tons of snacks (including the ever-popular 
chocolate-covered coffee beans) and a buzzer bowl activity. Then we got an overview by Chena Litzen about 
her experience at Canyonview Equestrian College in Oregon. After we learned more about her college, we 
had the best part, besides those coffee beans, which was a gift exchange. We all ended up with fun gifts, 
including a handsome Pinto Schleich brand model horse, which went to Cierra Mitchell, and a super-cool set 
of old metal keys that went to Geri Litzen. There was even a 19-year-old Norwegian Fjord Breyer model, 
super-dusty and still in the box, and it ended up being the present that I got and I love it! My family and I are 
moving down to the states in February, and that ancient model will be an amazing souvenir of my wonderful 
experience with the Northwind Riders. I plan to return for the Horse Contest in April. 

I will miss this wonderful club so much, and I hope that this club will prosper and flourish. Special thanks to 
Geri Litzen, my amazing coach who gave me hope in my toughest times and confidence where I was weak 
(always reminds me to “buzz” not “beep”), and overall is an amazing God-blessed woman, whom no one can 
replace. I love you all! 

~ Cristiana Moyer 
Age 12, 

Assistant Photographer 
 

Junior Market Livestock 
 

The JML board has not met since the annual meeting in November. The board is planning on having their 
next meeting on Jan. 25th at 6:30 p.m. at the 4-H office. Please come join us at that meeting! If you are raising 
reindeer, now is your chance, possession date is on the 1st of February. 
 

Happy New Year! 
Gracie Rankin 
JML Reporter 

 
Youth Competitons 

Live Stock Competition  
 
Kenai Peninsula Wranglers is hosting a JML 
workshop on January 23 when team members will 
introduce the Alaska State Livestock Contest and 
offer an opportunity for other 4-H’ers to join the 
team. They are also presenting to the Soldotna 
Rotary on January 28, when they will do a group 
presentation and show the Rotarians what the contest 
is all about. The team will begin meeting regularly in 
February for study sessions and practice. 
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Alaska State Horse Competition 

The Alaska Horse Contest teams have been working 
hard to continue to prepare for the April competition. 
Our team met this month at the home of one of our 
new team members, Mercedes, and had a ton of fun 
getting to know her and her family. We studied horse 
anatomy, practiced with buzzers, and discussed 
everyone's public presentation topics. Coach Jesi 
brought her bag of farrier tools as well and gave 
everyone a lesson about each one and how she uses it 
in her farrier business. The girls all had a great time 
trying to recall each one as she pulled it out of the 
bag! We will be going to Jesi's house next month for a 
judging practice day, using her seven horses.  

Another one of our meetings was at Kaladi Bros. in 
Soldotna, where we worked on a judging activity based on viewing a number of different horses. They 
were all quite similar, and the teams had to judge them on their conformation, place them from first to 
third, and then compare their choices to that of a national judge. The kids did great! We also introduced 
the Team Problem competition and what the rules are regarding this part of the Hippology event. The 
teams were given a team problem, and they had to quickly read, summarize and present the informative 
answer as a group, each contributing equally. This isn't as easy as it might sound! But they all did a 
wonderful job and we will get even more polished as we keep practicing.  

Shooting Sports Competition 
 

This past month the North Road Rangers’ 
shooting team had a lot of fun. Our leader, 
Mr. Matt Rankin, put together a Fun Shoot 
that involved balloons, a contest and a lot of 
fun! The event was held outside; the weather 
was a little chilly but there was lots of sun. 
Nine shooters attended. For two of them it 
was their first 4-H shoot. We shot our air 
guns at 33 feet, the standard distance for air 
guns. We shot at balloons for our contest. We 
formed two teams, one with four shooters, 
one with five, and there were five balloons for 
each team. In relay form, one shooter from 
each team loaded his or her gun to shoot, and 

then it was the turn of the next person behind them. We did three rounds of balloon shooting. Then we shot at 
our normal targets. Everyone stayed warm (because we had a fire and hot coco) and we had a lot of fun!  

—Submitted by Colton Rankin 
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Workshops and Clinics  
 

Roping Clinic 
 

The Trail Blazers 4-H Club hosted 
another fun learning adventure at 
our Roping Clinic, taught by 
volunteers Karen Jensen, Corey 
Wilkinson and Jan Feller. In this 
clinic, we learned the 
fundamentals of roping, including 
safety, parts of the lariat and how 
to position ourselves while roping. 
Karen, Jan and Corey also gave us 
useful tips to remember while 
throwing the rope. All of the kids 
enjoyed themselves immensely 
and had a cool opportunity to 
learn and practice a unique skill. 
We ended the clinic with a roping 
contest, complete with simulated  
entry fee, announcer and pressures 

of the rodeo arena! Mya Riley placed first and Chelsea Lazano placed second. Thanks to the volunteers for 
teaching, Shirley for letting us use the arena, and we hope to see you all at our next clinic! 

Submitted by alumni member Melissa Clark 
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Livestock Competition Workshop 
 

The Kenai Peninsula Wranglers hosted a JML 
workshop at the Kenai Library January 23. Eleven 
JML members attended. The Wranglers gave a public 
presentation on the Alaska State Livestock Contest and 
did mock buzzer bowl with the group and a taught a 
mock judging session of a class of market lambs and 
taught everyone how to give oral reasons for how they 
judged the class. It was a lot of fun and everyone 
learned a lot. The Wranglers formed a second team 
with the new members that signed up at the workshop, 
and both teams decided on their team captains and co-
captains and other team jobs. The team members are 
Colton, Gracie and Ella Rankin; Elora and Corbin 
Reichert; Katerina Sineko, and Jodie Kain. There is going to be another sign-up at Rally Day in case you 
missed this opportunity.  

The Wranglers are putting the finishing touches on our fundraiser, a Piggy Bank Round-Up, in order to be 
used toward our matching grant that will help us purchase our own set of Quiz Bowl buzzers in order to be 
able to practice weekly with buzzers for the contest. 
Livestock Contest is going to be a lot of fun and all of us are looking forward to it! 

—Submitted by Gracie Rankin, Kenai Peninsula Wranglers 
 

Community Service  
   

This is a section dedicated to show how 4-H’ers are making a difference in their communities. 
 

North Road Rangers Felting Soap Class 
 

As the leader of North Road Rangers, I was so looking forward to the 
day when the conversations at our business meetings would take shape 
and we'd be able to meet the good folks at Heritage Place. One of our 
members, Willow W., has a special relationship with them as her 
mother, Aud, serves as activities coordinator there. We'd talked several 
times of planning club activities with the residents and the Rangers, and 
last week, we all drifted in on a Thursday evening, excited to enjoy 
NRR's January hands-on meeting, planned and led by Willow, an 
evening of constructing felted soaps with the lovely folks of Heritage 
Place. 

What took place was more than I ever could've expected, and for the 
whole of our visit there, my heart was full to overflowing as I watched 
our sweet club members tenderly work side by side with the beautiful 
folks of Heritage place, some there in a recovery situation, some as 
permanent residents. The tables were filled with soap suds and smiles, 
and children visited naturally with the elderly while wheelchairs filled 
spaces between kids from Cloverbuds to teens.   
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We all left there feeling a special 
connection with the residents and we all 
look forward to the next time we get to go 
visit. There are plans in the works for a 
spring/summer gardening project, but I 
know after our visit last week, our club 
members won't want to wait that long 
before going to spend more time with their 
precious new friends. 
—Submitted by Cassy Rankin, Leader, 
North Road Rangers 

 
 

	  

	  

Northwind	  Riders	  Beads	  of	  Courage:	  Community	  Service	  Project	  

What’s more fun than a barrel of 
monkeys? A mule, of course, and 
especially when working around these 
long-eared wonders for a fundraiser 
which is used to help children and teens 
all over the world have courage enough 
to cope with cancer. Beads of Courage is 
a program that uses beads, just simple 
one-inch-diameter glass beads, to give 
children the courage they need for facing 
difficult and painful procedures, such as 
radiation, chemotherapy and even things 
like living in a hospital or losing their 
hair. They are given special beads to 

signify things they have triumphed over in their journeys through their illnesses. The kids collect them 
and have something tangible to help them feel both proud and brave.  

We will be going to many local barns and working hard to earn money to buy many of these special 
beads. We get to write personal notes of encouragement to the children we send them to. We also are 
participating in the Carry A Bead program, where we have purchased a set of twin beads, and it comes 
with a pin to attach it to your clothes. We go on some kind of adventure while wearing the beads, and 
we write a little letter to the child about it. We also take a picture of us doing it. Then it is sent to a child 
along with their matching bead.  
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On Wednesday afternoon, January 20, the Northwind Riders 
worked with Jacque White’s mule, Dexter, and her donkey, 
Dixie. First we cleaned out the paddock. Five of us girls and 
only three rakes — how does that work? By sharing! We 
learned about mules. Then we all filled four hay bags with a 
special type of hay called Tiffany hay. Now I know three 
types of hay: Timothy, alfalfa and Tiffany. We filled the 
water bucket, and that was the best part of the chores! Cierra 
Mitchell and I did most of that. We were also interviewed by 
the Peninsula Clarion. The reporter asked us questions and 
took pictures. The story and pictures were on the front page 
the next day. 

Afterwards, we all trooped inside for hot cocoa and 
homemade oatmeal-raisin-nut cookies. I had three or four of 
them! She also introduced her big bulldog, Mondo. He 
didn’t have a tail to wag, so he was running around and 
panting super hard. My friend LaRaey said he sounded like 
he was snoring. We also introduced a new member, Emry 
Wolverton, who had registered the day before. We had a lot 
of fun, and I am excited about doing this again. Miss Jacque 
said she would love for us to come back again soon. After 
all, it is for a great cause, and that is all that really matters.  

—Cristiana Moyer, Northwind Riders 
 

In the next Peninsula Pledger issue we would like to have ALL club news, event information and 
such turned in by the 23rd of every month. We are looking for more volunteers to gather 
information and write articles for us. If you are interested, please let Geri Litzen (398-0692) or Toni 
Loop (776-3642) know. Thanks 


