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4-H'er of the Month- Cody Fortin-Wright

I would like to nominate Cody Fortin-Wright for
our 4-H'er of the month. Over the last year I have
watched him grow as a person. He has shown kindness
and maturity when dealing with other students. He
proves on a daily basis he can deal with others in a
sensitive and compassionate way even dealing with
highly emotional subject matter. He practices being
inclusive to all students including special needs and
younger members of his community. Cody exibits
motivation to improve himself, this year I have
watched him teach himself piano and take extra
certifications for his 4-H projects. He has chosen
projects that reflect his desire to improve the world
around him and shown enthusiasm while participating
in collecting donations for the less fortunate. Last but
not least he has shown up for all the meetings with a
great attitude, completely participating and he desires
to build his club.
~Written by Kristy Peterson

4-H Volunteer of Month- Contessa
Wolverton
I can't say enough about our Volunteer of the
Month, Contessa Wolverton. Contessa makes my job as
leader SO much easier, and a lot more fun! She is
always ready to lend a hand, pick up kids and car pool,
bake goodies for fundraisers, or whip up some of her
famous pizza dough for one of our parties. She's always
there for me, supporting my crazy ideas or adding some
of her own! I'm so thankful for her and the extra boost
of encouragement she gives me as leader of Northwind
Riders.
Contessa is a huge help to our Alaska State Horse
Contest teams, coming along on road trips,(and her
awesome husband and convoy leader, William too!),
and even going with me as a fearless chaperone to
nationals in Colorado. She's also our designated parentinformation agent for new families.
Our entire district has been blessed by Contessa's
energy and efforts!
She volunteers for
committees and
helps at all of our
events. From one
grateful leader and
our entire district
of families,
THANK YOU
BUNCHES,
Contessa!
~Written
by Geri Litzen
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New Facebook Group
We have a new facebook group, it is a place
where clubs can show the general public what they
are current doing. It is also a place where people can
ask questions. I encourage all 4-H members and
leaders to join the group. Non 4-H'ers are welcome
too so invite families and friends to join. Spread the
word.
Here is the link:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/kenaipeninsula4h/

Bubba the Sheep
Who remembers Bubba the Sheep from last year?
In case you don’t, Bubba the Sheep wanders away and
gets lost in the Pledger every month. He could be
hiding in a picture or next to some writing. Whoever
spots him before the next district Council meeting, and
lets Toni or Geri know, will be entered into a drawing
for some great prizes! So can you spot Bubba the
sheep? Below is a picture of him but he is hidden
somewhere else and alot smaller!
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For horse folk, there will be an SEA-sponsored
Play Day at the arena on July 29.
The next District Council meeting will be 6:30
pm on Monday, July 10 at the CES office. We are
getting closer to the fair so we will be discussing
Record Check and fair prep. Stay tuned to hear
announcements from Toni Loop about the Fourth of
July Parade and I will send out announcements about
the Progress Days Parade.
~Written by Maya Johnson

4th July Parade Float News
We will meet up at Toni Loop’s house July 3rd at
5:00 pm to prepare the parade float followed by a
BBQ. She will put directions on the leaders and
parents group or you can contact her at 740-1476.
Tuesday, July 4 we will meet at Trading Bay
Road in Kenai at 9:30 am. NO LATER than 9:45am
please. Looking for candy donations. Dress in your 4H shirts if you have them. Bring your animals to hold
or walk plus water for them. Also bring cages or
kennels in case you need to set them down. You may
walk next to the float if you are ten or older. Anyone
under 10 must be accompanied by a parent beside
them to be allowed off the float. Safety is important.
The parade has been a fun filled event for everyone so
lets continue it again this year. Thanks everyone.

Club News
North Road Rangers

4- H District President’s Report
Thank you to our loyal District Council
Meeting attendees! At our June 12 meeting we
discussed the upcoming parades and the July
14 record check. Mark your calendars! Record Check
will be from 1-7pm on Friday, July 14. Just a
reminder that scholarship applications are closed for
the time being.

On May 26-27, eight NRR members, the
Kenai Peninsula Wranglers, competed in the Alaska
State Livestock Contest. The senior team won 1st
overall and are now practicing for Nationals in
Louisville Kentucky. On June 3rd, seven NRR
members went on a farm tour of Blood, Sweat, and
Foods Farm in Homer. We got to see their set up for
their breeding swine and all the small stock they raise.
After the farm tour, we then went to the Keerins’ farm
for lunch and we got to see their pregnant sow and her
farm.
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In June, the club board and leaders met to
plan summer events and to talk about club business.
The Western Heritage group had a phone meeting on
the 6th, we talked about how we can get all of us
together to have a shoot. On the 22nd, Mr. Matt hosted a
small shoot for the Western Heritage group. On the 10th
the club had a Show and Share meeting where
members brought something from one of their projects
to show the club.
In the near future, we will be working on a
club quilt for a raffle. We will be hosting a Round
Robin workshop so that you can start working on your
showmanship skills.
By Colton Rankin, Information Officer

JML club members doing business
contacts at Hilcorp.

JML
We had an awesome farm tour at Blood
Sweat Food Farm June 3rd! The kids learned about
rotating grazing and feeding various types of animals
on pasture. We saw Holstein steers; Silver Fox,
Californian and New Zealand rabbits, a few varieties of
geese and Tamworth hogs. Afterwards, we ate lunch,
visited the animals, swam in the pond, jumped on the
trampoline and had a grand time.

Thank you Treava and Kiera for hosting the
Swine Showmanship and Taping workshop June 14!
Need to estimate the weight of your pig? Measure the
girth behind the front legs (ex 36"), times that
measurment by itself (ex 36x36=1296), then measure
from behind the pigs ear at the poll to the base of the
tail along the spine (ex 38"). Now times the squared
girth by the length and divide by 400. (Ex
(1296 x 38)÷400=123.12lbs) There you have the
approximate weight of your pig.
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Northwind Riders
Our club had our monthly club business meeting
at Makayla's house and discussed plans for the
summer. We had a game to help the new members get
to know everyone, then our wonderful adopted Granny
Jo served cookies and hot cocoa. I had my mini horses
out in my trailer on the way to an event so we took
turns checking on them!
EE groups have been fun, and a great way for
new members to get to know the gang. We did some
harnessing practice and had super fun mini cart rides!
We also learned about vaccinations as the vet came
and gave the Litzen horses their spring shots. After that
we had a lesson on ground work and worked with the
minis on the obstacle course. Some of our new club
members brought a special treat to share - carrot cake!
It seemed a perfect snack for a horse-loving group like
ours.
On June 9th many of our club kids volunteered
at my open house for my new business, Milestones
Equine Therapy. They did face painting (the fabulous
Avlynne the Artist!), helped with each craft/activity
table, helped in the photo shoots with Pixie Dust,
helped mini cart riders get waivers signed and helmets
fitted and fastened. For their volunteer work they
could put it in their record book as community service.
It was lots of fun!
Our club traveled down to Ninilchik Horse
show to support one of our club kids who was
competing. Everyone learned a lot about judging! It
was great practice for the Alaska State Horse Contest
coming up next April. The kids also enjoyed keeping
our horse, Chance, company at the show, as well as
Avlynne's horses. Avlynne did an amazing job, she
entered a lot of classes and earned lots of blue
ribbons! At the end she even won the coveted English
High Point Award!
Everyone is getting ready for our big fundraiser
at the Soldotna Rodeo on June 24th. We have six new
members and they are already pitching in and adding
a lot of new enthusiasm and fun to our club. Welcome
aboard!
Our next events after the fundraiser will be our
Equine Experience day on July 3rd, and then the
Fourth of July parade.

Equine Experience Group
During June’s Equine Experience we learned
many things. First we learned how to walk a horse.
Second we learned the parts of a saddle. Next we
learned how to give an adult horse their vaccinations.
Lastly we learned what to do when you have an object
in your hand when around a horse.
~Written by Jonathan Loop

Rodeo
On June 24th the Northwind riders were invited
to have a concession booth at the Soldotna Rodeo and
provide help where it was needed. This would be a
great opportunity to fundraise and create 4-H
awareness while having fun.
Club members made all kinds of goodies like
popcorn balls, brownies, cookies, rice krispie treats
and cake. All for a donation to the club. Face painting
was also there. There was unicorns, catiplliar and
more great designs that was painted on faces.
I had not met the new members of the club yet
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so this gave me a chance to meet them. It was fun
because one mom had a four year old son just like my
six year old son; they sounded the same too. We both
looked up everytime we heard “Mom.” It was fun
seeing our boys play in the dirt together and staying
out of trouble.
~Written by Toni Loop

much my experiences in 4-H set me up for success in
my career. I learned how to work hard, how to be a
leader, and how to be a professional. That’s why I
made it a priority to volunteer at Horse Camp. It was
so rewarding to be able to instruct and encourage all
of those kids, and it was satisfying to see them
progress in their horsemanship and life skills
throughout the week. I want to encourage all of the
other amazing alumni of 4-H to spend a little time
giving back to the organization that raised us. Most of
us can attribute our success to 4-H and all of the
volunteers that make it possible. What would happen
if we all shared a little bit of our experience with the
next generation? Let’s keep the cycle going!
Love you all,
Chena Litzen

Northwind Riders Rodeo Fundraiser

Trail Blazers
Hey there,
My name is Chena Litzen. Some of you may
remember me from when I was a 4-H'er on the
peninsula. I’ve been gone for a few years now, chasing
down my dream of becoming a horse trainer and
riding instructor in Oregon. This spring I had the
awesome opportunity to come back to the peninsula
and volunteer at the Ninilchik Horse Camp. Coming
back to camp was something special for me because
that's where I first decided that a career in the horse
industry was in my future. I remember looking up to
my leaders and feeling inspired, and following the
careers of older campers as they graduated and went
out into the world. Kenai Peninsula 4-H is where I got
my start, and I can’t even begin to explain how
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Shooting Sports
On June 22nd North Road Rangers had a get
together, shooting guns with Mr. Matt Rankin.There
was two familes there. Everyone had fun. The session
was about two hours long. I learned how to shoot
safely and why it is important to have parents present
when shooting a gun. Before we even got to shoot a
gun Mr. Matt taught us gun safety. Everyone hit very
close to the target. The closest person was less than
two inches away from the bullseye!
~Written by Matthew Loop

Kenai Peninsula Wranglers
In January, 2017, the Kenai Peninsula Wranglers
teams began studying together for the Alaska State
Livestock Contest. In a year when the number of youth
on the Kenai Peninsula who are raising livestock for 4H is lower than normal, it became important for the
teams and their coach and parents to perform well and
hopefully encourage more local youth to see what fun
it can be to learn and compete with like-minded kids in
the area of agriculture, farming, and livestock.
The Alaska State Livestock Contest tests 4-H
and FFA members in all areas of knowledge about the
four species of large market livestock: cattle, swine,
goats, and sheep, as well as some areas that include
small stock like poultry and rabbits. It is in its seventh
year, and has been held in Palmer, on the Kenai, and in
Fairbanks. Tanana District hosted this year, and the
contest took place in Fairbanks and North Pole on
May 26th and 27th.
There are five segments to the contest: Skill-athon, Livestock Judging, Public Speaking, Art and
Photography, and Quiz Bowl. Skill-a-thon is one of
the most academic-intense parts of the contest. It
includes a written test, livestock breed identification,
identification of equipment and feedstuffs that are
used in the livestock industry, and Quality Assurance
exercises that test youth on how to read medicine
labels, decipher farm and livestock problems and
scenarios. Skill-a-thon also includes Team Problems,
where each team is presented with two problems that
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involve farm calculations and genetics scenarios. They
are asked to present their solution to the judge as a
team.
Livestock Judging is a skill heavily used in the
livestock industry where a class of four animals in a
species is compared against the breed standard to find
the best in the group for either market or breeding
purposes. Competing youth at this year’s contest
judged six classes of animals at two different North
Pole farms. After placing the classes, the contestants
had to go before a judge and give oral reasons for one
of the classes – this year it was a class of four Tunis
breeding ewes. Oral reasons is a segment of livestock
judging where competitors defend why they placed the
class of animals the way they did. Presenting reasons is
a very important part of judging and the skill helps
competitors grow in their public speaking and
confidence level.
All members of the Wranglers competed in the
Public Speaking segment of the contest this year, with
speaking presentations on showing a chicken, how to
butcher a rabbit, goat breeds, sheep diseases, heritage
turkeys, the internal systems of a chicken, goat care,
and zoonotic diseases on the backyard farm. A second
segment of the public speaking leg of the contest is
Extemporaneous Speech, in which contestants are
given a choice of three livestock and/or 4-H related
topics and a half hour to prepare a 3-5 minute speech,
which will then be given to a panel of judges.
The Art and Photography Show is a fun way for
youth to share their livestock related artwork and there
was a full wall of drawings, paintings, fiber art, and
woodwork for all to enjoy this year.
The most nail-biting segment of the Alaska State
Livestock Contest is the Quiz Bowl, which is a
gameshow-style competition where teams go up against
one another and have to buzz in to answer the questions
that are asked.
Both Kenai teams traveled together for a fun
week of seeing a large portion of the state, and all
members worked hard and gave their all at the contest.
For some, it was their first experience competing and
in public speaking; for others, it was an opportunity to
sharpen and hone skills they have practiced for years.
Each team member displayed excellent sportsmanship
and depth of character during
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the two-day contest and honored their club and their
district well.
We were able to leave the Peninsula early
enough for an extra day of travel and to split the long
trip up a bit. The best part of having an extra day of
travel was that we were able to stay at a local camp in
Wasilla and have a brief but spirited surprise
graduation party for our lovely graduate, Senior Team
member Katie Cooper. Fellow team members baked a
4-H graduation cake ahead of time and snuck it up in
one of the vehicles. They also made a 4-H green
construction paper graduation hat, and we had Katie
march to a guitar version of Pomp and Circumstance
to the camp lodge house where the teams presented
her with a graduation gift and we all had a piece of
graduation cake.
While both Kenai teams performed excellently
at the contest, this year the senior team set a goal of
doing well enough at the state level to allow them to
compete on a national level. Not only did they score
well enough, they took first place in Skill-a-thon,
Quiz Bowl, and scored enough points to place them as
the top livestock team in the state for 2017. They
brought home the coveted Traveling Trophy, awarded
to the top-scoring Alaska team, and they proudly
display it at our 4-H office while they prepare to
compete at the North American International
Livestock Expo in Louisville, Kentucky this
November.
The teams were able to take one day after the
contest and explore the Fairbanks area. They drove to
Chena Hot Springs and enjoyed the scenery and
playing by a rippling brook; Creamer's Field and
Dairy where they learned the history of the dairy
cattle that were once raised there, the beautiful barn
that still stands, and field designated for migratory
birds; and Pioneer Park where they explored all the
little cabins and museums and the old steamship on
display and rode a ride at the weekend amusement
park that was set up that day. It was a memorable day
and a great way to relax after months of study and the
two intense days of the contest.
Many folks wonder why young children and
teenagers would want to study livestock knowledge
and culture so in-depth. It takes an incredible amount
of effort, commitment, study, and support from the

youths’ families, 4-H leaders, and members of our
community for these kids to compete year to year, and
for the many volunteers who host and administer the
contest. But by growing in their knowledge of the
animals that are used in backyard farming and the
food industry, 4-H and FFA members are learning
how to provide a sustainable resource for the health of
their families and their communities, and secure the
future for agriculture in Alaska.
Next year’s Alaska State Livestock Contest is
slated to be held on the Kenai Peninsula and we are
excited to host this amazing event right here in our
district. Please join us in celebrating livestock in
Alaska and making our best better!
~Submitted by Cassy Rankin, Coach, Kenai Peninsula
Wranglers
*Special thanks to the Junior Market Livestock Club
for the scholarship assistance provided to the team for
travel, to North Road Rangers 4-H club for the moral
support and well wishes, and especially to Katie
Reichert for being a Chaperone Extraordinaire, an
enthusiastic team mom, a coach’s cheerleader, and a
tremendous help and support to the Kenai Peninsula
Wranglers’ Junior Team. Katie makes our best better
every day and these teams couldn’t do what they have
done without her!

Graduation party for Katie Cooper at our first stop.
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Teams made a quick stop outside Mt.
McKinley Meat and Sausage Co. to see the
facility and where it is located.

Teams at the Alaska Mountain Range.

Junior Team members Evelyn Reichert and Ella
Rankin judge a class of breeding ewes for the
Livestock Judging segment of the contest.
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Members of the senior team prepare a solution to a
team problem.

Team question for the Juniors during Quiz Bowl.

Kenai Peninsula Wranglers, Senior Team: Colton
Rankin, Katie Cooper, Gracie Rankin, Elora Reichert.
Junior Team: Corbin Reichert, Ella Rankin, Levi
Rankin, Evelyn Reichert.
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The Seniors gear up for a final, nail-biting
round of Quiz Bowl.

Public Speaking
1 KP Wranglers
1st-trophy/plaque Black (73)
+ ribbons

1 Ella Rankin
(85.5) KP
Wranglers Red
2 Evelyn Reichart
(84.5) KP
Wranglers Red
3 Alden Jerome
(81) Tanana
Teamsters

Demonstrations
1 none
1st-trophy/plaque
+ ribbons

1 Gracie Rankin
(95) KP Wranglers
Black
2 Macee Eklund
(92.5) Pioneer
Peak 1
3 Canyon Roberts
(87.5) Pioneer
Peak 2

Extemporaneous

N/A

1 Wyatt Fosse
(67.5) Tanana
Teamsters
2 Canyon Roberts
(46) Pioneer Peak
2
2 Levi Rankin
(45.5) KP
Wranglers Red

Skill-a-thon
1st-trophy/plaque
+ ribbons (top 3
teams)

1 KP Wranglers
Black (2824.5)
Kenai
2 Tanana
Teamsters
(2344.5) Tanana
3 Pioneer Peak 2
(1737) Mat Su
4 Pioneer Peak 1
(1702) Mat Su
5 KP Wranglers
Red (1083.5)
Kenai

1 Colton Rankin
(680.5) KP
Wranglers Black
2 Elora Reichert
(616) KP
Wranglers Black
3 Gracie Rankin
(558) KP
Wranglers Black
4 Kaitlynne Rice
(513) Tanana
Teamsters
5 Lilli Rice (510)

Kenai Peninsula Wranglers, Senior Team:
Elora Reichert, Katie Cooper, Gracie Rankin,
Colton Rankin. State Champion Team, Alaska
State Livestock Contest,2017

2017 State 4-H Livestock Contest Results
Contest

Team

Judging
1 Tanana
1st-trophy/plaque Teamsters (988)
+ ribbons
2 Kenai Pennisula
Wranglers Black
(906)
3 Pioneer Peak 1
(887)

Individual
1 Wyatt Fosse
(257) Tanana
Teamsters
2 Kaitlynne Rice
(255) Tanana
Teamsters
3 Lilli Rice (254)
Tanana Teamsters
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Tanana Teamsters

Quiz Bowl
1 KP Wranglers
1st-trophy/plaque Black
+ ribbons
2 Pioneer Peak 1
3 Pioneer Peak 2

1 Cutter Tormey
(18) Pioneer Peak
2
2 Colton Rankin
(13) KP Wranglers
Black
3 Lilli Rice (12)
Tanana, Tate
Sturdivant (12)
Pioneer Peak 1
4 Elora Reichert
(11) KP Wranglers
Black, Della Tryon
(11) PP 2

Art/Photography N/A
1st-trophy/plaque
+ ribbons

1 Cutter Tormey

Overall
(2-2-2 trophies/
plaques)
Travel trophy to
team
Gr/Res ribbons

Grand Champion
Colton Rankin
(1057) KP
Wranglers Black
Reserve
Champion Elora
Reichert (1005.5)
KP Wranglers
Black
3rd Gracie Rankin
(872) KP
Wranglers Black

Grand Champion
KP Wranglers
Black (3558.5)
Reserve
Champion Tanana
Teamsters (2728)
3rd Pioneer Peak 1
(2557.5)

Just a reminder, all news articles are due the
of every month unless otherwise specified. We
are currently looking for someone to help Geri
out with the Pledger! Articles are sent to
peninsulapledger@gmail.com . Every bit is
appreciated! Thanks
23rd

Calendar
July
1- Chicken Possession Date
3-Parade Float BBQ@ Toni
Loop house 5 pm
4- July Parade 9:45 am
Trading Bay Street Kenai
7- Rabbit Possession Date
10-District Council Meeting
6:30pm
14- Record Book Check 1-7
pm
22- Progress Day Parade
August:
12- Non parishable 4-H
exhibits can be entered into
the fair in Ninilchik
17-Animals and Perishables
entered at the Fair
18-20- Fair!

