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Cloverbud Bio of the Month: Addy Pederson 

Addy Pederson is seven years old 

and loves animals. Her passion is 

training dogs to perform various 

tricks, such as jumping through 

hoops. In addition, she greatly 

enjoys riding horses. Dogs and 

horses consume her world as she 

continues to learn more about 

them and share those facts.   

Addy is an extremely hard worker 

as well as creative. Getting her 

hands dirty is something she likes 

to do. She is quick to help others 

and lend a hand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kenai Peninsula District  
 K-Beach Road, Suite. A  ●  Soldotna, AK 9966 A  ●  907-262-5824 

July 2016 
 

 

 Calendar of Events: 

July 

3 Parade Float Preparation 

4 Fourth of July Parade 

7 Rabbit Procession Date 

9 Fair Work Day 9, Fairgrounds 

11 Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m., 

CES Office 

18 JML Business Meeting 

23 Fair Work Day 9, Fairgrounds 

25 Records Check and Fairs 

Entry Forms Due 12-5 p.m. 

August 

8 District Council Meeting 

11 Council Mtg, 6:30 p.m., CES 

Office 

17 Fair Work Day 9, Fairgrounds 

18 Fair Weigh-In and Check-In 

Day 

19-21 FAIR DATES 

 

Kenai Peninsula State Fair — 48 

days approximately! 
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4-H Alumni: Tonya Justice 

Hello, my name is Tonya Justice. 

My family just bought property in Nikiski. I'm new to 

the area; I'm from Fairbanks. I am very interested to 

become involved in our community, especially 4-H. 

In 1983-1984 I lived in Florence, Oregon, and was in 

4-H (horses). To this day I have my entire 4-H trapper 

keeper with all my paper work and pictures of our 

fundraisers. Our club was called the Rainbow Riders. 

Horses have always been my passion. I would love to 

be involved with the 4-H Northwind Riders Horse 

Club. I feel I have a lot to offer and I’m always willing 

to pass my knowledge on and to continue to learn. 

Currently I do not have a horse; I have a need for one, 

though. 

We have started to clear our property for where to put 

up the fence and barn. 

It looks like it should be done by the end of summer or next year. I'm excited to meet other horse lovers in 

my community and go for a ride on the beach! 

 

Nominations Needed 

We are currently looking for nominations for 4-H Volunteer of the month, 4-H Alumni, Cloverbud of the 

Month and a 4-H’er who is trying something new and would to be willing to write about it. If you know 

someone who fits one of these categories, please contact Geri or Toni at peninsulapledger@gmail.com. 

 

Pledger Subscriptions 

This month’s paper version of the Pledger will be given to the 4-H’ers who subscribe to the Pledger and 

pay the $ 5 fee, (which will be used to help pay for the ink and paper it takes to print the Pledger.) $5 fees 

need to be paid at the office. There will be an option of picking up the Pledger at the CES office or have your 

club leader do it for you. The color version of the Pledger is on the Kenai Peninsula 4-H website for those 

who prefer to print them out themselves. Web address is: 

http://www.alaska4h.org 

 

Bubba The Sheep 

Meet Bubba the Sheep. During the months of June, July and 

August we will be hiding Bubba somewhere in the Pledger. He is 

in THIS Pledger as we speak. Can you find him? Whoever finds 

him will be put in a drawing for some great prizes! He could be in 

a picture hiding or in plain view. Once you find him, contact Toni 

Loop, 740-1476, or Geri Litzen, 398-0692. Also, please do not tell 

other 4-Hers where he is. 
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CloverBud Over Night Camp 
 

We had a great time at the CloverBud Camp. It was held June 10 and 11. The rain did not stop us from 

having a great time. Casey Koskey and her girls joined my family for fishing trips, plant scavenger hunts 

and roasting marshmallows. Nothing beats roasted marshmallows, right? 
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Garden Club Workshop 

Kids from different clubs got together to learn the best way to plant the garden pots. I look forward to seeing 

all of your wonderful baskets at the fair! 
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Club News 

Northwind Riders 

On June 3, we had a business meeting and we talked 

about the recent trip by a group of members to the 

Equifest in Anchorage. While there, the girls were 

able to visit the Beads of Courage studio. We were 

able to watch artists create the beads and learn more 

about the program. As a result of that trip, at our 

recent meeting each member received a Beads of 

Courage water bottle, a sticker and a Beads of 

Courage set. Whenever each girl goes on a summer 

adventure, she will wear here bead and take a picture 

of herself wearing it. The picture and one of the 

beads, along with an encouraging note, will then be 

sent to a child who is currently in the hospital.  

We have some new members, so we played a "getting-to-

know-you" game with a big ball we tossed around. The ball 

had numbers with assigned questions. We laughed a lot! 

Mercedes also had a chance to share with our group all 

about her new horse, a Pintabian named Arrow.  

June 18 was the Nikiski Fun in the Midnight Sun event. Our 

group worked with other members of the community to 

organize pony rides and a petting zoo for families who 

attended the event. The petting zoo consisted of turkeys, 

sheep, pigmy goats, baby chickens, rabbits, Pixie the mini 

horse, and Dandelion, the Corgi dog. Many children had the 

chance to get in the saddle for the first time, while others 

enjoyed the miniature cart rides and some people did both. 

All of our club members worked very hard! We would like 

to thank all family and community members that helped before, during and after this event to make it a 

wonderful opportunity for the families on the Kenai Peninsula as well as a great fundraiser for our club. 

Last week, EE Group (Equine Experience) was working with all 

five of Geri's horses. We groomed them, did ground work, and 

worked over obstacles. Then at the end we spent time packing the 

trailer, checking tack, and loading the truck with fences and 

cavalettis to prepare for the Saturday pony ride/petting zoo/mini cart 

ride events.  

On Friday night a few members went to the Litzen Zoo to help get 

some visiting horses all settled in and finish final deals for 

Saturday's event. 

This week, our Thursday EE Group will be led by our club 

president, Penelope.  

Our next get-together is Tuesday, June 28, for a record book jam 

session and fair preparation.  
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North Road Ranger 

North Road Rangers kicked off the month of June by 

sending six members of their club to the Alaska State 

Livestock Contest. It was a fantastic experience for all 

who were involved. Much of June was spent on club 

business contacts for our club animal. We kicked off 

our business contact season with a radio interview with 

Mr. Merrill Sikorski at KSRM and continued with 

contacts here and there all the way up until business 

contact check day on the 23rd. 

We met as a club at Willow’s farm to help her clean her 

pig pen and love on our club pig, Lu. A crew of 

Rangers converged on her pen of six pigs and quickly 

rid it of manure and old bedding. We wrapped up our 

afternoon with a hot dog and s’more roast around a 

campfire and look forward to doing the same thing in 

July. 

A few of the Rangers have been meeting at Heritage 

Place every Sunday afternoon to garden with the 

residents. They have planted a potato garden, a 

pumpkin patch, and three flower gardens and enjoy 

weeding and tidying with the residents. This month, 

they spent an afternoon painting birdhouses with them 

for their patio. 

Twelve Rangers met at their club leaders’ property on the 18th for a club paintball day. It was an awesome 

day of being outdoors and enjoying nature as a club with no agenda other than to just play and enjoy each 

other’s company. It was a ton of club fun and we look forward to doing it again soon. 

Our next teen leader and business meeting is scheduled for July 2. Happy summer from North Road 

Rangers! 
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Junior Market Livestock 

This month has been very busy for 4-H’ers with everything from business contacts to the livestock 

contest. There are no more possession dates except for chickens, which is July 1. The May meeting was 

the last JML meeting that Mr. Jim ran and we will miss him as a leader, but Mr. Casey will do a great job. 

There was a rabbit showmanship workshop in May and a lamb showmanship workshop in June. There are 

three fair workdays scheduled, July 9, July 23, and August 17. At these days, we will work to get our 

barns clean and suitable for the public. Working on one of these dates is required for you to be able to sell 

your animal at the auction. At the last JML meeting, there were orange family and friends auction 

pamphlets for JML members to hand out. Please make sure you have these pamphlets to pass out to family 

and friends so we have a good crowd at the auction this year! The next JML meeting will be on the 18th of 

July and I hope to see you there! 

— By Gracie Rankin, JML Reporter 

Trail Blazers 

Summer is in full swing for the Trail Blazers! 

Horse Camp and our show were smashing 

successes and our riding lessons are now 

focusing on the upcoming Ninilchik Rodeo, 

with barrel racing, pole bending, steer daubing 

and supporting our members participating in 

the Rodeo Queen contest. Some of us have 

been participating in the barrel races at the 

Jones Ranch for extra practice. Sunday Funday 

and Barry Cox’s Horseman’s Retreat is our 

next horsy event.  

Leadership kids will be opening our Snack 

Shack at the rodeo. We will be serving 

burgers, hotdogs, lemonade, snow cones and 

other goodies. Food service training will be 

provided at our next general meeting for kids planning to volunteer. As well as practicing 

entrepreneurship, the leadership project kids have adopted a flowerbed at the fairgrounds for the summer 

— thank you to Anchor Point Greenhouse for 

donating plants and soil.  

Upcoming events include Ninilchik Rodeo, Sunday 

Funday, Horseman’s Retreat and Wilderness Camp. 

Trail Blazers, check the website for updates! Our 

next general club meeting will be June 26 at the 

Ninilchik Fairgrounds. We will barbecue and 

practice serving food at the Snack Shack as well as 

take care of some club business! See you all there! 

— By Katie Matthews 
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My 2016 Horse Camp Experience by Haylee Overson 

My name is Haylee Overson, and I am eleven years old. I’ve been going to horse camp for five years, and 

I’ve been a member of the Trailblazers 4-H Club for three years. I have three horses and they have lived 

with me for five years. Barrel racing and trail riding are what I like to do with my horses. 

My first five years at horse camp were amazing! 

The first four years of horse camp, I rode my horse 

Blessing. I learned a lot of things at horse camp, 

like horse parts, horse colors, how to saddle a 

horse properly, and more. This year I took a 

different horse, named Sassy. Sassy is younger 

than Blessing and more sensitive. I learned correct 

leads on Sassy as well as how to use proper leg 

pressure. 

I had fun this year at horse camp. I got to help my 

little brother, who started camp this year, and I 

helped other younger members. I’m so excited for 

senior camp! My first year will be great! I am 

excited to learn more advanced things and become 

more of a leader. 

 

Youth Competitons 

Livestock Competition 

At 8 a.m. on June 2, all of the Kenai Peninsula Wranglers were on the road heading to the Alaska State 

Livestock Contest. The contest was held at the Matanuska Experiment Farm. On the small stock day there 

was a small stock skillathon that had stations and a written quiz for us to identify cuts of meat, breeds and 

equipment for chickens, turkeys, rabbits, cavies, ducks and geese.  

We got to stay at St. Teresa Bible Camp; it was awesome! They had a lake that we could walk down to 

and go fishing and swimming. We were the only people at the camp and we voted that every year the 

contest is held in the Mat-Su we will stay at the camp. We would sit by the lake and watch the swans and 

ducks swim. We bought fishing poles and went fishing, and Gracie went swimming. 

The first day of the contest was Skillathon and Livestock Judging and Oral Reasons. There were three 

Mat-Su teams and our own two teams. All of the teams had to do team problems and a team quality 

assurance test. Then it was time for stations. We had to judge hay, wool and meat. We had to identify 

breeds, feeds, equipment and meat-cutting tools and there was also an individual quality assurance test. 

Then we had lunch, which one of the Mat-Su 4-H moms had made. Then we started the livestock judging. 

We judged market steers, feeder swine, feeder lambs and aged Boer does. The pigs were hard to judge 

because they were in a horse trailer and lying down, but we got a good view of pigs’ backs. Then we were 

given 30 minutes to prepare our oral reasons on the market steers. After the contest was over for the day, 

we went to see Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles at the theater. After the movie, we went back to the camp to 

have a birthday party for Gracie, who turned 13 during the contest. We caught one fish that night and had 

a camp fire.  
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The last day of the contest was Public Presentations and Quiz Bowl. All of the Kenai Wranglers gave a 

presentation and Team Black gave their Alaska State Livestock Contest Presentation. Gracie did hers on 

livestock first aid, Elora gaved hers on mini herefords and Colton gave his on pheasants. Ella’s was on 

geese, Corbin’s was on goat agility and Katerina did hers on rescue animals. After lunch it was time for 

Quiz Bowl. Kenai Black team competed against all of the Mat-Su teams and beat them all, Kenai Red 

team competed against two of the Mat-Su teams. As a first year team they did very well, but the Mat-Su 

teams beat them at one point. They were competing against the senior team! The Red team will be a team 

to watch as they grow into a well-balanced team. Kenai Black won Quiz Bowl in a very close round 

against the Alaska Red Necks; the final score was 12 to 8. After a round we would go out on the big lawn 

to play catch with the Mat-Su kids. It felt more like a 4-H gathering with a contest instead of a cut-throat 

contest. The award ceremony was a lot of fun, with barbecue and homemade rhubarb crisp, and everyone 

won ribbons. Here are the Kenai teams’ results. 

Kenai Black as a team won: 1st, Skillathon; 1st, Quiz Bowl; 3rd, Livestock Judging; 2nd, Team Overall.  

Team Black individual awards: Gracie — 5th, Skillathon; 3rd, Quiz Bowl; and 3rd Overall. Elora —1st, 

Livestock Judging; 2nd, Presentations; 2nd, Skillathon; 4th, Quiz Bowl; 2nd, Overall. Colton — 1st, 

Skillathon; 3rd, Presentations; 1st, Quiz Bowl; 1st, Overall 

Kenai Red as a team won: 5th, Skillathon. Team Red individual awards: Katerina — 3rd ,Livestock 

Judging.  

Both of the teams had a lot of fun competing in the Alaska State Livestock Contest and we are putting a 

lot of thought into maybe hosting the contest next year. 

— Colton Rankin, Team Black Captain   

Following pictures are of the Livestock Competition 
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