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Marla’s Roundup

•••••• June •••••••

So, spring has passed and summer is
upon us and we are hopefully all outside
enjoying life. I have sold my house and
have moved into a little cabin that is
quite cute. It is at the end of a road and
fairly peaceful most the time. I am sitting on my upstairs
deck off the bedroom doing my work and listening to the
birds chirp, the bees buzzing, the cars in the distance and
feeling a cool breeze blow. It is a beautiful day and I sit
and think, “I could get used to this.”
However, I do have concerns about us all getting too
used to this and then when we do start to get back together
that there will be some who don’t want to do that. Maybe
the introvert has taken over or they are scared of what will
happen. When we are able to get back together there will
be those that we need to help and I am already trying to
figure this out while thinking about the present and how to
help everyone through it.
So first, the big question, yes, we are still in lockdown
mode for the university while the state has been opening
up and I get everyone’s frustration. I am starting to write
mitigation plans to try and help us get together as clubs.
(Continued on page 2.)

Mondays...Watch your email and/or
Facebook for the weekly challenge and share it with us!
Wednesdays...Coffee/Drink Hour for
Leaders, via Zoom at 10 a.m.
Fridays...4-H Project Tours, via
Zoom at 11 a.m.
2 ����������� Livestock Council meeting,
via Zoom at 6:30 p.m.
9 ����������� Leaders Council meeting, via
Zoom at 6:30 p.m.
21 �������� Happy Father’s Day!
30 �������� Horse Council meeting, via
Zoom at 6 p.m.

•••••••••••• What’s Inside ••••••••••
2 ����������� Fair Update from Interim Alaska 4-H Program Leader
2 ����������� Summer Camp Updates
3 ����������� We Need Your Voice: Help Support Alaska 4-H!
4 ����������� Zoom! Zoom! Let’s Stay Connected! Meetings and Events
4 ����������� Horse and Livestock Updates & Labs for Loan
5 ����������� Get Moving Activity Challenge
6 ����������� Mask Making Project Update
6 ����������� Alaska 4-H — Salad Garden Kit Project
7 ����������� Public Presentation/Demonstration Day Results
8 ����������� Zoom Talent Show Results
9 ����������� Armchair Activity: Leader Trainings for 2019-20

••••••• July ••••••
Mondays..Watch your email and/or
Facebook for the weekly challenge and share it with us!
Wednesdays...Coffee/Drink Hour for
Leaders, via Zoom at 10 a.m.
Fridays...4-H Project Tours, via
Zoom at 11 a.m.
4 ����������� Happy Independence Day
(Office closed July 2-3.)
7 ����������� Livestock Council meeting,
via Zoom at 6:30 p.m.
14 �������� Leaders Council meeting, via
Zoom at 6:30 p.m.
28 �������� Horse Council meeting, via
Zoom at 6 p.m.
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(Marla’s Roundup continued from page 1.)
With that will come restrictions that will be easy to meet and others and when I get them approved it will be up
to you to decide if you want to do them or stay distancing.
The university put out on May 20 a plan for their phasing back into life. It addresses campus, classes,
housing, etc., but not how to help our program. So, this is where the mitigation plan comes in and we will
start with small steps and build to the bigger ones. So, I ask for a little more patience as we work through
this. Meanwhile, inside this newsletter is some important information that I hope the majority of you will take
seriously and do to help our program stay strong.
Secondly, the next big question is fair time. With state fairs closing across Alaska, we want to assure our 4-H
families that the leaders, horse and livestock councils are working hard to find other ways to showcase our
youths’ accomplishments over the year. Pending mitigation and approval from the university, our hope is to hold
a 4-H Exhibition with the appropriate CDC guidelines in place. For more on the fair, please see the message
below from Candi Dierenfield, interim Alaska 4-H and youth development program leader.
Throughout this newsletter, if it says I or me, it is referring me, Marla, and my email is mklowder@alaska.
edu. If you need to get a hold of Ronda, hers is rlboswell@alaska.edu
For now, please stay connected and safe. We will get through this. As always, please contact us if you have
questions; we are accessible by email during regular working hours.

FAIR UPDATE: A Message from the Interim Alaska 4-H Program Leader
Hello 4-H Families!
I want to thank you on behalf of the Alaska 4-H Program and the Institute of Agriculture,
Natural Resources and Extension for your tenacity throughout these unprecedented times.
We know it has been challenging and I have heard many frustrations regarding the caution
University of Alaska is taking in moving to fewer restrictions.
We have also heard and seen so many wonderful projects and experiences throughout the
past couple of months of creative 4-H engagement! We have increased our 4-H outreach and
continue to seek new ways to engage families in Alaska 4-H. Thank you!
Concerning canceling of fairs around the state: We are a very resourceful organization. We hope that we
will still have the 4-H elements of the fair, if to only look different. There are several 4-H programs around the
nation that are experiencing similar cancellations. We are already working with several 4-H programs at other
land-grant universities, sharing ideas and resources.
What we do know is that we will continue to work under the guidance of UA/UAF, providing a safe
environment for 4-H programming — whether it be virtual, hybrid or face-to-face. Safety of our 4-H families is
our #1 priority, not only during a pandemic, but all of the time.
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any ideas, comments, questions or concerns at
cldierenfield@alaska.edu or 907-474-1909 (voicemail).
PLEASE
Live Well, Be Well!
STAY
Dr. Candi Dierenfield, Interim Alaska 4-H & Youth Development Program Leader
TUNED...

SUMMER CAMP UPDATES

Twin Bears has put out guidelines for using the camp as
Fun Time at Twin Bears Camp — ON HOLD
So, we don’t know if our family event at Twin Bears far as sanitation and disinfecting it before use and after if
Camp will happen or not. We will make a decision at we decide to go through with it.
the leaders council meeting next month or no later than Cloverbud Day Camp — MAYBE?
June 16. If it’s a go, we will have some fun activities out
We are hoping to still go ahead with our Cloverbud Day
there and you can come and go for the day or you are Camp at this time, but are not advertising it yet. We will
welcome to spend the night with your family in one of the make a decision on it at the June leaders council meeting.
cabins. We will ask people to pitch in for potluck meals or It is tentatively scheduled for July 13-15.
everyone to bring their own food.
If it does happen, we will quickly get the registration out
I am hoping those who would want to be a counselor and will need counselors. So, be sure to watch the listserv
will jump in and help with daily activities. I will be in 2 and Facebook for information on it if you are interested
touch as we get closer.
for campers or counselors.
2

Tanana District 4-H News

June/July 2020

WE NEED YOUR VOICE!
Help Support Alaska 4-H

As university programs are being looked at in this budget crisis and now
with COVID-19 hitting us, it makes our 4-H program and the Cooperative
Extension Service seem more of a target. As much as I can try and convey
our message to those on campus, our program needs your help — both
youth and adults. There are two ways you can help in our Share the Love
campaign.
First, please sit down and write a letter explaining how 4-H and CES
has helped you over the year(s). Talk about what you have seen and its
importance to you. Thank them for housing the program and ask that it
receive the same continued support through these tough times. At right are
the addresses to send your letter of support for CES and 4-H. You do not
have to write everyone, but pick a couple and just drop them a simple note
sharing your experience and what it has meant to you and that you would
appreciate their continued support of the program.
You can also do quick little Flipgrid soundbite (30 seconds). To do the
recording, go to: https://flipgrid.com/welovealaska4h. The password is
Alaska4h. You can choose to do this recording if you like and/or write a
letter. More is always better in this case!
Thanks so much for your support over the past few years of this wonderful
program and please share your voice so it will be strong for many years to
come here in Alaska.

SHARE THE LOVE

Letters of support
may be addressed to:
Provost Anupma Prakash
Office of the Provost and
Vice Chancellor
University of Alaska Fairbanks
P.O. Box 757580
Fairbanks, AK 99775-7580
Chancellor Daniel M. White
Office of the Chancellor
University of Alaska Fairbanks
P.O. Box 757500
Fairbanks, AK 99775-7500
Board of Regents
Visit https://www.alaska.edu/
bor/members/board-contactinfo/ and pick one or two from
this list. Maybe one from your
district area.
President Jim Johnsen
Office of the President
University of Alaska Fairbanks
P.O. Box 755000
Fairbanks, AK 99775-5000
Dr. Milan Shipka
Institute of Agriculture, Natural
Resources and Extension
University of Alaska Fairbanks
P.O. Box 756180
Fairbanks, AK 99775-6180
Share the love! Take 30 seconds
out of your day as a family and let
us know what you love about Alaska
4-H! Members, leaders, friends
of Alaska 4-H — all welcome to
contribute! We can’t wait to hear
your messages! Visit http://www.
alaska4h.org/learn-by-doing-athome/4-h-memories-headinginto-summer
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LET’S STAY CONNECTED!
Zoom account available for all club meetings

Until I can get some mitigation proposals written up and approved to help with some face-to-face club meetings,
remember that we have a Zoom account set up that you can use for club meetings, if it is available. Please contact
Ronda or Marla through email to sign up for it. We will share the link with you to share with your club members.
We ask that you only use it for the date and time you sign up for as others may be using it before or after you.
Thank you for your cooperation with this.

Council Meetings

All council meetings continue to meet via Zoom at their regularly scheduled date and time. Keep an eye on the
listserv for the link to the meetings.

Daily Challenges Are Now Weekly Challenges

So, with summer here and the youth moving outside and doing things, I will put up on Monday of each week a list
of activities that can be done throughout the week. The weekly challenges will be announced through the listserv
and on Facebook. You do not have to do them all; you can do one or however many you like. Some activities may
take more time than others. With each challenge, we encourage the youth to upload a picture of what they did on
Facebook to the Tanana District 4-H page. If you don’t have Facebook, please send me the picture through email
and I will put them up for you.

Wednesday Coffee/Drink Hour for Leaders

Lots of great ideas come from our Wednesday morning social hours, so be sure to hop on Zoom and join us. We
get together every Wednesday at 10 a.m. and all leaders and parents are welcome to join and visit. We may talk about
4-H and we may not. Watch the listserv for the Zoom link and then be prepared with a cup of your choice to enjoy.

Friday Project Tours

I have scheduled Fridays, from 11 a.m. to noon, for Zoom project tours. We would love to see what you all are
doing! Contact Marla to sign up for a time slot and share what you are doing. We will do them as long as youth are
interested in sharing and we may have Fridays where we have no one. Watch the listserv and Facebook on Friday
morning to see if it is happening, then please get on and support those sharing.

Horse Updates

Tack Swap is canceled.
l State Horse Contest is canceled,
but may be postponed to fall.
l
June Clinic/Schooling Show
is canceled. Each club with horse
members can submit for a $100 fee
that can be used to bring in a clinician
to their club, have a pizza party, etc.
Now, this is still on hold until we
get approval from the university to
have club meetings/gatherings, but
our fingers are crossed!
l Gymkhanas are on hold until we
get approval from the university.
l The Horse Council and
committees are working hard on
the above activities and will keep
you up to date as they learn more.
l

Livestock Update

The June Showmanship Clinic is
canceled. The leaders will be doing
their own showmanship clinics in
their clubs. If you need help with
a particular species, let me know
and I will get you hooked up with
someone who can help you. The
face-to-face is still on hold until
university approval, but you can
learn by Zoom.

4

4

Learning Labs

This is a critical time and our
learning labs will be in more of
high demand. We ask that you
make prior arrangements via email
to return them to the office and also
to reserve and pick them up. We can
do a drop-off and pickup, abiding by
the social distancing guidelines.
If you or anyone in your house is
sick, we ask that you clean the lab
before returning it and/or keep it
and let us know. We will let these
labs sit in the office for three days
before loaning them out again.

Tanana
District
Tanana District
4-H
News 4-H News

June/July 2020
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Community Service Project Update:
Mask Making for FNA
The 40 Below Mooseketeers, Free
Rangers and other 4-H leaders/members,
along with other friends of 4-H, are
making face masks for the Fairbanks
Native Association Head Start Program.
Project goal is 300 masks (200 child size
and 100 adult size).
The masks will be used by children
attending Head Start, Head Start staff and
family members entering the center to
drop off and pick up their kids.
We appreciate ALL our mask makers!
Thank you for caring for our community
and for reminding us:

“We are all in this
TOGETHER!”
Bonnie Marriot of the 40 Below Mooseketeers enjoys sewing the masks that she
is helping to make for FNA Head Start. Patsy Perkins photo

Alaska 4-H
Community Service Project
Free salad garden kits were distributed to 80 participants in the
Fairbanks area May 29-30. Sponsored statewide by the Alaska
4-H Program and Ag in the Classroom, the free program was
open to all youth ages 5-18 — 4-H members and non-members.
Initially, supplies were planned for 75 youth; however, we
received 93 responses within the first few hours of registration.
Marla Lowder, Tanana District 4-H agent, said each kit contained
1 gallon of organic soil, 1 envelope of salad green seeds (most
seeds were organic where available), 1 label and an instruction
sheet with other fun activities included. The kits were assembled
and distributed in accordance to CDC guidelines. A total of 110
kits were assembled for possible “walk-ins.” The final 30 kits
will be given away Friday, June 5, to anyone who shows up.
Comments were enthusiastic! One mother of five children
shared her joy over having something fun and educational to do
together while still under quarantine.

“How does your garden grow?
TOGETHER!”
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Marla Lowder, Tanana District 4-H agent, is masked
and gloved up for salad garden kit pickup day. Ronda
Boswell photo
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Public Presentation/Demonstration Day Results

4-H
is so
RAD!

It was definitely a different year this year. We had both live Zoom presentations
and recorded ones. It was a good time and thanks to all who supported it. The youth
did super jobs for what they had to deal with and it was a great and educational
day for all.
Before we get to the results, though, let’s start off with a HUGE thank-you to
our judges for generously volunteering their time: Joyce Whitehorn and Becky
Osimowicz! Also, thank-you to all of the participants as your presentations/
demonstrations were all just wonderful and informative. We learned all sorts of
things from horse care to whittling to rad reptiles!

Awards are based on:

Purple = Grand/Reserve Champion

Blue = Excellent

Red = Good

White = Worthy

Now, for what you are waiting for, the results!
May I have a drum roll, please?

Cloverbud Class — Ages 5-7 (as of Oct. 1, 2019)
Demonstration:
Trista Reinheller, Rockin’ Ranchers – Participation Ribbon, How to Tie a Slip Knot

Junior Class — Ages 8-11 (as of Oct. 1, 2019)
Illustrated Talk:
Lily Harlow, Free Rangers — Grand Champion, Raising Your Own Rabbits
Leah Austin, Rockin’ Ranchers — Reserve Champion, Knowing Your Horse’s Bones
Kamryn Smith, Free Rangers — Blue Ribbon, Rad Reptiles
Lucas Dote, Free Rangers — Red Ribbon, Trash for Treasure
Ella Harlow, Free Rangers — Red Ribbon, The Wonder of Silicates
Ellinor Miller, Free Rangers — Red Ribbon,Worms and Your Horse
Archer Moon, Free Rangers — Red Ribbon, Arctic Char
PowerPoint:
Emma Austin, Rockin’ Ranchers — Grand Champion, Oh, No! Something is Wrong
with My Horse! What Do I Do?
Becca Reinheller, Rockin’ Ranchers — Reserve Champion, Horse Bits
(Continued on page 8.)
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(Results continued from page 7.)
Intermediate Class — Ages 12-14 (as of Oct. 1, 2019)
Demonstration:
Isabelle Miller, Free Rangers — Grand Champion, How to Reload Ammo
Illustrated Talk:
Sophia Harlow, Free Rangers — Grand Champion, The Grand Way of Transportation in the Last Frontier
Timothy Dote, Free Rangers — Reserve Champion, Why Welding is a Good Trade to Learn
Walker Greer, Rockin’ Ranchers — Red Ribbon, Wilderness First Aid
Winter Moon, Free Rangers — Red Ribbon, Horses of America
PowerPoint:
Finn Knight, Rockin’ Ranchers — Grand Champion, Ligament Injuries in Horses
Jakan Reinheller, Rockin’ Ranchers — Reserve Champion, Whittling
Logan Reinheller, Rockin’ Ranchers — Blue Ribbon, Goat Training
Shelby Seekins, Rockin’ Ranchers — Blue Ribbon, Vaulting
Seniors – Ages 15-18 (as of Oct. 1, 2019)
PowerPoint:
Larissa Seekins, Rockin’ Ranchers — Grand Champion, Waste and Manure Management
Danielle Johnson, Free Rangers — Reserve Champion, Foaling
Sophia Benson, Rockin’ Ranchers — Red Ribbon, Virus and Bacteria Basics
Cierra Greer, Rockin’ Ranchers — Red Ribbon, Care of Senior Horses
Mandy Montano, Rockin’ Ranchers — Red Ribbon, Worms and Parasites
Lyndsie Schok, Rockin’ Ranchers — Red Ribbon, Horse Virology
Lynna Tiemessen, Rockin’ Ranchers — Red Ribbon, How Horses Revolutionized Agriculture
Juliette Benson, Rockin’ Ranchers – White Ribbon, Cribbing

Congratulations to ALL of you! You all did a SUPERB job!
I hope to see you all and MANY more next year!
Zoom Talent Show Result
We had a great time at our talent show in April and
thanks to all those who participated in it. It is amazing
what we can do by Zoom. Here are the results:.
JUNIOR DIVISION
1st — Ella Harlow — Piano
2nd — Ellinor Miller — Gymnastics
3rd — Lily Harlow — Piano
INTERMEDIATE DIVISION
1st — Sophia Harlow — Fiddle
2nd — Isabelle Miller — Art
SENIOR DIVISION
1st — Lauren Bird — Ukulele
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ARMCHAIR ACTIVITY FOR LEADERS!
Since we’re all home anyway,
how about catching up on your online trainings?
See below for details!

Whoooooo still needs to do their leader trainings???

Leaders, just a friendly reminder that if you have not completed the following tasks yet, then your club
is not active in 4HOnline and youth cannot enroll in it. Your Alaska 4-H Annual Financial Summary Report
for 2018-19 needs to be turned in and at least one leader in your club must have completed the following
trainings:

.
www.
alaska4h.
org/
volunteers

......

1. Duty to Report
2. Preventing Bullying
3. UAF Driver Training Quiz & Driver’s Forms

If you intend to drive 4-H youth this year, you need to complete
both the quiz and forms. (If you will NOT be driving youth this year,
you must complete the Driver’s Education Training Opt-Out Form.

Just visit http://www.alaska4h.org/volunteers to find all the training links and forms you need. We are
always here to help by calling us at 907-474-2426 or 907-474-2450.

LEADERS
COUNCIL
MONTHLY
MEETINGS!
All leaders are invited to the Leaders
Council meetings held the second Tuesday of each month. Until further notice,
HEY, 4-H’ERS!
Be sure to “LIKE” Tanana District 4-H and Alas- meetings will be held via Zoom — watch
ka 4-H on Facebook. You’ll find some AWE- your email for the meeting link!
SOME information on these pages!
Hope to see your smiling face on screen!
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YOUR 4-H CLUB PHOTOS!
We want to see all the AWESOME
things your club is doing!
A picture is worth a thousand words!
Each month in the Tanana District 4-H News,
we would like to HIGHLIGHT a club activity.
To submit a photo for consideration, please verify the following information
BEFORE sharing it with us:

b Each youth in photo must be in active status in 4HOnline.
b Each youth must have an approved Media and Information Release
Statement in 4HOnline.

b Non-4-H members may not be in the photo, unless written permission is
received by a parent or guardian.

b Each youth must be identified by both first and last name.
b If we choose to identify youth in a cutline or story, only first names are used.
b Be sure to include the photographer’s first and last name, too, for credit!
b HINT: We like action shots — showing your club members doing things!
Email your photo to both rlboswell@alaska.edu and mklowder@alaska.edu along
with the above information. We cannot guarantee publishing all photos, but we
will do our best! Thank you for sharing!

L

KING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!
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