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Kenai Peninsula District
K-Beach Road, Suite. A ● Soldotna, AK 9966 A ● 907-262-5824

4-H Volunteer of the Month: Shelia Rogers
Shelia Rogers makes
leadership look easy.
As a natural leader
and patient listener
she has organized our
District 4-H Council
in ways most of our 4H family probably
doesn’t realize. Shelia
was reluctant to take
on the responsibility
as Council president,
but we’re glad she
took the leap. Shelia
was a 4-H’er in
Colorado and has
applied the leadership
skills she learned from
her 4-H experience.
While she has been
our president she has
updated our operating
procedures, organized
Rally Day and the
Public Presentation
Contest, started the
scholarship
committee, helped
with the tree sale, initiated the creation of the Kenai Peninsula District
4-H Yearbook and saw it through to printing, and has managed the
Council monthly meetings efficiently and effectively. She enjoyed
organizing Rally Day so much she wanted to do another one. If only
we had more time! Shelia, thank you very much for bringing us so far!
We appreciate your dedication and will miss you more than you know!

Calendar of Events:
June
3-4
10
13
15
16
20
23

Livestock Competition
Overnight Clover Bud Camp,
6 Swanson River Area
Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m.,
CES Office
Duck Possession Date
JML Business Contact Check
3-8 p.m., CES office
JML Business Meeting, 6:30
p.m., CES Office
JML Business Contact Check
3-8 p.m., CES office

July
3
4
7
9
11

Parade Float Preparation
4th of July Parade
Rabbit Procession Date
Fair Work Day 9, Fairgrounds
Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m.,
CES Office
11-14 Teen Wilderness Camp
23
Fair Work Day 9, Fairgrounds
25
Records Check and Fairs
Entry Forms Due
Kenai Peninsula State Fair 85
days approximately!
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4-H Alumni: Connie Royal
Our 4-H Alumni for this month is Connie Royal. She lets us use her nursery to house the trees for our Tree
Sale. We appreciate the support .
.
1. How long have you had Connie's Flowers? I have had my business since
1997.
2. What do you think about our Kenai Peninsula 4-H? I think 4-H is great!
It’s the greatest club on earth!
3. How old were you when you were in 4-H yourself? I joined at age 10 and
stayed in until I was too old and then I became a leader. Dad actually
started 4-H for our area.
4. What animals did you raise, or what projects were you involved with? My
main project was lambs, and breeding sheep; also sewing. I guess sewing
was my other project.
5. What are some lessons you learned from as a child in 4-H? Life lessons
were important, like record keeping! To this day I keep good records
because I learned how to do it well 50 years ago. My bookkeeper says I
don't even need him!
6. What are some of your favorite memories of 4-H? My favorite memories
were probably the county fair. It was held in a different town, Belen, New
Mexico, and we lived a ways away. The fair was the THING! We all raised
livestock, so we had a common interest. It was a big deal.
7. What do you think makes a good leader in 4-H? A good leader is somebody
who care, and takes time to teach as they go. Leaders have to be dedicated
too.
8 What do you think are good qualities for a 4-H kid? Dedication!
9. How can we continue to make the best better with 4-H now? We need to make it the goal. I know it’s
the motto, but it should be our way of life. The motto should carry on forever, not just in 4-H but in life
in all ways.

Pledger Subscriptions
This month’s paper version of the Pledger will be given to the 4-H’ers who subscribe to the Pledger and pay
the $ 5 fee (which will be used to help pay for the ink and paper it takes to print it). The $5 fee need to be
paid at the office. There will be an option of picking up the Pledger at the CES office or have your club
leader do it for you. The color version of the Pledger is on the Kenai Peninsula 4-H website for those who
prefer to print it themselves. Web address is: http://www.alaska4h.org

Bubba The Sheep
Meet Bubba the Sheep. During the months of June, July and August we
will be hiding Bubba somewhere in the Pledger. He is in THIS Pledger as
we speak. Can you find him? Whoever finds him will be put in a drawing
for some great prizes! He could be in a picture hiding or in plain view.
Once you find him, contact Toni Loop, 740-1476, or Geri Litzen, 3980692. Also, please do not tell other 4-Hers where he is.
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Nominations Needed
We are currently looking for nominations for 4-H Volunteer of the Month, 4-H Alumni, Cloverbud of the
Month and a 4-H’er who is trying something new and would to be willing to write about it. If you know
someone who can fit in these categories, please contact Geri or Toni at peninsulapledger@gmail.com.

Weigh-In Day
FIFTY-TWO animals were weighed, tagged and vaccinated at
weigh-in day! Awesome job, Mr. Rob, Casey M., Mr. Matt, Mr.
Paul, Colton, Dr. Nye and ALL the parents and 4-H’ers who
muscled trailers and animals and made the day smooth, fun and
educational!
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Breaking Ground
It all started when Matthew Loop asked me if he could raise
turkeys. I of course said, “Yes.” But the one he and I loved
turned out to be a jungle turkey called ocelate turkey, which
could never be raised in Alaska easily, so I sent him to a turkey
hatchery page and asked him to pick a turkey he liked. He said
“blue slate turkey.” I nearly jumped up and down as they are one
of my favorite turkeys. Thus his journey of blue state turkey
raising begun.
The first thing he had to do was prepare a public presentation on
blue alate turkeys. He did excellent! Now this past month I
purchased three blue slate turkey poults for him to raise. We hope
we can have a breeder pair but only time will tell. Here is a
picture of Matthew with a poult on his shoulder.
—Toni Loop

Tree Tagging
I wanted to say “thank you” for all who helped
with tree tagging. There were two tree tagging
sessions. Each of them were fun to do. As you
can see from these pictures, we all had a great
time.
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Tree Sale
It was amazing being at the tree sale. I had never been to the tree sale before. I was in awe how early the
buyers showed up, how quickly everyone set up, and the wonderful job the 4-her’s did during the tree sale. It
was so fun watching the whole event. It was mind blowing how the trees sold out in 1 hour 10 minutes! I was
glad I made to this event year. Thank you all for your help running this incredible event.
—Written by Toni Loop
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Club News
Grizzly Adventurers Cloverbud Club
This month we talked about the upcoming tree sale
and the booth we were going to be having there. We
raised over thirty dollars there. We also are going to
look into different ways to get our club shirts done.
This is a picture of the two Cloverbud moms manning
the booth while their Cloverbud girls were helping
escorting the buyers through the trees sale.

North Road Rangers
This month the Rangers have been busy working on all
of their projects. The Rangers visited their club pig at
Weigh-In Day. “Lu” is doing great and she weighed
132 pounds and was the third biggest pig at Weigh-In
Day! Weigh-In day was the Rangers' hands-on meeting
for May and it was good to see our club pig is growing,
thanks to Willow and Wyatt's hard work and care as
her host farm. Our club is looking forward to going
down to visit Lu at the Walaszeks' and helping with
some farm chores and getting to know Lu better. We
have two potluck farm days planned.
At the Tree Sale, the Rangers held a bake sale with
fresh bread, brownies, cookies and all sorts of baked
goods. We made $140 and had a great time selling
trees and our baked goods. We also were excited to
have a chance to do a radio interview for KSRM where
we got to promote the tree sale, our club and 4-H in
general.
This month our teens met at the Kenai Library and
made our club’s budget. We budgeted for the award
ceremony that we are hosting and for all of our groups
and teams in our club. After the teen meeting, we went
to our business meeting, also at the library. We
welcomed two new families that are enrolled in 4-H
and are now part of North Road Rangers. We talked
about our club business contacts and are going to do
our first club contact on June 6. We talked about
ordering a second order of club shirts for new people
and for members that missed the first order. After the meeting the teens met with members that needed help
with their record books.
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The Rangers have been gardening at Heritage Place for three weeks and last week we planted potatoes and
weeded and planted more flowers. Both the Rangers and the residents have been having a fun time working
together on their project.
Next month the Rangers are going to have their meeting on June 11. The livestock contest is on June 3 and 4
and the livestock kids are working hard and are getting ready to head up to Palmer. The shooting team is
hosting a paint ball event for the club on June 18. June will be a busy month for us and everyone, but we will
all have a lot of fun!
—Colton Rankin, Club President.

Northwind Riders
Our club has been busy with spring events, such as the
Tree Tagging day and the Tree Sale. We are also working
on some long-term goals, such as going to Kodiak for
next year's Alaska Horse Contest and a possible mustang
rescue. It’s also been fun getting to know a few new
members of our club. We also have weekly EE groups
(Equine Experience). Recently for EE group the kids got
to help our farrier trim all five horses, put shoes on one of
them, and help hold the miniature horses as they got their
yearly spring shave. At the same time they were able to
watch our vet examine a horse with a cold. At another EE
group day, the kids helped put final touches on our new
teeter totter for horses,and take the horses across it to get
them used to the new addition.
This past weekend we went on a grand adventure! Some
of the kids were able to go to Anchorage on Friday and
Saturday. Friday at 4 p.m. we went to Atmosphere
Studio, where they had arranged to do a glass bead-making demonstration. We met some talented artists!
They were so very warm and welcoming. The reason for going was to see
how beads are made for the Beads of Courage program. Beads of Courage
is our club's personal "baby" that we have adopted as our community
service project. We work at local barns, farms and other facilities to earn
money to buy beads. Beads of Courage is a program for children with
cancer or other life-threatening diseases. The children in the program
receive beads to mark milestones in their journey. Some examples of
times they would be able to collect a bead are chemotherapy, bone
marrow transplant, hospitalization, hair loss, depression and surgery, and
there is even a very special bead for when their heart has stopped. They
also get beads with their name on it and beads to show their personality
and interests. We were able to see all of the Beads on the Trail that the
Iditarod mushers had carried with them for special encouragement to
these young cancer fighters. They were cool! They had names such as
"First to the Yukon" (this one had a black background with specks of gold
in it) and "Polar Plus," which was a super-cute polar bear bead. The bead
artists showed us how they use torches with fire to form the beads and add
the "wow" elements to each one. It was fascinating. We all wore special
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glasses so we could see through the
blue flames and protect our eyes.

The owners of the studio were so
excited about our club, and they
wanted to hear all about the things
we are doing together. They also
were impressed with our love for
the Beads of Courage program, and
we all got a little teary as we shared
some stories we have
read/experienced as part of being
involved. They had contacted the
national Beads of Courage
organization and told them we were
coming, so they had a surprise
waiting for us! They gave us Beads
of Courage water bottles, stickers
and Carry-a-Bead packages for
each of our club members! (Carry a
Bead is a program where the kit
includes two matching "twin"
beads, pins to wear them and a little card for sending a note and a photo of the adventure you embark on
wearing the pins). After that, we all got to see the beads they had made especially for us to purchase. They
made a lot so we could have a big variety to choose from. Each of our club kids chose five beads each and
then wrote a note to send along with their beads. As a leader I was very touched to read what my kids had
written, such as "You've got this!," "You're not alone!', "I want to see your big smile," and "You are a
CHAMPION!" I tried to picture each of the sick children who would open each bead along with the note
from our kind-hearted 4-H’ers. I was able to choose some beads too. After we had chosen all of the beads
we could afford with the money we had brought, the lady who had invited us there suddenly smiled and told
us to "keep writing, and keep choosing beads!" She had decided to let us have extra beads! It was so sweet
of her.
That evening we decided to go to the Golden Corral for dinner so we could all eat what we liked at the
buffet. It was a lot of fun — especially the "chocolate dipped" challenge. The girls challenged one another
to dip something unusual in chocolate from the big chocolate fountain and try it. We got some fun pictures,
but our favorite one was the chocolate broccoli face! It won most creative, for sure. After dinner we went
and checked into our hotel so we could be up bright and early to go set up our booth at the horse vendor
fair.
Saturday was an all-day horse event called Equifest 2015. There were lots of booths and a huge number of
horse demonstrations and activities. It was raining most of the day, but we had fun anyway! We were selling
Granny Jo's (Jo Walker's) awesome handmade fleece polo wraps. The kids had a chance to enter a stick
horse race, and I was impressed at how willing they were to jump on in and gallop around the barrels. We
got to see a lot of trick riding, vaulting, drill team demos and much more. Some of the kids got a horseback
ride too. Before we headed back out of town, we went to Toys R Us and checked out the newest horse
models and grabbed dinner at a mall food court. The whole trip was amazing, and we can't wait for next
year!
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Trail Blazers
The Trail Blazers have had a busy spring! Our FFA team
competed at State Convention earlier this month and won
awards in Farm Business Management, Vet Science,
Public Speaking, Natural Resource Management and
Marine Technology! On top of the smashing performance,
two of our members were elected to state office!
Congratulations everyone who worked so hard to prepare
for this event!
Many of our members helped out at the Tree Sale. We
sold over half of our inventory at our craft booth and had
a good time chatting up the customers, inviting them to
the fair and encouraging them to enroll their children in 4H. After the Tree Sale, we hosted our spring BBQ and
litter patrol. We picked up 26 bags of trash from our
Adopt-A-Mile and various tires, car parts and even a
bicycle frame. Hotdogs, marshmallows and hanging out around the campfire was a great way to end the day.
Horse Camp kicks off this week! This is the highlight of the year for many of our horse project members and a
great way to kick off summer. Our horse show will be May 28 and it’s not limited to club members — parents,
siblings and friends are encouraged to participate. After camp, our summer lesson series for horse project
members will begin. Weekly lessons are free for members and $10 for guests, and everyone is welcome.
Instructors and topics vary, but we always have fun learning!
Thanks to everyone who attended our photography workshop back in April. As a continuation of our
workshops, we plan to have a wood-turning and leather-working workshop as summer gets into full swing.
Check with a Trail Blazer for details if you are interested in attending. Workshops are FREE and supplies and
snacks are provided.
Trail Blazers’ next club meeting will take place at the fairgrounds, near the end of the month — time and day to
be determined. We are planning to open our Snack Shack at the Ninilchik Rodeo and will have food service
training after the meeting for youth interested in helping out with this fundraiser.
It’s going to be a great summer!
—Katie Matthews
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Junior Market Livestock
The 4-H year is getting into full swing!
This month the club had Weigh-in Day (if you want to sell an animal at the auction this year, you need to bring
it to the fairgrounds to weigh it in). Some of us enjoyed going to the Tree Sale; it was the first time ever ALL
the trees were sold out in a little over a hour!!
We held a meeting on the 23rd and decided on our charity animal. We also are going to invite more family and
friends to the auction, and we brainstormed ways to advertise the auction this year.
The only unfortunate event is that our club leader, Jim Rogers, is leaving the state with his family. Ms. Tana
and Eli Butler were at the JML meeting this month and brought Mr. Jim a card and a going-away present that
we all signed after he opened it. We will miss our leader, but Mr. Loop is taking over his position as club
leader and will fill his shoes at fair.
The only possession dates left are the ducks (June 15), chickens (July 1) and rabbits (July 7), and that’s all for
the year. The next JML meeting is on June 20. I hope to see you there!
—Gracie Rankin, JML Reporter

Funky Farmers Club
Yahoo, its summertime and the Funky Farmers are going full force in their 4-H year. This month in our
meeting we learned about garden plants. Did you know that some plants have male and female flowers on
them? Ask a Funky Farmer and they can tell you all about it. The kids learned about planting, transplanting
and hardening off plants. Each of the students got to choose a different type of seed to plant, and then they
transplanted snapdragons and nasturtiums in their flower buckets. We are hoping to show off our plants at
fair time.
This month we will also be saying good-bye to our dear friends Zander and Tanner as they will be moving
out of state. The brothers have big plans of buying a large farm where they can have all kind of animals.
They promised to keep in contact with us, telling us about their new adventure. We have planned a surprise
going-away party for them at the park. We will truly miss them.
In our meeting we talked about upcoming activities. Sidney will be hosting a foreign exchange student from
Japan through the 4-H exchange program. She will be in Alaska July 22-August 18. Silas, Eli and Bethany
are planning on fishing in Egegik part of the summer. All three of the Veal kids will bring their chickens with
them so they can train them when they are not fishing. Silas, Eli and Bethany will be doing a public
presentation on chickens in Egigik if anyone wishes
to attend. What a wonderful opportunity to be able
to teach others outside our community. The Malone
family just finished building pens for their animals.
They will be raising pigs, ducks, geese and turkeys.
They will also be hosting two exchange students
from the Ukraine. Melanie and Jenna will be
growing veggies in their new vegetable box, while
they keep out their beautiful JML turkeys. As you
can see, we all have big plans for the summer with a
good balance of fun and 4-H. We hope each and
every one of you has a wonderful summer. We hope
to see you all at the 4th of July parade.
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Youth Competitons
Livestock Competition
Alaska State Livestock Contest is June 3 and 4 and the Kenai
Peninsula Wranglers are going to compete in Quiz Bowl and
Extemporaneous, Public Presentations, Livestock Judging and
Skillathon. We are going to try to take some art ,too, for the art
contest part. The Wranglers meet every Tuesday. This month we
made livestock study folders and we have been studying cuts of meat
and our coach has been testing us by having us list off 10 breeds of
beef, goats, pigs and sheep. We practice buzzer bowl at every
meeting, too. This week we are going to practice our public
presentations with our team, and next week we have a meat-cutting
tour at IGA. We are excited to go to Palmer and compete against
other teams in the contest this year.
— Ella Rankin, Co-Captain, Kenai Peninsula Wranglers, Red Team
Coach Cassy
In the next Peninsula Pledger issues we would like to have ALL club news, event information and such
turned in by the 23 of every month. We are looking for more volunteers to gather information and
write articles for us. If you are interested, please let Geri Litzen (398-0692) or Toni Loop (776-3642)
know. Thanks
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