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4-H Volunteer of the MonthJanice Chumley

Monday, Dec 12, 6:30 pm

Meet and greet new 4-H Agent Kay Shoemaker at the
district council meeting. Refreshments will be provided!

I tell the boys we are heading to the
Cooperative Extension Office and the first thing they
ask is “can we go see the bugs?” It is so neat to see
Janice patiently teach my three rowdy boys about
bugs. It takes someone special to take time out of a
busy day to let them see her bug collection. Thanks,
Janice, for all you do.
~ Written by Toni Loop
Janice Chumley has been volunteering for 4-H
for more than 15 years. Her passion is working with
kids who love bugs! If they aren’t excited about bugs
when they first come to her class, they will be by the
time they leave! As Janice would say, “Is there
anything more interesting than a bee or a dragonfly”?
She has the nickname across the Peninsula as, “The
Bug Lady”.
Janice has also served as 4-H Educational
Display Contest judge and horticulture and science
judge for 4-H at the Kenai Peninsula Fair for many
years. She enjoys listening to youth talk about their
projects and what they learned. In the process of
judging Janice has learned a lot from our 4-H
members and she is always eager to tell others, “Did
you know…?” or “That is so cool!”
This past year Janice was instrumental in
making the Tree Sale a success. She made sure the
trees were ordered early in order to have the best
selection. It was important to her that she had a
committee to work with throughout the year that
planned all the details of the event. The 2016 Tree
Sale was a huge success and we have Janice to thank
for her leadership and tree knowledge.

We appreciate everything Janice has done for
4-H and how much she cares about the kids,
parents and leaders! Thank you Janice!

New Year: Time to Re-enroll
Time to sign up for 2016/17 4-H year! Effective
October 2016 the price of yearly dues went up to $25
per member. Horse members pay $26.
To enroll go to www.alaska4h.org, log in using
your email and password, fill in appropriate info, keep
clicking"next". Select the appropriate project. Leave
all other projects there, they are your past years'
projects and 4-H keeps them for their records.
If you need help signing up, talk to your club
leader or call the CES office to get help. Here's to
2016/17!
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State Public Presentation Contest Results:

Peninsula Pledger Subscriptions

Hello 4-H Families and FriendsWe recorded our district presentations in May and the
State 4-H Presentation Contest was judged at the end
of October. Here are the results for our Kenai
Peninsula 4-H'ers.
Jenna Carpenter: Junior Illustrated Talk, Champion
Corey Lewis: Junior Drama, Champion
Colton Rankin: Intermediate Illustrated Talk,
Champion
Elora Reichert: Intermediate Illustrated Talk,
Reserve Champion
Cierra Mitchel: Senior Illustrated Talk, Champion
Elora Reichert, Gracie Rankin, Colton
Rankin: Team Illustrated Talk, Champion

If you would like a paper copy of the Peninsula
Pledger please pay the subscription fee of $5 to help
pay for the paper and ink, at the CES office. Your
club leader can bring you your monthly Pledger if you
request it . If possible please pay for your subscription
this month so we know how many newsletters to print
out.

Congratulations to our 4-H presenters! Great Job!
If you would like to view these presentations go to:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKDGI5iNYUlzwDDyMyS2Vg

Bubba The Sheep
Do not forget to
search for Bubba the Sheep
in this Pledger. Every month
there is a drawing for those
who find him. If you find him
contact Geri Litzen or Toni
Loop before the monthly
district council meeting. Here
is a photo of him so you know
what he looks like.

Pledger Logo Contest
The Peninsula Pledger is looking for a logo picture to
put on the top left corner of the newsletter. We would
like to have a 4-H’er create one. All who participate
will be entered into a drawing for a prize. You can
turn your creation in to Toni or Geri, email it to
peninsulapledger@gmail.com or at the CES office.

Money, Certificates, Medals and Record
Books for pick up at the Extension Office
There are numerous awards, money and Record Books
still at the Extension Office to be picked up. These are
the rewards of your past year's 4-H activities and
projects! Don't delay! Come get your goodies today!

Here are the guidelines:
Has to have 4-leaf clover on it.
Size is 2 in X 2 in.
Hand made and neatly done.
Deadline is Dec 19.

District Council Members
President- Maya Johnson
Vice President- Katie Cooper
Secretary- Avlynne Wolverton
Treasurer- Linda McConnell
Information Officer- Matthew Loop
Sergeant of Arms- Nicholas McConnell
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Committees
We are looking for volunteers to help out on the
following committes. If you are interested in
helping out on any of these committes contact
Maya Johnson at 598-7022. Here is the list:
-Tree Sale
-Public Presentation Day
-Rally Day
-Record Book Comittee

Club News
Trail Blazers
The Trail Blazers will be hosting their 2017
kick-off meeting November 29 at the Ninilchik
fairgrounds community room. We will serve pizza at
6 pm and call the meeting to order at 6:30. Some of
the items for the agenda are potential 2017 club
projects, financial report, officer elections and the
2016 Year in Review slide show presented by our
current officer team. Anyone interested in joining,
volunteering or being involved with local youth is
welcome to attend. Please check out our Facebook
page for club info if you miss the meeting!
Submitted by Katie Matthews
North Road Rangers

This month the North Road Rangers had their
first business meeting and their first hands on
meeting. We had our business meeting on 11/5/16 at
the Kenai Library. We held our elections and Katie
Cooper was elected president, Gracie Rankin vice
president, Elora Reichert secretary, Henry Heft
treasurer, Colton Rankin info officer and Corbin
Reichert and Matthew Loop are our club
photographers. We voted on a rotating district council
representative so that members of our club will have
opportunities to practice their public speaking and
leadership. We also welcomed three new families and
got to know them and shared our projects and what
being in 4-H means.
We had our Hands-On meeting at library on
11/12/16. We worked on putting our record books
together and helped the new members get their
recordbook set up and ready for the year. Our next
business meeting is on 12/3/16 and our Hands-On
meeting is on 12/30/16 and we will be learning how
to cook in a Dutch oven at the Loops.
By Colton Rankin, info officer

Northwind Riders
The Northwind Riders have had another busy
month. We had an amazing opportunity to visit a local
horse show judge's facility, and listen to her tips on
horse judging. The kids who have done horse judging
before worked with some of the kids who are brand
new to our club and the idea of horse judging. Stacy
Oliva, who is also a certified equine appraiser,
welcomed us with open arms into her indoor arena,
and allowed us to use her beautiful horses as well. We
did a mini class (Geri brought her minis) and Magic
won for the best conformation. Next we did a Quarter
Horse Mares class. Everyone had a blast and learned a
LOT.
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Our state level Horse Contest kids have been
meeting for study groups. Last week we worked on
Horse Structure, Leg Conformation, and we also did an
activity with horse magazines to help choose
everyone's public presentation topics. The kids worked
together very well, and are excited! It looks like we
will have two teams again this year, with about ten kids
total participating. We will travel to Fairbanks,
departing March 29.
Our Nationals team is also working VERY hard
in their study groups, which take place every Monday.
We are so thankful to Double O Express in the Kenai
Airport for letting us meet there, and being SO
supportive of our club! (I recommend their yummy
sliders and best tater tots in the state!) The group is
also doing many fundraisers, and will be joined by the
whole club as we work on a set-up crew for the big
Thanksgiving weekend bazaar. We also have a
Facebook group, an online garage sale - if anybody is
interested we are selling beautiful home decor and the
group is named Home Sweet Home.
This past week we had our November monthly
meeting, and it was so cool to see all of our new
officers step into their new roles! We had a lot to
cover, voted in a new secretary, and met even more
new club members. The kids opened with a new game
led by our Activities Coordinator (a new officer
position this year, and we love it!) where the kids had
to write a brief "secret" story, and put them all into a
hat. They were drawn out of the hat and read aloud
one by one while everyone tried to guess who wrote
each one. It was a blast! We were especially honored
to have a special guest, our new District Council
president, Maya. Glad you joined us, Maya!
We voted to have our annual Christmas party at
Geri's house in December, with a Secret Elf gift
exchange. Everyone chose a name (shhhhh) to buy a
present for that special person.
Friday, December 2, Equine Experience Group
was full of FUN! Here is what we learned/practiced:
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1. Leading (minis)
2. Safe and unsafe use of lead ropes
3. Backing from the ground
4. How to be safe during sudden excitement/aggression
5. Introducing yourself to a new horse
6. Liberty on the horse's terms (mutual respect=mutual
benefit)
7. Lunging safely (minis)
8. Catching a loose horse (minis)
Written by Geri Litzen

Equine
ExperienceDay

Northwind
Riders
Radio
Interview

Horse
Judging
Day
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Homer ALLS

Saturday, November 19, Homer Alls had a bake off.
Each family brought a food item to the meeting and
kids had to create something. Pederson brought a
dragonfruit. Traugotts brought candy canes. Bachers
brought assorted items of sprinkles, chocolate, and
ginger. Kids decided to use siblings for their
partners. Pederson made Zoa cupcakes. Traugotts
made candy cane cookies. Backers made pink
unicorn cookies. Kids did a fantastic job in the
kitchen creating delicious treats incorporating
dragonfruit, candy canes, and sprinkles.
Thanks!
~Written by Sherry

Just a reminder :

All news articles are due the 23 of every month unless otherwise
specified. If you would like to write an article let Toni Loop or Geri
Litzen know. Articles are sent to peninsulapledger@gmail.com .
Thanks

