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Cloverbud Bio of the Month: Adela Pederson
Adela Pederson is a 7 year old
animal lover and active member of
the 4-H Homer Alls. During our club
meetings, she is always eager to share
her knowledge about animals,
especially dogs. Her creativity is her
strongest characteristic as she
constantly comes up with new ideas
for activities. She is kind to invite
others to participate in games.
Embodying the true 4-H spirit, Addy
is always willing to lend a helping
hand to fellow members. On hikes,
she takes charge and leads the way
with the trust of the kids following
behind her. There is no doubt that she
is an excellent role model for her peers and continues to learn more along
the way in her journey with 4-H. — Sherry Pederson

Volunteer of the Month: Casey Loop
Casey Loop is a loving father. He
wants to raise his boys with good
principles and to become successful
in their adulthood. 4-H is a great way
to learn these good fundamentals,
principles, ethics and necessary
record-keeping skills.

Calendar of Events:
May
1
Swine, Lamb, Goat, Goose
Possession Date
7
Large Livestock Weigh-in
Day
9
Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m.,
CES Office
13
Tree Tagging, 4 p.m.
14
Tree Sale, 11 p.m.
24-27 Senior Horse Camp
27-28 State Livestock Contest
29-31 Junior Horse Camp
June
10
Overnight Cloverbud Camp, 5
Swanson River Area
13
Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m.,
CES Office
15
Duck Possession Date
18or25 Trail Ride Extraordinaire
20
JML Business Meeting, 6:30
p.m., CES Office
Kenai Peninsula State Fair 119
days approximately!

Casey helped this month with the
Home Show. He created the fire pit
for the JML club to auction off. Casey
helped with set up and take-down of
the Home Show. He was present for
both Home Show days representing
JML and 4-H.
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He has designed the North Road Ranger club shirt and worked directly with the manufacturer and the
agent to keep costs to the members at a minimum. Casey is very involved with JML and stepping up to be
the next JML leader. He also helped paint the flower boxes that will be donated to the Kenai Peninsula
State Fair by the Grizzly Adventurers Clover bud group. We are thankful for dads like Casey.

4-H Alumni: Jessie Dahl
It's All in the Family
4-H has been a large part of my
family since I was a little girl. Many
years ago, my mother was a master
clothier for the Clark County
Extension of Washington State
University. It was during this time
my sisters and I had our first
experiences in 4-H.
My first public presentation was in
the school my mother attended as a
child. I was in elementary school and
all I remember were the yellowed
walls and shaking my plastic bottle of
powdered butterscotch pudding and
milk. I'm sure there was a talk I had
to give and I don't remember the
color of ribbon I received, but that
moment was the first of many as a 4H’er.
Instant butterscotch pudding eventually led to showing horses
and dogs, cooking, sewing, and crafting. The skills I learned as
a young girl followed me through high school and into college.
Public Speaking 101 at WSU was easy because I was already
quite practiced from my years of 4-H and FFA. Thanks to the
dozens of posters I had made for my clubs, poster making
wasn't a problem when drumming up school spirit as a high
school cheerleader. Collaborating at work on group projects isn't
intimidating because I had to learn to work in a group during
my years of 4-H.
The skills I've acquired during 4-H have helped me achieve
goals, while having a lot of fun. I'm excited to have introduced
my young daughter to 4-H and will get to watch her grow.
While we are in a new state, it's comforting to know we didn't
have to leave 4-H behind. As a mother, I can pick up where my
4-H adventures left off and guide my daughter in learning new
skills while helping to equip her for the future.
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HomeShow
Kenai Peninsula 4-H families were at this year’s home
show on April 9 and 10 at the Soldotna Sports Complex. A
group of volunteers spoke with interested individuals about
all that 4-H has to offer. As always, the brooder of newly
hatched chicks was a big draw. Many birds were sold,
which will help build family flocks all around the area.
Educational displays were placed along the hall to show
more about activities individuals and groups choose to
participate in. The displays included a wide range of topics
and were created by 4-H members of all ages. Volunteers
also sold raffle tickets to help support the Junior Market
Livestock program. The drawing will be held at the fair.
One prize is a fire ring created by a parent volunteer.
Everyone had a great time, and cannot wait until next
year.

— Katerina Sinenko
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Animal Health Workshop
This is a golden opportunity to learn about the proper way to care for your animals. The cost is $5 per
person OR $10 per family. Here is a copy of the agenda BUT it can change as we get closer to the date.
Title:
Location:
Date and Time:

Kenai Peninsula Animal Health Workshop
Soldotna Sports Center
Saturday April 30, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Morning Session
8:45 a.m.

Registration and Coffee

9:00 a.m.

Welcome and Introduction

9:05 a.m.

Basic Poultry Production and Care
Sarah Donchi, Kenai Feed

9:40 a.m.

Biosecurity Considerations for Poultry and Livestock
Robert Gerlach, VMD — Alaska State Veterinarian

10:10 a.m.

Animal Health Topic (TBD)
Rosemarie Lombardi, VMD — USDA APHIS

10:40 a.m.

Sheep Health and Management Considerations
Amy Seitz, Executive Director Alaska Farm Bureau

11:20 a.m.

Morning Session: Question and Answer Forum with Speakers

Noon

Lunch Break

Afternoon Session
1:00 p.m.

Welcome Back from Lunch

1:05 p.m.

Ruminant Nutrition
Michael Fisher, Colorado State University Extension

1:45 p.m.

Equine Nutrition
Michael Fisher, Colorado State University Extension

2:25 p.m.

Understanding Feeds and Calculating Rations
Michael Fisher, Colorado State University Extension

3:10 p.m.

Pasture Management and Grazing
Casey Matney, UAF Cooperative Extension Service

3:40 p.m.

Afternoon Session: Question and Answer Forum with Speakers
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Tree Sale
The annual Kenai Peninsula District Tree Sale is coming up soon.
Last Friday, April 22, a salesmanship class was held at the
Cooperative Extension Office (CES). These kids will be helping to
sell trees at the big event. The next area we can all help is in the
tagging of the trees, on May 13 at 4 p.m. This will be at Connie's
Greenhouse on Strawberry Rd. Plan to attend! Many hands make light
work! It goes pretty quickly when we have the participation of
multiple clubs. After tagging, we may need people to volunteer to
transport the trees.
The Tree Sale takes place the following day, May 14 (Saturday) at
the Soldotna Creek Park. It starts at 11 a.m. but please be there early
to help set up. This is a community event and one that many local
people count on each year. It’s a lot of fun to help them pick out their
trees for their homes or business. In addition to selling trees, this year
each club has the opportunity to have a small
booth for fundraising purposes. It’s a great time
to promote your club and share what your club is
all about. A lot of people have heard about 4-H,
but they don't know what we REALLY are
doing, or what their kids could learn about in
each club we have available. If your club is
planning on having a table there, please let the
office know the details of your plan, and be sure
you have enough kids and parents to take care of
those responsibilities. Let’s help make this Tree
Sale the best one ever! See you there!
Here are a few photos from a Tree Sale a few
years back, for a little walk down memory lane.

Clover Bud Overnight Summer Campout
Save the date! Friday, June 10, at 5 p.m. is the Clover bud Summer Camp out. ALL enrolled
Cloverbuds are invited along with their families. To help cover dinner, lunch and breakfast costs, there is
a fee of $10 per Cloverbud or $30 per family. All fees will need to be made by June 10. There will be an
invitation mailed out to all Cloverbuds. Cloverbuds must have an adult to stay with them. Everyone who
registers for the campout will get directions to the camp site and a supply list. Contact Toni Loop at 7401476 if you have questions.

Nominations Needed
We are currently looking for nominations for 4-H Volunteer of the Month, 4-H Alumni, Cloverbud of
the Month and a 4-H’er who is trying something new and would to be willing to write about it. If you
know someone who can fit in these categories, please contact Geri or Toni at
peninsulapledger@gmail.com.

5

May 2016

Peninsula Pledger

Breaking Ground
My FFA Experience
I am so proud to say that our chapter at Ninilchik School will be
officially chartered with the National FFA this year! We’ve been
working toward this goal for many years and finally have support
from our school district, principal and science program.
Let me begin by telling you a little bit about FFA. It is a youth
organization formed to teach kids technical skills such as welding,
computer technology, raising animals and much, much more. Kids
can participate in both FFA and 4-H, but the main difference is FFA
is through our school system. It has been hard to get school
administration to buy into the FFA program. I think after our first
year being an official chapter, they will see the positive impact of the
program.
I enjoy both 4-H and FFA. There are a few major differences, but
I capitalize on the features of each program to help me become a
better-rounded person. In 4-H, my club is focused on learning. We
learn about horses, pigs, shooting, photography and much more. In
FFA, my chapter focuses on practicing life skills such as job interviewing, vehicle mechanics, veterinary
science and such. For both, I keep a record book. In 4-H, my main projects are Horse and Leadership. For
FFA, I am doing an SAE (supervised agriculture experience). My SAE is based on my job at Anchor Point
Greenhouse where I help bag and sell potting soil and manage some of the rhodiola crops. Through my
SAE, I am learning business skills and experiencing agriculture at an up-close and personal level.
Ninilchik School’s chapter has been prepping all year for the State FFA Convention. At the convention,
we compete in career development events (CDEs), participate in leadership workshops, tour local
businesses and network with other FFA members from around the state. I like reconnecting with my old
friends and will be competing in the vet science and job interview CDEs. My chapter members will also be
participating in farm business management, parliamentary procedure, marine technology and public
speaking. I am also running for a state office; this will be my first time since as part of an unofficial chapter
in the past, I could not run in the race.
If you are interested in starting an FFA chapter at your school, check out www.ffa.org and talk to your
classmates, principal and science teacher to get started. For more info, look up
https://alaskaffaassociation.com/ or talk to me for advice. FFA has helped me become a leader, a mentor
and a businesswoman. I want to share what I am learned so feel free to contact me.
— Mikayla Clark

Pledger Subscriptions
This month’s paper version of the Pledger will be given to the 4-H’ers who subscribe to the Pledger
and pay the $ 5 fee (which will be used to help pay for the ink and paper it takes to print it). The $5 fee
need to be paid at the office. There will be an option of picking up the Pledger at the CES office or have
your club leader do it for you. The color version of the Pledger is on the Kenai Peninsula 4-H website for
those who prefer to print it themselves. Web address is: http://www.alaska4h.org

6

May 2016

Peninsula Pledger

Club News
Grizzly Adventurers Cloverbud
Club
The kids had fun making seed tapes to
sell for the Tree Sale.We got the carrot
seeds out and pasted them every six
inches along the tiolet paper. The
Cloverbuds did a fabulous job. We are
also doing cucumber and broccoli.
The parents and Cloverbuds were
excited when they saw the painted
wooden boxes that will be donated to the
Kenai Peninsula State Fair. The
Cloverbuds will have fun planting
flowers in it.

Trail Blazers
The Trail Blazers met April 19 for a meeting and pizza. Two club
members shared their public presentations.
Trail Blazers went to the Alaska State Horse Contest in Palmer. The
team consisted of Mikayla, Deeanne, Abby, Kat, and Alexis. They took
fourth place in judging and competed in many areas of the competition. It
was a lot of fun, and they also did a barn tour, tried some new foods, and
tried karaoke!
Upcoming events include the Tree Sale, FFA contest, and their
photography workshop.
Their next meeting is a BBQ and trash clean-up on April 19.
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North Road Rangers
This month the North Road Rangers had their business meeting
and a teen leader meeting on April 2. The teen leaders talked
about fundraising ideas and voted on a bake sale at the animal
health workshop. The teen leaders also talked about the award
ceremony that the Rangers are hosting and some things that we
need to get ready for hosting it. At the business meeting we voted
on our club pig’s name. After much talking we voted on the name
“Luau” or “Lu” for short. We also voted on the design for our club
shirts and started ordering our club shirts.
The Ranger’s hands-on meeting was introduction to kung fu at
the White Crane Academy, and everyone who went to it had a fun
time learning about kung fu. We learned what kung fu is and what
kung fu isn’t and also learned some kung fu moves.
The Ranger’s next meeting will be on May 23 at the Kenai
Library and their hands-on will be at weigh-in day at the
fairgrounds. The Rangers will also be at the animal health day on
April 30 at the Sports Center workshop selling their baked goods.
— Colton Rankin
Earlier this month we went to a hands-on meeting at the Walaszek’s farm. They told us about the
experience they had raising the pigs and some tips to follow if we wanted to raise and care for our own
pigs someday. When they were done telling us about the pigs, we went to the pig pen to try and catch two
pigs for one of our club families. We also chose our club animal, which we named “Luau/Lu” and who is
currently still at the Walaszek’s farm. I think we all had a great time and we are thankful for the
Walaszeks providing us all this opportunity.
— Written by David Matthew Martin

	
  Northwind Riders
It's been a crazy, busy month
for our club. We have been
preparing for the Alaska State
Horse Contest since September,
and we finally went and did the
competition! It was an incredible
experience, but I'll let you read
those stories from the kids
themselves.
Since we had been studying so
very hard, I wanted to schedule
something fun before we left, so
we had a big sleepover at the
Litzen Zoo. We were all very excited because one of our members, Cristiana, had left to move out of
Alaska, but she had come back for the horse contest. She arrived at the Kenai airport and we all snuck in
and surprised her! She was pretty shocked! It was a rowdy, teary, huggy little party at Odie's!
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The sleepover was doing double duty as a manicure party, and we all worked with our Jamberry lady,
Toni Loop, who had graciously agreed to come over and teach us the ropes of nail wraps. Not only was
that super fun, we all got matching "running horses" designs to give us extra inspiration at the Buzzer
Bowl.
Before our big taco dinner, the kids went down to the arena area for mini obstacle races. They formed
teams and each team had to take their mini horses and maneuver through a series of poles and jumps. The
catch? This was a timed event, but every time the lead rope went "taut" they were given a penalty of 10
seconds added to their time. This caused them to work more closely with their horses, watching their body
language, judging when to release pressure and how to bring their energy up or down. It was a kick to
watch! Mom volunteers ran the stopwatch, and Penelope was the judge for faults. Each team had to run
BOTH minis so there were no unfair advantages with the best runner.
After the minis got lots of hugs, treats and pets, we all trooped back to the house for a huge taco feast.
Later, the kids who had been working on their public presentations for Palmer performed for our club and
we all gave them feedback. They were amazing! To mingle a bit we played "Guess What Breed" and the
girls had to figure out what breed they were by asking other people questions about the word taped to their
back. Once they guessed it, they had to write a horse bowl question about their breed. As the night wore
down, the kids all climbed into the hot tub and relaxed together peacefully. Ha, not really! They squealed
and splashed and were even serenaded by Penelope playing her ukulele. They sure had a blast! My secret
mission was to get them a little warm and sleepy and ready to settle down — which was not exactly a
success, as they stayed up giggling and whispering, eating snacks and playing games until the wee hours
of the morning. All in all, we sure had fun and it will likely be an annual event.
Our club is busy getting ready for all of our summer events and our involvement with the tree sale and
the animal health workshop. We are hosting a Play Day at the rodeo grounds in June. We are working on
trying to help rescue a wild mustang in 2017. We have a special guest speaker coming to talk about riding
lesson opportunities (trade for barn work) at our next meeting. We are also still working on our Beads of
Courage project. Our next EE (equine experience) group will be carting. It will be another busy spring and
summer for the Northwind Riders.

Junior Market Livestock
The JML board had its last meeting
on the March 28 at 6:30 at the office.
There were three workshops in April;
one was a meat department tour at Three
Bears. Also, there was a salesmanship
workshop and a chicken workshop. On
April 15, there was the new possession
date for turkeys and on May 1, it’s time
to get the lambs, goats, and pigs in for
the fair. The next JML meeting was on
Monday, April 25.
— Gracie Rankin, JML board
reporter
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Youth Competitions
Livestock Competition
This month the Kenai Peninsula Wranglers
have been working hard for the Alaska State
Livestock Contest, so we have been focusing on
the cuts of meat. We went to a meat cutting
workshop at Three Bears and learned about the
primal cuts of beef and pork. We learned how to
tell a good steak from a bad one and we got to
watch the meat cutters at work. The guys at
Three Bears were a great source of information
about the different cuts of meat.
We got our buzzers that we have been
waiting for, and they are a lot of fun to practice
with. This month the Wranglers are looking
forward to taking a cut of meat quiz and
studying hard for the Alaska State Livestock Contest.
— Colton Rankin, Team Captain

Horse Contest
Congrats to all the hard working 4-Her’s who went to the Horse Contest! We had a few people write
about their experiences in the Horse Contest.
“North to Alaska!” or in this case, “North to Palmer!” Or, more detailed, “North to the 2016 Alaska State
Horse Contest!”
A contest of four parts, with eight teams, two days, and one long drive from Kenai to Palmer. The
Northwind Riders enjoyed this time as a club, in two teams, the Northwind Riders (Avlynne Wolverton,
Cristiana Moyer, Maddee Knowlton, and Kimberly Heckert) and the North Star Mustangs (LaRaey Mitchell,
Abby Peters, Cierra Mitchell, Mercedes Tapley, and Emry Wolverton). Everyone was packed in two cars,
and the long four-hour drive consisted of popcorn, auto rap, frequent tack shop visits, cute hoodies, CheezIts, and Gummy Bears. (Oh, and don’t forget the “walking down the street” stories!)
Upon arrival at the Grandview Hotel, we unpacked, split between a few rooms, and studied. We were up
bright and early the next morning for horse judging. Ten classes of horses were brought out, and we judged
them according to their class. The leader of our group would mark our judging cards on how we placed
them. Loading into separate vehicles, all eight teams went to the Cooperative Extension Service (CES)
building for oral reasoning. There were two classes in judging that we had to judge specifically for oral
reasons. At the CES building we sat, ate lunch, and studied our reasons for placing the two special classes as
we did. Then one by one we would go to a separate room to orally present our reasons to a judge. There
were six different rooms: two were dedicated to the seniors, two were dedicated to the intermediates, and
two were dedicated to the juniors. We did great. Then we had lunch and headed back to the hotel to study
some more.
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Later we returned to the CES office for the hippology (which is the study of the horse) section of the
contest, which consisted of a written test, stations, public presentation, and a team problem. Each section had
a table with photos of different things. For instance, one table was a challenge to identify different parasites,
and another table was a challenge to identify the different bits. Each photo had a letter printed in the upper
right corner and we had a sheet of paper with numbers on it. We had to match up the letters and numbers in
two minutes. It was very confusing. Maddee almost fainted, literally, because she was so nervous. She was
pale and shaky, and her hands were blue and cold. But she survived, just in time for team problem. And we
did great! (Plus, I got to pretend to be a horse a few times for a demo.) We had some great photo shoots that
evening, too.
The next morning, we went to the college for public presentations. Four girls from our club, Cierra
Mitchell, LaRaey Mitchell, Avlynne Wolverton, and Kimberly Heckert, did this portion of the contest. The
topics they chose varied greatly. We had a presentation about braids, the Gypsy Vanner horse breed, one
about the Triple Crown winners, and another about keeping your horse fit. Two of them came home with
ribbons, but all four of them did an amazing job.
Then came Buzzer Bowl. This year the questions were SUPER TOUGH! We made it through a couple of
rounds before we were in the loser’s bracket. Then a surprising and extremely rare thing took place. Our
losing team, from the loser’s bracket, all of us really young, shot up and won the Buzzer Bowl contest over
seven other big teams from all across the state!
One cool thing is that we prayed as a team before each Buzzer Bowl round, both for us and our
opponents. After we won, both of our teams, plus parents, leaders, mentors, coaches, grandparents, siblings,
and friends, all put our arms around each other and shared one big, thankful prayer. So many people were
praying at the same time. (Mercedes could not find a spot to stand, so she crouched in the middle of the
huddle.)
— Cristiana Moyer
This year was my first year going to the Alaska State Horse Contest, and it was definitely an amazing
experience that I will never forget! We were so blessed to have two amazing teams to represent the
Kenai Peninsula. We had team number 1, the Northwind Riders, which was Avlynne Wolverton,
Cristiana Moyer, Me (Madee Knowlton), and Kimberly Heckert. And our team number 2, the North Star
Mustangs, was LaRaey Mitchell, Abby Peters, Cierra Mitchell, Mercedes Tapley, and Emry Wolverton
as the alternate. Both of our teams have A LOT of horse knowledge and studied really hard for the horse
contest. And it really paid off! The first day was judging. It was COLD! We judged four classes of
horses and three performance classes. It was really hard, but we did really well. After we judged the
horses it was oral reasons time. I was really nervous for oral reasons, but after it was all over it felt so
good! We had about an hour or two of break then it was time for hippology. In hippology we took a
written exam, did stations, and did team problem. I definitely think team problem was our team’s
favorite part of hippology and we did very well! Once hippology was over we went back to the hotel and
studied. The next day was presentations and Horse Bowl. Horse bowl was definitely my favorite part of
the horse contest. I didn’t do a presentation this year, but I did watch all the girls do theirs and they were
awesome! Avlynne did a presentation about how to get your horse into shape safely, LaRaey did a
presentation about braids, Cierra did one about Gypsy Vanners and Kimberly did one about Triple
Crown winners. You could really tell how dedicated these girls were to their presentations, and I am
incredibly proud of all of them! The next part of the competition was Buzzer Bowl, which was really the
highlight of the horse contest. The first round that we went into we won! The next round that we went
into we lost, but since Buzzer Bowl is a double elimination game we still had a chance. The next round
we won again! This gave us a little hope, even though we were now in the second bracket. Team after
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team we played met their match with the Northwind Riders. And we made it all the way to the
championship round! Our team was so nervous because this was the team that had beaten us already.
And since they had gone unbeaten we had to beat them not just once, but twice! So it was really intense,
but we won the first round by four points. Then it was time to move on to the second round. With our
whole team’s sweaty little thumbs on the buzzers, at the end of the questions we tied! For the tie breaker
the judge asked five extra questions and if we were still tied we would do sudden death. Those five
questions were so intense you could hear a pin drop in the room. Our coaches were sitting in the back so
nervous that they thought they were going to pass out. The first of the five questions Avlynne buzzed in
and got the question wrong, but she didn’t give up she put her shoulders back, sat up straight, and held
her buzzer tightly in her hand. Second question, nobody buzzed in. The third question Avlynne buzzed in
and got it right! This meant we were tied again! Fourth question, nobody buzzed in. This meant there
was only one more question until sudden death. Fifth and final question… Their team captain buzzed in.
We were holding our breath. My hands were shaking so bad that I had to set my buzzer down. She said
her answer and the judge looked down at her paper for a while. When she finally looked up she said,
“That is incorrect.” Our whole team looked at each other in total shock. The judge looked at the scores
and said, “So if I am reading the scores right, our winner of the buzzer bowl is the Northwind Riders.”
Our team could not believe it! We just won Horse Bowl! We were so excited we stood up and started
screaming! We all gave each other hugs and then went and shook the other teams hands. It was amazing!
Our coaches were super proud of us. They had so much faith in us. Even though we were so nervous, our
amazing coaches Jesi Beauchamp and Geri Litzen kept us calm and reminded us to breath. Even though
they had to slide into the background while we were at the horse contest, they were such great coaches to
us. And I know that we couldn’t have won without them! Our team has been incredibly blessed with
such great coaches for the Northwind Riders. The Alaska State Horse Contest 2016 will definitely be an
experience I will never forget. And I can’t wait until next year’s contest. If you would like to see how we
placed and the awesome awards we won, please visit the following website:
http://www.alaska4h.org/uploads/1/4/0/2/14026701/2016_horse_contest_results.pdf
— Madee Knowlton

NorthWind Riders Horse Contest Pictures

Makayla,	
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  LaRaey	
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Northwind	
  Rider	
  Madee	
  Knowlton	
  (purple	
  plaid	
  jacket)	
  judging	
  a	
  
class	
  of	
  Aged	
  Quarter	
  Horse	
  Geldings

Cristiana,	
  Abby,	
  and	
  Cierra	
  waiting	
  to	
  give	
  oral	
  reasons	
  

Trail Blazers Horse Contest Pictures
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Pledger Submissions
All articles are due the 23rd of every month. We look forward to all clubs, workshops and event news.
Thank you everyone who turn in their articles in every month.

Bubba the Sheep
Meet Bubba the sheep. During the months of June, July and August we will be hiding Bubba somewhere
in the Pledger. Whoever finds him will be put in a drawing for some great prizes! Once you find him, contact
Toni Loop, 740-1476, or Geri Litzen, 398-0692.
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