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4-H’er of the Month- Katie Cooper
It is a difficult task and responsibility to choose
a 4-H'er of the month when you are in a club with so
many active and involved 4-H'ers, but one member
stands out for her dedication to 4-H and her growth
this spring. This member was an independent 4-H'er
and member of the JML club for five years before
joining North Road Rangers, and as soon as she
became part of our club, she became a constant,
consistent, and dedicated presence and she daily
makes our best better.
Katie Cooper will tell you she doesn’t feel like
she does too much for her club, especially because she
was very involved with her ski team this winter and
travelled away for meets most weekends.
But let ME tell you what Katie DOES. After joining
NRR, Katie immediately became involved in teen
leadership and played a big part in planning and
hosting last year’s district luau.
Before accepting the nomination from her peers
for our president, Katie explained her fall athletics
travel schedule and only after assurance from our VP
about coverage and sharing the workload did she
accept the position. She was responsible and careful
about her nomination and wanted to make sure she
could do the job well. As soon as her ski season
ended, Katie immediately took the reins in her
presidential role.This is Katie’s second year as District
Council Vice President and she has learned how to
efficiently run a board meeting and does so when
called upon and she does it well.
Katie has joined the senior Livestock team and
is a tenacious studier, even having her ski teammates

quiz her in livestock questions on bus trips to their
away meets. She is soaking up all things livestock and
allows herself to step outside of her comfort zones as
she prepares for this year’s competition.
It is a joy to have her in North Road Rangers,
and as we wrap up the half-year mark, I am excited to
see where the rest of her final year in 4-H takes Katie.
She has been a hard worker, a good example, a learner,
a leader, a teacher and a friend to many in her club, and
it is for these
reasons I name
Katie Cooper as
4-H'er of the
month.
(Submitted by
Cassy Rankin,
North Road
Rangers 4-H
Club Leader.)

4-H Volunteer of Month- Christy Keerins
Christy Keerins is some kind of 4-H alumna
and volunteer! She joined our club last year and her
family brings much joy to the Rangers and to this
district. As a Coast Guard family, the Keerins are
situated in Homer and wanted a club to join that would
help them further their livestock projects. She settled
on NRR and has established herself as an active and
involved 4-H mama and volunteer.
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Christy is a strong presence for 4-H on the
South Peninsula and makes it her duty to promote 4-H
events in the Homer area as well as to network with
businesses and farms on behalf of 4-H families
peninsula wide.
As a homeschooling mom of five, she does not
seem to tire of traveling to important events, or
coordinating awesome workshops for the JML
program. One thing I most admire about Christy is that
she knows her strengths and her limitations and she
works well within those boundaries.
Christy’s leadership, commitment, and
dedication are inspiring to all, and I am so appreciative
of her work within our club, and for all she does for our
district. I am thrilled to see her nominated as Volunteer
of the Month and hope that it shows if even in a small
way, how much she is appreciated and valued.
Thank you, Christy, we love your family and
appreciate all your hard work and dedication!
Written by Cassy Rankin

Home Show
Friday night I got off work, rounded up my
clan and headed to the CES office. Not being at last
year's Home Show I relied on my husband’s
experience to put the booth together and the booth
looked awesome when we got done.
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Then next morning North Wind Riders added
the logo wear to the background truely making the
best better.
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My crew manned the booth the rest of Saturday
afternoon and Sunday morning. We helped fill in the
gaps when there was not anyone there.

Around noon the rest
of the North Road
Rangers showed up to
take a turn manning the
booth.

And the result of the Home Show for an active
five year old who stayed very busy passing out
stickers those two
days was... he got
loaded up in the truck
and....

I want to mention that there were other 4-H’ers
there that were in other clubs such as Emily Barto,
Alec, Josh, and Destiny Martin. We appreciated
everyone’s hard work to help create a successful
Home Show. We even made the Dispatch Newpaper
too!
~Written by Toni Loop
Who Is The Hometown Home Show Hero?
Our club had just opened our booth, and the Home
Show was busy, loud, and bustling. We had promotional
items and logo wear, including some t-shirts. A man
stepped up and handed us $20. "Buy a t-shirt for some
little kid," he said generously. Then as he turned around
he spotted a child and he asked their parents if they
could have a shirt. A free shirt! They said yes, and then
the kind gentleman noticed a younger sibling. He came
back and gave us more money for a second shirt! Being
a producer of the Pledger, I quickly jumped up and
asked them all if I could take a photo. The excited
children started putting on their brand new FREE 4-H
shirts!
It all happened so very fast that our amazing
mystery hero was gone before I could get his name. The
kids happily chattered about their new shirts. The
parents beamed. But our hometown hero got away! So if
you recognize this super t-shirt super hero, please give
him a GIANT hug and a mighty thank you!!
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(He is the one in the green tennis shoes)
~Written by Geri Litzen
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For more information about the camp
please email or call Darren at 523-3280 ext. 2. For help
registering for camp please email or call Susie at 907523-3280 x0

4- H District President’s Report

Alaska Experience Camp
All youth going into 6th grade and up are eligible
to register for our statewide 4-H Alaska Experience
Camp! High school juniors and seniors, as well as 4-H
Alumni are welcome to join our Camp Leadership
Team as cabin counselors, program assistants, or
service leaders. Adults who would like to serve as
volunteer staff members are also most welcome.
Come see one of Alaska's State 4-H Programs
for Youth: The Alaska Experience Camp! It is truly in
one of the most beautiful sites in Alaska. Miles of
pristine beaches provide for great whale watching
opportunities by kayak, canoe, SUP, or sailboat,
fantastic fishing, shooting sports, and all kinds of high
adventure outdoor survival activities. Darren Snyder
and I have co-directed this amazing camp for
years. Check out the great video made at camp by a 4H youth on the Kenai Peninsula 4-H website.
Thank you all for your help in getting our
older 4-H youth out to greater adventures with other 4-H
youth leaders!
Cheers,
Kay
2017 AK Experience Camp is fast
approaching (June 5-9) so it's time to sign up your
youth now. Registration is first come, first serve. You
can find the registration information and pictures from
previous years on our website:
http://www.alaska4h.org/ak-experience-camp.html

Our last District Council meeting was on
Monday, April 10 at the CES office. We discussed
upcoming events and had a report from Janice
Chumley regarding the Tree Sale. The Tree Sale will
be on Saturday, May 13 at 10am at Soldotna Creek
Park. Fliers and brochures are available to distribute.
Tree tagging and set up will occur prior to the sale.
This is 4-H's largest fundraiser of the year and we
need everyones participation!
The next District Council meeting will
be Monday, May 8 at Drake's Lodge 37920 Sara St.,
Soldotna, AK 99669. We will finalize upcoming
dates and deadlines as well as details for the Tree
Sale.
~Written by Maya Johnson

Horse Events Calender
There are a number of upcoming horse events that 4H'ers are welcome to attend! Contact Maya Johnson for
more information.
May
1. May 12-14, Equine First Aid Clinic located at
Solid Rock
Friday May 12, 12-4pm: Equine Pain, ulcer
detection, and massage ($60)
Friday May 12, 5:30-8pm: Kid's Equine First Aid
for ages 8-15 ($20)
Saturday May 13, 10am-4pm: Advanced Equine
First Aid ($85)
Sunday May 14, 1pm-5pm: Remote and
Wilderness First Aid ($60)
2. May 18-21, Jessica Denniston, Wesleyan Equestrian
Coach, Clinic Located at Solid Rock
May 18 and 19, semi private lessons ($35)
May 20, 9am-6pm: Introduction to showing ($75)
May 21, 1-7pm: Mock show ($50)
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3. May 27, Playday SEA Rodeo Grounds
4. May 30-June 3, Senior Horse Camp
Ninilchik Fairgrounds, Ages 13-18, $150
June
1. June 4-6 Junior Horse Camp Ninilchik Fairgrounds
Ages 8-12, $125
2. June 16 Sally Batton, Dartmouth Equestrian Coach,
Clinic located at SEA Rodeo Grounds, Semi
private lessons $35
3. June 17 Open Horse Show, located at SEA Rodeo
Grounds,10am-3pm prices and class list TBA
4. June 22, Poker Run, Located in Kasilof, times and
cost TBA
5. June 23-25, Polocrosse Clinic with Sally Batton
Located at Ridgeway Farms
June 23, 6pm-8pm: Unmounted introduction to
polocrosse
June 24 and 25, 10am to 6pm: Polocrosse
Clinic $175

4-H Agent Reports

Kenai Rotary Annual Soap Box Derby
I was just sent this info from our Anchorage 4-H
Program team for a potential 4-H STEM project: The
Kenai Rotary Annual Soap Box Derby is back!Area
youth will once again compete for prizes and the right
to represent Kenai Alaska at the AASBD hosted in
Akron, Ohio as they race their cars to the finish line.
The race will be held on May 16th, 2017 in Kenai from
10am-5pm
For more information, head
to: http://www.soapboxderby.org/kenai.aspx

ALPAR
The ALPAR grant first brought me to connect
with 4-H clubs on the Kenai Peninsula in 2013,
working alongside youth from Soldotna, Kenai,
Moose Pass, Seward, Nikiski, and other communities
to clean up camping sites at Box Canyon that summer

and in the summer of 2014. Due to the world-class
efforts of the 4-H youth who prevented two
dumpster's worth of garbage and recycling from
ending up in Resurrection Bay, along with clubs
jumping in on adopting a highway in their
community, fishing line clean-up with me and others
during the Kenai River Festival, and lots of shoreline
clean-up days, including a family camp in Seward, I
was able to join up with Kenai Peninsula 4-H'ers in
Anchorage to cheer them on for this award:
"Kenai Peninsula District 4H Council receives
the award for Outstanding Youth Litter Patrol for
their clubs’ efforts to earn money for projects by
doing litter pickup throughout the summer throughout
the Kenai Peninsula’s communities, shorelines and
parklands." ~ALPAR awards ceremony, 2014
Our council has again applied for and received
the ALPAR grant! I would like to encourage clubs to
again adopt a park, shoreline, forest area, highway, or
a camping spot that you love, and adopt it, recycling
and encouraging your community to keep our Great
Land pristine and wild.
I will be happy to help any club with their
ALPAR project, from start to finish. ALPAR bags and
vests are available in my office, and please keep track
of your hours and bags filled (with either garbage or
recycling!) so that we can award your club with funds
for future fun!
I'll see you out there on the trail,
Kay

Club News
Fuzzy Wuzzies
The Fuzzy Wuzzies have dyed quite a bit of
wool that we washed & picked this year,
experimenting with different dyes & techniques. The
members all got to do felting with the new colors that
our club created after carding the wool, making fun
two and three dimensional items. Some of us became
fairly proficient with the drop spindle as well! We
always have a snack at our meetings, and at one
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meeting a little brother of two members made us
delicious chocolate chip cookies that his sisters
brought with them. One of our members presented
about different fibers used in making yarn and cloth at
the local Public Presentation Day in March, and at our
last meeting we made signs for the upcoming Tree
Sale. In May we will pick up trash along our adopted
mile close to the Nikiski Pool & Rec. Center.
Hopefully some of our wool creations will make their
way to the fair in Ninilchik in August!
~ Written by Kirsten Boatright

North Road Rangers
This month was a very busy month for the Rangers.
We had our business meeting on the 1st of April where
we went over our club fundraiser, which is selling
raffle tickets for fish benches that two of our members
are building. We also put together a club t-shirt order
and discussed our summer events. At the Home Show
Rangers helped run the 4-H booth and talked to the
public about our projects and what we do in 4-H. It
was good to see some of the younger members
working on their public speaking and becoming more
confident talking about their 4-H projects.
On the 15th was a goat day at Barbra Wills’s farm
where members learned how to make foods from goat
milk. The 22nd was our taxidermy day where we
learned how to skin muskrats and pheasants from a
local taxidermist. The results from the mail-in shoot
that the intermediate and senior shooters took part in
came in and the NRR shooters did very well: Colton
6th, Henry 14th, Elora 15th, Corbin 19th, and Gracie
20th out of all shooters in the state. On the 29th we will
have a sewing day where we will be making feed sack
bags to sell at the Tree Sale.
~ Written By Colton Rankin, North Road Rangers
Information Officer
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Goat Milk Butter and Cheese Day Workshop
First, we visited the goats for about 35 minutes.
Then we all took off our boots of at the door and went
into the kitchen. Mrs. Barbra put three gallons of goat
milk in a large pot and let it heat. When it was done
heating, the curd and whey were separated and Mrs.
Barbra cut the curd into roughly one inch squares and
upped the temperature.
Then we were given mason jars one quarter full
of milk and Mrs. Barbra told us how to make butter by
snapping the milk against the ends of the jar. Soon we
had lumps of butter in our jars. Mrs. Barbra got out a
bowl of ice water. She scooped the butter and drained
the now buttermilk into the jar and put the butter into
the ice water to chill it. Then she put the butter into
another bowl and did that with the other jars.
Once this was done, we checked the curd and
whey and found it was time to take it out of the pot.
Mrs. Barbra poured the whey into a five-gallon bucket
and put the curd into a glass bowl and put it inside the
microwave. Then after multiple rounds in the
microwave, it was ready to stretch.
We put on plastic gloves and stretched it. When
it got colder, it got harder and harder to stretch. Finally,
the cheese was done and the butter came out of the
fridge and the biscuits that Mrs. Barbra had made to put
the butter on came out of the oven. The cheese and
butter were way better than cheese and butter at the
store!
Then Mrs. Barbra led us out of the house and to
the goat barn. She got some goat milk from the
refrigerator out in the barn and let the baby goats out
and started to bottle-feed them. Then, Mrs. Barbra
started to milk her goats. After that, the Loops brought
some cupcakes and we all got to enjoy them. It was a
very, very fun event and I learnt a lot about goats.
By Ella Rankin
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JML

Taxidermy Meeting
North Road Rangers met up on April 22 to learn
the proper way to skin a muskrat and a pheasant.
There were seventeen people there and with only six
muskrats to skin, we all split into teams and took turn
skinning. Lou Smith, a local taxidermist, who was
kind enough to show us how and let us use his garage.
I tried to dig out a tooth from the skull but I was not
successful. We all had lots of fun and we learned that
muskrats stink!
~Written by Matthew Loop

At the previous meeting, Nancy Veal explained
to the new leaders what their jobs were and what went
on recently, also scheduling workshops, meetings and
weigh in . After that they had their salesmanship
workshop.
At the most recent JML meeting, we talked
about the business contacts. Destiny Martin and Treva
Schmitter-Schrier gave an example of a business
contact and how to do it. Next we signed our ethics
paper and finally went through all the paperwork for
the business contacts.
~Written by Destiny Martin
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The JML Club went to Kenai Feed for a pig
workshop and to get our pigs. There were a lot of little
pigs in a large trailer. This was only the second time I
have seen baby pigs. They let them out into a corralled
in area so we could pick our pigs. I learned if you are
just raising a pig for your farm or yourself it does not
really matter how their conformation is. I learned how
to tell a female from a male and the longer their back is
the better quality they are for market hogs. I learned if
they have a runny nose or goopy eyes they might be
sick. I picked out a red Duroc. She is a big pig and
good looking for conformation. I named her Rosie
because of her red color.
~Written Kelly Keerins
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Congratulations to our
JML Club Officers!
President: Treava
Schmitter-Schrier
VP: Elora Reichert
Secretary: Jenna Carpenter
Treasurer: Kelly Keerins
Council Rep: Colton Rankin
JML Rep: Gracie Rankin
Photographers: Corbin Reichert & Gracie Carpenter
Informational Officer: Destiny Martin
UPCOMING JML EVENTS/MEETINGS:
Apr 24- JML Board Meeting, 6:30pm at CES Office
May 6 - Weigh-In, 10am at Fairgrounds
May 8 - District Council Meeting, 6:30pm at Drake's
Lodge
May 13 - Tree Sale, 10am-2pm at Soldotna Creek
Park
Jun 3 - Blood Sweat Food Farm Tour, 11am at a farm
in Homer
Keerins Farm Visit, 1pm at 39325 Greg Ct, Anchor Pt
Jun 14 - Member Farm Visits, 9:30am starting in
Sterling Swine Workshop, 11am at Schmitter's
Aug 17-20 - FAIR!!! (17: check in day perishables
and livestock, 18-20: fair days)
Sep (end Aug/Sept) - Record Book Completion/Help
Meeting
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Northwind Riders
What a busy month! Northwind Riders went to
Fairbanks for the Alaska Horse Contest. We qualified
for Nationals again, and had an amazing trip. I love
adventuring with these kids!
We worked at the Home Show, and the kids displayed
their winning Educational Displays. We met a lot of
potential new members! Everyone had a lot of fun.
We had EE group and rode horses, cleaned tack, and
worked with the minis. Several kids are working to
earn their club hoodies as well, so they came and
helped clean the barn.
We had a big going away party for the Mitchell family,
and everyone had a lot of fun with the crazy games.
(Do you know how hard it is to play charades and act
out a horse jumping out of the escape door in the
trailer? Or a mare giving birth? Avlynne does!) We will
all miss Cierra, LaRaey, and their amazing "chaperone
mom" so much. It was a fun but sad event.
The NWR are working on summer plans and
fundraisers. They will run a booth at the Tack Swap at
Solid Rock Bible Camp April 29th, and combine it with
the monthly club business meeting.
We had new club flyers made, and will have those
available at the office and at our local events. For more
information about Northwind Riders, feel free to call
Geri at 776-5868.
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Hello all! My family and I had many wonderful
last days in beautiful Alaska. One of those days was
on April 13th at the Litzen zoo when my entire club
came out and gave us a going away party to
remember! We did a lot of fun things such as making
memory books. Some of the girls in my club were the
authors of these beautiful memories that I will cherish
forever. Another fun activity was when we played the
memory game. Basically, I had to guess whose hands I
was feeling while I was blindfolded! If we couldn't
guess, the other person would say a memory that they
had shared with us. Another absolutely unforgettable
experience was when I got to go ride my project horse
Silke for nearly the last time. I had an AMAZING
time riding her and I got to lope on her by myself and
I never had before. I will miss her very much along
with the rest of my club. I want to thank everyone,
especially Geri, for presenting us with such an
incredible honor and I hope that the Northwind Riders
and the rest of the 4-H clubs continue to learn and
have fun!
~Written by Cierra Mitchell
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Trail Blazers
We had a rockin' goal settin' business meeting
this month! We called to order, said the pledge,
approved our secretary's and treasurer's reports then
hit it with some great project reports. Haylee filled us
in on the Wilderness Fire Starting workshop with Ron
over spring break. Trinity reminded us about the parts
of the rope and what she learned at the Rope Handling
Clinic and Jodie chatted up the Horse Bowl. I
reminded everyone about keeping our record books
current and our only piece of new business was
planning our Get-The-Bucks-Out pre-horse camp
riding days.
Keep an eye on our Horse Camp Facebook page
for dates! Some of us made and shared a goal-setting
chart for a specific goal we are interested in achieving.
Goals ranged all the way from finishing the school
year strong to winning skills contests at the upcoming
FFA events to forming stronger bonds with our
horses! We adjourned the meeting and made a few
notes of upcoming events on the backs of our charts.
With horse camp and summer coming - we won't
schedule our next business meeting for a while!
Upcoming events:
May Painting Workshop - TBA
Horse Camp Riding Clinic - 21st (tentative)
Horse Camp - May 30th - June 6th
Horse Show - June 3rd
Teen Leadership Retreat - June TBA

Top row - Jodie,
Haylee, Trinity
Bottom row DeeAnn, Robert

JR. Master Naturalists
As the days grow longer and warmer,
and kids are out enjoying the outdoors, Drake's Lodge
on the Kenai is offering a long-term partnership to
host the Jr. Master Naturalist program! So far, here on
the Peninsula, Jr. Master Naturalists programs have
offered our youth a chance to story the salmon life
cycle during Rally Days, make “atlatl” and spear sets
in Soldotna and Hope, capture aquatic insects on a
lake in Nikiski, do water quality testing for school
science labs, and explore wildlife habitat in Seward.
Jr. Master Naturalists will explore the natural
world through creek hikes, roaming the woods,
exploring the sea in kayaks, and building survival
shelters in the duff to understand soil layers and
camouflage. They'll play games, eat over a campfire,
go fishing, and set up their greenhouse at Drake's
Lodge to grow strawberries and other tasty food as
they check out leaf and plant types.
I'll work with partnering agencies to provide
fun, hands-on, weekly adventures for those youth who
are interested in exploring Jr. Master Naturalists. For
those who are 15 and up, and who would like to help
lead programs, that option is wide open, too!
Every day is worth exploring new
adventures. No commitment is needed. Youth may
join in on the fun any time.
~Written by Kay
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Competitions Teams
Shooting Team

Last month five of our shooters competed in a Civil
Marksmanship Program air rifle postal shoot -sportier
division. The match was hosted by the Borealis
Bullseyes Shooting Club in Anchorage and the targets
where scored on their Orion computerized target
scoring machine. We shot at the Hefts shop in Nikiski
and mailed the targets to Anchorage. The shooter shot
at 20 targets form each of the three positions Standing,
Kneeling, and Prone the targets where 10 meters away.
Out of 23 shooters in the sportier division our shooters
placed:6th Colton Rankin, 14th Henry Heft, 15th Elora
Reichert, 19th Corbin Reichert, 20th Gracie Rankin
Thank you to the Heft family for the use of your shop.
Great job to all the of the above shooters.
~Written by Matt Rankin

Kenai Peninsula Wranglers
Kenai Peninsula Wranglers have been meeting
weekly in March and April to study for the Alaska
State Livestock Contest. We will begin meeting twice a
week at the end of April in preparation for the contest.
The Senior team this year consists of: Colton Rankin,
Elora Reichert, Katie Cooper, and Gracie Rankin. KPW
Jr. team this year is Ella Rankin, Corbin Reichert,
Evelyn Reichert, and Levi Rankin. Our studies so far
have included livestock judging, oral reasons, Quiz
Bowl practice, team problems, parts of an animal, and
terminology.
There will be ten of us (eight team members and
two adults) traveling to Fairbanks at the end of May to
compete with teams from the MatSu and Tanana
Districts. For five team members, this will be their
third year of competing, and for three team members,
this will be their very first year.
All team members will be participating in the
Public Presentation segment of the contest, and are
preparing presentations and demonstrations on:
Chicken Showmanship, Cattle Diseases, Heritage
Turkeys, Goat Breeds, Sheep Diseases, and others. We
will have study sessions with Dr. Nybakken, and two
local grocery stores in May to further our knowledge
in cuts of meat and medicine labels and administration
in livestock.
The amount of knowledge the kids on these
teams have is immense, and they grow every day in
their problem solving and know-how when it comes to
the Ag industry in Alaska. A huge goal of the Senior
team is to qualify for Nationals this year and they are
working hard at doing just that.
Proud to be their coach,
Cassy Rankin
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FFA
Some 150 FFA members gathered in Palmer
this week for the Alaska FFA State Convention. The
41st annual event, which ends today, takes place at the
Matanuska Experiment Farm and at Mat-Su College.
Middle and high school students competed in a series
of activities aimed at improving their career and
leadership skills. Topics included public speaking, job
interviews, marine technology, agricultural
mechanics, parliamentary procedure, floriculture,
environmental and natural resources, veterinary
medicine and agricultural issues.
FFA State Advisor Kevin Fochs said,
"Hopefully students are learning life skills that
prepare them for future careers in agriculture."
Participants toured the Plant Materials Center
near Palmer and two area farms, VanderWeele Farm
and Havemeister Dairy, and worked on several
community service projects. The National FFA
Organization, formerly called Future Farmers of
America, has broadened its mission to reflect new
opportunities in agriculture. The youth organization
has a growing presence in Alaska, with 280 members
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in 15 chapters in Fairbanks, North Pole, Delta
Junction, Palmer,
Anchorage, Ninilchik, Hope, Soldotna, Kenai, Kake
and Kodiak, and several groupings of homeschooled
students. See the KTUU story on the event.
FFA, like 4-H, is a Cooperative Extension
Service youth program. I have helped with natural
resources and veterinary medicine in the past.
Written by ~Kay
This week was the 41st Alaska State FFA
Convention. During this convention, many things took
place such as Career Development Events, Leadership
Development Events, workshops, tours, community
service projects and so much more. Over 130 students
and 10 chapters gathered in Palmer to attend this
year's convention.
As a state officer representing the Alaska FFA,
I worked year-round traveling around the state to teach
workshops, visit legislators and represent the Alaska
FFA Association. I worked alongside my five
teammates to grow leaders, build communities and
strengthen agriculture.
Since I first joined FFA, I knew this was not just
another agriculture organization. FFA members are
leaders; the 650,000+ students around the nation are
learning skills for the future that gives them a step up
above the rest. I am absolutely privileged to represent
such a strong, hard-working group of members as their
State Officer. The experiences and skills that I have
learned from FFA will continue to give me a step up
for the rest of my life.
Submitted by Melissa Clark
Alaska State FFA Association State Sentinal
Trail Blazers 4-H Club Alumni
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Melissa Clark delivers her inspirational speech "Out of
the Comfort Zone" is the first picture shown.

Ninilchik FFA Chapter was privileged to participate in
the 41st FFA State Convention. We earned several
awards in the skills events. Thank you to Bennett Farm,
Alaska Welding Works, Kenai Peninsula Farm Bureau,
Micah Robertson and the patrons to our chapter small
business, The Cowgirl's Cup - without all of
your financial support, we would still be saving for
next years' convention!
Awards Awarded to Ninlchik FFA Chapter:
Agricultural Mechanics:
2nd place Individual and winner of $7500
scholarship, Matthew Bartolowits
2nd place Team, Matthew Bartolowits, Katrina
Applehanz, Robert McGinnis, Jacob Clark
Natural Resources:
1st place Individual, DeeAnn White
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Measuring oxygen
levels in stream
water samples
during the Natural
Resources skills
event!

Farm Business Management:
3rd place Team, Chelsea Lazano, DeeAnn White,
Alexis Kreger, Jodie Kain
Floriculture:
3rd place Individual, Jodie Kain
3rd place Team, Katrina Appelhanz, Jodie Kain,
Alexis Kreger, DeeAnn White
Veterinary Science:
2nd place Team, Jodie Kain, Alexis Kreger,
Chelsea Lazano, DeeAnn White

Matt, Jake, Katrina and
DeeAnn being cheesy!

Chapter Leadership Award
Jacob Clark
Touring the Plant
Materials Center.
Did you know 99.9
percent of all
potatoes begin their
lives in test tubes?

Jodie, DeeAnn, Chelsea and Alexis pose with their
poster after the Vet
Science skills event.
During one portion of
the contest, each team
was given a topic, a
piece of paper, marker
and 20 minutes to
prepare a presentation.
This crew's topic was
use of antibiotics in
animal feeds.

Getting ready for the
swimming portion of the
Marine Safety skills
event. The team was
timed while donning,
diving and swimming in
survival suits. Much
rougher that it sounds!

Horse Contest
Northwind Riders and Northwind Mustangs Teams
Hi, my name is Abby Peters. I am one of the
lucky kids that got to experience and compete in the
Alaska Horse Contest, or the horse bowl. My team,
Avlynne, Cierra, LaRaey, and I, plus a few others,
drove all the way to Fairbanks in my 4-H leader’s
minivan, (The Blueberry Ferry). We had soooooooo
much fun. The first night on the road we stayed at a
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camp in Wasilla. We stayed up late, played lots of
games in the dark and ate lots of candy. Unfortunately,
some of our stuff had got wet in the leaky trailer that
we had barrowed for the trip. We had to dry it on the
small heater.
Once there, we competed in Judging,
Hippology, Buzzer Bowl, Junior Buzzer Bowl, and
Presentations. Now let me explain to you what each of
these things are. Judging is when you are judging a set
of four horses in order from least to greatest.
Hippology is testing our knowledge about horses in a
written test, and stations. Buzzer bowl is when two
teams face each other and buzz in the answers as fast
as possible. Junior buzzer bowl was pretty much the
same as senior horse bowl, except for juniors. But, it
was much more relaxed and with teams of two. And
finally, we have presentations. In the catagory of
Presentations, our seniors got 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place
and one of our junior members got second place. That
was pretty exciting! My favorite category was Buzzer
Bowl. We took second place! All of us placed high in
almost every catagory.
My favorite part of the whole trip was going
dog sledding, Chena hot springs, and just hanging with
the team. On the way back, we took a detour and saw
Mount McKinley and stopped at Talkeetna. We also
made the 12-hr. trip in one day, thanks to Geri’s wild
driving. I am so glad I got to go on this amazing trip
and I would do it again in a heartbeat.
A special thank you to my 4-H leader, Geri
Litzen, our chaperones Contessa Wolverton and
Christina Mitchelle and Janet who is the kind friend of
Geri’s that let us take over her house.
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Trail Blazers Team

2017 State Horse Contest Results:
Kenai Peninsula District teams are underlined. They
are listed by the winning teams first.
Horse Judging Teams:
1. Tanana Trotters (Tanana) –Emma McCready, Anna
Kardash, Sophia Benson and Juliette Benson.
2. Northwind Riders (Kenai) –Avlynne Wolverton,
Cierra Mitchell, LaRaey Mitchell and Abby Peters.
3. Healing Hoofbeats (Tanana) – Jessica Plagerman,
Priscilla Joslin and Cody Plagerman.
4. Fairbanks Fillies (Tanana) – Cierra Greer, many
Montano and Danielle Johnson.
5. Trail Blazers (Kenai) –Jodie Kain, Alexis Kreger,
Kat Nelson and Myah Moniken.
Individuals:
Intermediates:
1. Juliette Benson (Tanana)
2. Danielle Johnson (Tanana)
3. Cierra Greer (Tanana)
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4. Mandy Montano (Tanana)
5. Myah Moniken (Kenai)
Seniors:
1. Anna Kardash (Tanana)
2. LaRaey Mitchell (Kenai)
3. Emma McCreedy (Tanana)
4. Sophia Benson (Tanana)
5. Avlynne Wolverton (Kenai)
Horse Judging Quality Champion – LaRaey Mitchell
(Kenai) Horse Judging Performance Champion –
Priscilla Joslin (Tanana) Horse Judging Oral Reason
Champion – Emma McCready (Tanana)
Horse Judging Overall Champion – Anna Kardash
(Tanana)
Demonstrations:
Junior:
1. Juliette Benson (Tanana) Equine Assisted Therapy
2. Emry Wolverton (Kenai) The Percheron Life
3. Cierra Greer (Tanana) Equine Obesity
Senior:
1. LaRaey Mitchell (Kenai) Strike Three, You’re Out
2. Avlynne Wolverton (Kenai) In It For The Long Haul
3. Cierra Mitchell (Kenai) Shimmer of the Sands
Horse Bowl: Teams:
1. Tanana Trotters (Tanana) –Emma McCready, Anna
Kardash, Sophia Benson and Juliette Benson.
2. Northwind Riders (Kenai) –Avlynne Wolverton,
Cierra Mitchell, LaRaey Mitchell, Abby Peters and
Emry Wolverton.
3. Healing Hoofbeats (Tanana) – Jessica Plagerman,
Priscilla Joslin, Megan Webb, Kacie White and Cody
Plagerman.
High Points:
1. Avlynne Wolverton (Kenai)
2. Anna Kardash (Tanana)
3. Emma McCready (Tanana)
4. Juliette Benson (Tanana)
5. LaRaey Mitchell (Tanana)
Hippology Teams Overall:
1. Tanana Trotters (Tanana) –Emma McCready, Anna
Kardash, Sophia Benson and Juliette Benson.
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2. Northwind Riders (Kenai) –Avlynne Wolverton,
Cierra Mitchell, LaRaey Mitchell and Abby Peters.
3. Trail Blazers (Kenai) –Jodie Kain, Alexis Kreger,
Kat Nelson and Myah Moniken.
High Point Overall:
1. Anna Kardash (Tanana)
2. Emma McCeady (Tanana)
3. Avlynne Wolverton (Kenai)
Stations Individuals:
1. Avlynne Wolverton (Kenai)
2. Anna Kardash (Tanana)
3. Emma McCready (Tanana)
Station Teams:
1. Tanana Trotters (Tanana) –Emma McCready, Anna
Kardash, Sophia Benson and Juliette Benson.
2. Northwind Riders (Kenai) –Avlynne Wolverton,
Cierra Mitchell, LaRaey Mitchell and Abby Peters.
3. Healing Hoofbeats (Tanana) – Jessica Plagerman,
Priscilla Joslin and Cody Plagerman.
Exam Individuals:
1. Anna Kardash (Tanana)
2. Emma McCready (Tanana)
3. Sophia Benson (Tanana)
Exam Teams:
1. Tanana Trotters (Tanana) –Emma McCready, Anna
Kardash, Sophia Benson and Juliette Benson.
2. Trail Blazers (Kenai) –Jodie Kain, Alexis Kreger,
Kat Nelson and Myah Moniken.
3. Northwind Riders (Kenai) –Avlynne Wolverton,
Cierra Mitchell, LaRaey Mitchell and Abby Peters.
Horse Judging
Individuals:
1. Cierra Mitchell (Kenai)
2. Myah Moniken (Kenai)
3. Haylee Overson (Kenai)
Horse Judging Teams:
1. Northwind Riders (Kenai) –Avlynne Wolverton,
Cierra Mitchell, LaRaey Mitchell and Abby Peters.
2. Trail Blazers (Kenai) –Jodie Kain, Alexis Kreger,
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Kat Nelson and Myah Moniken.
3. Tanana Trotters (Tanana) –Emma McCready, Anna
Kardash, Sophia Benson and Juliette Benson.
Team Problems:
1. Tanana Trotters (Tanana) –Emma McCready, Anna
Kardash, Sophia Benson and Juliette Benson.
2. Northwind Riders (Kenai) –Avlynne Wolverton,
Cierra Mitchell, La Raey Mitchell and Abby Peters.
3. Trail Blazers (Kenai) –Jodie Kain, Alexis Kreger,
Kat Nelson and Myah Moniken.

http://www.alaska4h.org/uploads/1/4/0/2/1402670
1/2017_state_horse_contest_results.pdf

Notes From Nancy
May 1: 109 days till fair time! What are you
planning to exhibit at the Kenai Peninsula Fair? Start
NOW thinking about the projects that you are signed
up to complete and what you could make to show
what you’ve learned. There will be a special award for
the 4-H member who brings the most exhibits to the
4-H hall!
You can still sign up for new projects! If you’re
interested in sewing, there is a special award for the
champion ($30.00) and reserve champion quilts
($15.00). It’s given in honor of a wonderful lady,
Eloise Hershberger, who made many wonderful pieces
of art. Or maybe you could take a foods project and
mix up some specialties to entice the judge.
Last year there were so many attentiongrabbing educational displays about a wide variety of
subjects. Remember that if you entered a display in the
contest in March, you are encouraged to bring it to the
fair and receive another ribbon of the same color!
Displays can be an exhibit for any project! If you are
entered in a project such as music or a sport, a video
could be the exhibit.
And think about the numerous areas of learning
there are to be explored! Maybe this short list will
spark a creative thought for you: taxidermy, wildlife,
pottery, records, photography, creative writing, birds,
artwork, flower arranging, rocks, woodworking,
pickles, engraving, livestock, jewelry, forestry,
clowning, unicycling, bicycling, outdoor cooking,
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gardening, communication, music, pets,leadership…
the list could go on and on!
On that note, when records judging day comes,
there are decisions to be made about district medals.
This year, I want you to know—ahead of time—some
of the projects that have pins you can earn. So here’s
another list: robotics, community service, computer
science, Herpetology (amphibians and reptiles),
waterfowl, mentorship, scrapbooking, cake decorating,
history, Hippology (the study of horses), environmental
stewardship, Entomology, agriculture, achievement,
citizenship, plus all the livestock animals shown at the
fair.
Here’s hoping these lists of opportunities will
encourage you to explore new horizons in 4-H!
Anything that interests you can be a 4-H project! And
all projects can be exhibited! So let’s get revved up for
the fair and fill the 4-H building to make the best
better!

Japanese Exchange Program
Open your home to a short-term exchange youth
and open your lives to the world! Alaskan families with
children ages 9-18 have an opportunity to experience
Japan by hosting a Japanese student July 23 to August
17 through the 4-H Global Citizenship and Exchange
Program.
Our Japanese delegates arrive prepared to share
Japanese culture and cook a Japanese meal for your
family. You don’t need to speak Japanese or
necessarily be involved with 4-H to host. You just need
a willingness to share your lives and your friendship
with a young person from another country. You don’t
need a fancy home or to plan special activities. Our
Japanese delegates are eager to experience daily life in
Alaska and to do whatever your family normally does.
Their parents can pay costs for them to attend camp
with their host brother or sister. They can travel within
Alaska and can visit school with their host sister or
brother. There is no fee for a host family to participate.
We are in need of 20 more host families. Please
be one of them! Encourage a friend to host! A Japanese
boy or girl will be matched to each host family based
on the host youth’s gender, age, and interests. The
home-stays are only for a few weeks during the
summer, but the experience and friendships will last a
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lifetime!
For more information, visit
www.states4hexchange.org
~Written by Jason Floyd
Just a reminder all news articles are due the
23rd of every month unless otherwise specified. We
currently looking for someone to help Geri out
with the Pledger! Articles are sent to
peninsulapledger@gmail.com . Every bit is
appreciated! Thanks

Calendar
May:
6- Weigh-In day @ 10 am
Nilnichik Fairgrounds
8- District Council Meeting @
6:30 Drakes Lodge
TBD- Tree Tagging Day
13- Tree Sale@ 10am
June
5-9 Alaska Experience Camp
12 District Council Meeting
15 Duck Possession Date
July
1. Chicken Possession Date
4- July Parade
7- Rabbit Possession Date 10District Council Meeting 22Progress Day Parade
August: 10- Non parishables
can be turn into the fair
17-Perishable/Animal Entry
Day
18-20- Fair!
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