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Tuesday, November 02, 2010 

           December 2010 

Dear 4-H Family,  

 

                                                                                         September 2013 

In this issue 
of the 
Pledger, I 
would like 
to spend 

some time 
addressing some 
common questions 
asked by senior division 

4-H members and parents across the district, state and 
nation. 
 
Have you been wondering how your 4-H swine project 
will help you win the bacon when competing for 
university or trade school scholarships? Has it been 
difficult to determine how your 4-H beef project is going 
to help steer you into the right university, or how your 
aerospace and rocketry project will help launch your 
career? 
 

With October 1 rapidly approaching, many families are 
thinking about and planning for the new 4-H project 
year, but for some 4-H senior division members the 
question is not where 4-H will take them in 2014, but 
rather if 4-H can play a relevant role in preparing them 
for high school graduation, the college application, 
acceptance and admissions process, or their first full-
time job in the adult world.  
 

If you and your parents have asked these questions, 
know you are not alone. Also, take heart in the 
knowledge there is a positive solution for these 

questions and the dilemma they present.  According to 
a 2005 article in the online Journal of Extension titled, 
“An In-Depth Look at 4-H Enrollment and Retention,” 
the trend of older 4-H’ers leaving the program during 
their senior division years is common.  Some of the 
most common reasons for this premature out-migration 
include:  

  “conflicting time commitments” (Astroth, 1985) 

 “never feeling welcome or part of the group” 
(Astroth, 1985) 

 “lack of understanding of the 4-H program 
(especially for those who join 4-H later in their 
childhood)” (Astroth, 1985) 

 

So what is the key to overcoming this trend in early 4-H 
drop-out? How can 4-H remain a relevant vehicle for 
individual development and continue to play a 
significant role in planning for a 4-H’ers future after high 
school?  
 

Consider trying 4-H from a new approach.  An Indiana 
study found the number one cause for early 4-H 
program dropout in that state was, “displeasure with 4-
H clubs” (Ritchie & Resler, 1993). Research has shown 
that for older members who are trying to balance, 
“competing time demands of sports and 
jobs,” something eventually has to give (Ritchie & 
Resler, 1993).  In many cases, the club approach to 
completing 4-H projects often becomes a barrier to 
continued participation of its older members.                   
(Continue on page 2) 
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In a Louisiana study of premature 4-H drop-out, 
researchers found that by incorporating topics that 4-
H’ers in grades 7 through 12 wanted more information 
about, retention increased by 21 percent increase in 
senior division over the following two years of related 
project involvement. Topics of highest interest for this 
group of teens included projects oriented toward 
careers, suicide, pregnancy, dating, teen years, fashion 
and life after high school (Acosta & Holt, 1991). 
 

To resolve the question of whether 4-H participation 
through high school graduation should remain a 
priority, older 4-H members searching for program 
relevance should consider joining a club that that meets 
less frequently or focuses on brief, time-limited projects 
targeting issues or topics of interest, or select and 
design some independent projects providing good 
opportunities to build their university or trade school 
resume.  
 

Some recommended time-limited project options 
include: 

 Expanding cultural understanding and world 
view by participating in a 4-H states exchange 
program to another country 

 Exploring regional cultural differences and 
opportunities by coordinating an exchange with 
a club from another state  

 Tackling an important environmental, social or 
justice issue in the community  

 Lending a hand to a worthy local nonprofit 
organization to help improve access and service 
for those less fortunate 

 

 Representing your club, 4-H district and state 
through the Youth in Governance, National Club 
Congress or 4-H Citizenship Washington Focus 
programs    

 
These are a few of the many ways to add relevance to 
the middle and high school 4-H experience.  Throughout 
the Cloverbud, Junior and Intermediate years, 4-H 
members learn the fundamentals of raising an animal, 
shooting a rocket, planting a garden or any of a hundred 
other useful things in the world around them. Along the 
way 4-H’ers develop critical thinking, social, resource 
management, healthy lifestyle, teamwork and 
leadership skills. 4-H’ers become good communicators, 
observers, planners and doers, developing what it takes 
to launch their future and lead younger 4-H members as 
role models. 
 

If you are interested in more information about how 
your child can achieve his or her post-secondary goals 
through 4-H membership, please schedule a 
consultation appointment with me at your earliest 
convenience. 4-H Senior Division members have much 
to gain and much to offer the 4-H program through high 
school graduation.  
Sincerely, 
 
Jason Floyd,  
4-H and Youth Development Agent 
907-262-5824 
jfloyd1@alaska.edu 
 

*To see a direct benefit of continued 4-H Membership through high school graduation, please visit the following link: 
http://www.alaska4h.org/scholarships.html.   
*To read the entire Journal of Extension article, “An In-Depth Look at 4-H Enrollment 
and Retention,” visit the following link: http://www.joe.org/joe/2005october/rb4.php. 

Do you know where your water comes from?  
Watersheds provide the fresh water that humans, fish 
and lots of other creatures need each day. Learn how to 
take care of the water in your watershed and then 
spread the word by creating a powerful poster. 
 
The "Where Does Your Water Shed?" poster contest is 
open to students in grades K-12 in Nikiski, Kenai, 
Soldotna, Sterling, Kasilof and Clam Gulch.  The theme 
of this local, state and national contest gets kids 
learning and thinking about the special place we live in 
and how to take care of the fresh water that we need 

each day.  The contest is 
co-sponsored by Kenai Soil 
& Water Conservation 
District, Kenai Watershed 
Forum, 4-H Cooperative Extension Service and NRCS. 
 First prize winners in each age category (K-1st, 2nd-3rd, 
4th-6th, 7th-9th, 10th-12th) win $25 and the chance to 
compete in the state-level competition.  Second place in 
each age group wins $15 and third place wins $10. 
 Posters are due September 30, 2013.  Complete 
contest information is at www.kenaisoilandwater.org.  

mailto:jfloyd1@alaska.edu
http://www.alaska4h.org/scholarships.html
http://www.joe.org/joe/2005october/rb4.php
http://www.kenaisoilandwater.org/
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August 4-H’er of the MonthWith all the business of 

the fair and related activities the 4-H office did not 

publish an August Pledger. As such, the August, "4-H’er 

of the Month," was not identified until now. So, late as 

it may be, the August 4-H’er of the month has been 

identified as Penelope Litzen. Penelope’s outstanding 

service as a mentor and youth leader as well as her 

volunteerism at Horse Camp make her a great example 

of what is possible through 4-H if you set your sights 

high. Penelope is being recognized for helping younger 

campers tack up for lessons and care for their horses 

during camp and assisting with on-foot and stick horse 

games. These are just a few of the many activities she 

jumped in to help out with! 

Penelope also regularly travels with her miniature 

horse, Pixie, to places such as the Kenai Senior Center to 

entertain the residents with trick show performances.  

She is active on her club's Horse Contest team and is 

planning to attend a national contest this coming 

winter. With her Pony Club, Penelope rides, jumps and 

is preparing for her first rally event.  Penelope works 

hard with her equine, canine and human friends but still 

has time to volunteer at a local camp for foster kids as 

well as keep a steady job at Solid Rock Bible Camp. 

Penelope enjoys helping people, has a true and giving 

heart and is a model for other 4-H’ers to follow. Way to 

go, Penelope!       

 

September 4-H’er of the Month 

If you are looking for a well-rounded, enthusiastic 

ambassador of 4-H, look no further than September’s  

4-H’er of the Month, Matthew Minium. Matthew is a 

five-year member of 4-H with active participation in 

projects including gardening, robotics, shooting sports 

and global citizenship/exchange. Matthew has been 

host brother to a LABO Japanese exchange student and 

participated in this year’s outbound 4-H exchange to 

Japan. Matthew also embraced the 4-H Club Container 

Garden Contest this year, expanded his experience to 

include planting a raised bed garden and participated in 

the Central Peninsula Garden Club’s annual plant sale. 

Matthew can always be counted on to help with at least 

one of the summer 4-H parade floats, has a cheerful 

and helpful heart when asked to lend a hand and 

demonstrates the 4-H pledge through his actions and 

excitement for everything 4-H has to offer. Matthew is 

well on his way to becoming an influential youth leader 

and role model for other 4-H’ers. Congratulations, 

Matthew, for a job well done and your willingness to be 

part of “making the best better!”  

 

Horse kids, thank you all for your wonderful attendance at Wednesday lessons this 
summer! We have had some great guest instructors and even threw in a 
couple of trail ride adventures to shake things up.  Great job, all of you who 
took advantage of the learning opportunities at the Horse Expo, 
and remember, just because summer has drawn to a close, we don't 
have to stop riding!       
 
Foods members had a wonderful catch and-cook meeting with Mrs. 
Daniels on the beach.  Where else but Alaska can you go out on the 
beach and dig, catch or pick a nutritious lunch, learn to properly clean 
and cook it, and then enjoy it with your friends and family?  I love 4-H! 
 
Please watch your emails for club updates. We have trail rides and many fun events 
scheduled that you don't want to miss this fall!       
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October 1:  The new 4-H program year begins and enrollment opens for both youth members and leaders. It is 

important to note that organizational, project (club) and resource leaders must re-enroll every program 

year. In past years, this is a detail that some have forgotten. In order to be covered by 4-H insurance and 

the university for liability purposes, leaders must have current paperwork on file for every year they 

serve in a leadership role in 4-H. Anyone without this paperwork in place is not allowed to lead a 4-H 

club or activity or have direct supervisory oversight of 4-H youth members.  

October 4:  Annual Financial Summary Reports are due to the 4-H office. All 4-H Clubs are required to submit a 

completed financial statement on this form for the 2012-2013 project year. As tax laws have changed, 

these documents will be sent to UAF for review, and the university will be filing one tax statement to the 

IRS for the entire statewide program. For club leader convenience, the Annual Financial Summary 

Report form has been included in this issue of the Pledger. 

October 5:  The 2014 Project Year Shooting Sports Kick-off event will be held at the Cook Inlet Aquaculture Building 

from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. As of September 16, there are 11 remaining tickets for this FREE workshop. 

Shooting Sports Instructor Larry Lewis has donated the funding to buy each participating youth a 

functioning table-top Trebuchet kit. The workshop will focus on the math, science and engineering 

principals behind mass in motion, projectiles and related connections to the 4-H Shooting Sports project. 

To register for this exciting opportunity go to the following website and click on the Shooting Sports 

Kick-off link:  http://www.alaska4h.org/kenai-peninsula.html. 

October 7: There will be a JML board meeting at the 4-H office starting at 6 p.m. Important items for continued 

discussion will include the creation of an adult club leader position, nominations to the 2014 JML board 

and creation of the Election Nomination Slate Committee. JML members are highly encouraged to 

participate in this meeting. 

October 28: The next District Council meeting will occur at the 4-H office staring at 6 p.m. The primary business item 

for discussion and action at this meeting will be the election of the new board. Offices up for election 

include council president, vice president, treasurer and secretary. There will also be a discussion 

regarding the creation of a 4-H district liaison position. Participation from clubs from each community in 

the district is highly encouraged. 

October 19/26: Several 4-H youth representing active shooting sports clubs and at least one club leader are needed to 

help present the committee for the Kenai Chapter of the Friends of the NRA with a 4-H appreciation 

plaque. The Friends of the NRA is a valuable community partner who over the years has provided the 4-

H Shooting Sports program with most of its project equipment and inventory. Participating 4-H’ers and 

leaders will represent 4-H at the Friends of the NRA banquets being held on October 19 and 29 and 

provide a brief presentation to the committee.  Those who are interested in serving in this role should 

call the 4-H office to sign up.  

http://www.alaska4h.org/kenai-peninsula.html
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Dates of Future Events: 

 September 2: Holiday, CES office closed 

 September 16: Record books due to leaders; 

JML Board meeting and Council 

meeting at CES office, 6 p.m. 

 September 18: Record books due to office 

 September 20, 23: Record book judging 

 October 1: New 4-H year begins  

 October 7: JML meeting at CES office, 6 p.m. 

 October 14 – 25: Jason off contract 

 October 28: District Council meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

 November 1: Awards Banquet at College Heights  

                   Baptist Church, 6 p.m. 

mailto:vheinz@alaska.edu

